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[. AnExhortation againſt the Fears of 

Death. = - 
-H. A Brief Declaration of the Reſurre- 

tion of the Dead : With ſuitable 

Meditations and Prayers, touching Þ 

Lite and Death. 

"To 0 which i added, 


A DISCOURSE 
The Font Laſt Things Þ 


EX 
Death, which is moſt cer rain; 
Judgment, which 1s mc-* ſtrict ; 
Hell, which is moſt diſmal; 
Heay en, which is moſt delightful, 
WITH 
Iiitru&tionsbothro Y OUNG;ond OL Þ, to 


Prepare themſelves for rheir Latter End; 
and {oine CEy Directions. to die: Wy ell, 
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TO THE | 


READER 


q ufidering that this Ungrateful | 
Age abounds with ſo much Infi- * 
-* delity, Impiety and Unbelief, 4s 
to make ſome ſo obſtinate as to © 

A affirm, That the Spirit of Max vaniſheth 
( mith his Breath: and that Death is only 
tbe End of this Life, and not the Begin | 
ning of Axother : I thought it highly Ne- | 
q ceſſary, as well zs Proper and Convenient, | 
in order to awaken the hardned and drow- © 


fie Conſciences of ſuch, to give ſome lively | 


A. 


( though brief ) Tonches upon theſe Six 
Subjects following ; all which I ſhall par= 
ticularly and briefly inſtance. ; 
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Seen 


k LATO faid, That the Philoſo- 
', phy wherein Man (living in this 
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DISCOURSE 


Againſt the 
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World) ſhould principally exerciſe ; 

himſelf, s the MEDITATION © 
of DEATH, That is to ſay, of his * 
Condition in the World, frail, diſeaſed 
and mortal ; of the divers Accidents of : 
this Humane Life, and of the Hour of - 
Death, ſo uncertain and unknown; ro 
the end, that conſidering theſe Things, ! 
he might withdraw his Aﬀection and : 
Truſt from this World, that he might 
deſpiſe it, and all temporal Things, © ? 
wherein he ſees and diſcovers ſo much 7 
Inconftancy, and ſuch ſudden and ire- 
quent Mutations or Changes : and that 2? 
by ſuch a Deſpiſing of uncertain and ca» } 
| A 4 lual.g 


\ ing upon the Earth, to accuſtom our - 
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fual Things, he ſhould ftir up himſelf | 
unto a Contemplation of thoſe that are 
divine and heavenly; and, forſaking 
that whichis here periſhing and tranſi- 
tory, he ſhould chooſe his part in Hea- | 
ven, and ſhould ſtay himſelf at that * 
which is permanent and eternal. For 
the-like reaſon Philzp, the Father of 4- 
Jexander the Great, a Man of good Un- 
Randing, and of very great Confidera- | 
tion, to the end that in the midſt of his f 
' great Proſperity, he ſhould not forget 
timſelf in his Duty, gave order that one 
of his Gentlemen ſhould every Day, at 
his waking, comeand ſpeak theſe words 
unto him : Xzzg, have ix remembrance 
that thou art 4 mortal Man. 

Jeſus Chriſt alſo, our Saviour and 
Maſter, intending the ſame, doth ex- 
 Hortus to Watch, and to lay up Trea- 
{ures in Heaven, and not on Earth, 
where all things areuncertain and chan- 
geable. We ſee by this, that during 
our Lives we cannot do better than to 
think upon Death ; and our Bodies be- 


{elves 


-unto you, and to preſent this {mall Trea- 
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the Fears of Death. 21 
ſelves to have always our Spirits and 
Hearts in Heaven, Now becauſe that 
the Remembrance of Death is a fearful 
thing to many, I have bethought my 
{elf to paſs away my Griets, and to re- 
create my ſelf from my other Studies, 
and alſo to give you a Teſtimony of the 
Obligation which I think I have to» - 
wards you, as well for the Good which 
you have done unto me, as for the 
Friendſhip which you bear me, to write 


tiſe, wherein I have briefly touch'd cer- 
tain Points, wherewath the Faithfulma 
arm themſelves agaiuſt Death ; which 
they ought to do in time, and prepare 
themſelves to receive it with Afſurance, 
at ſuch time as it ſhall pleaſe God to | 
ſend it; for that which doth aftoniſh | 
many, is, that the coming thereof is ſud- : 
den unto them, and that they are furs | 
prized unlooked tor. We ſee, by Ex- 
perience, in a Frontier-town, that when ! 
it is well Victualled, and provided of all 
things neceſſary, to withſtand a long 1 
Siege, thoſe withia are a great deal the; 
A 5 INOLG| 
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- more aſſured: and bold; whereas if it” 
{.were unprovided, they would ſtand a- 
” maxed and tremble with Fear, if they 
ſhould chance to ſee the approaching of 
| - the Siege: -It is eaſie to judge by thar, 


* teda Danger, and to be prepared for it. 
'&-:.. To provide therefore and arm the 
ld " Edchfu Man againſt Death, we muſt 
, Nota,, 'Tha at there are two fytts of it ; 

ORE: 45: TFes *mporal, of the Body, which 


Ws” x i as Foupht to deſire ; the other is 


fs. Exernal, of Body and Soul, which they 
"08 |” ought not to fear, perſevering in the 
I; :Paith of our Lord: 

} 


j Eyil-and Danger ; we do not fear that 


| and purſue it, and when it offers it ſelf, 
1 I we receive it joyfully ; ; but an Evil we 
b cs yearn} and fear, we fly from it, 
"i when it happens unto-us, we ſor- 
al : —_ and do LODI: It then i it doth 
; ii APR Dy. ood and! evident Proofs, 
» | -that the ul Man is not 1 Danger 
Wi [of this cone Deaths may we'not then 
Wo} COn- 
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of what Trportance i itisto have preven- | 


That it 1s fo, all Fear preſuppoſeth” 
Af which 1s: good, but long after, deſire 


we had Judgment, and never ſo little 


take away the Fear of it from us. 


eth not, untilfuch time as it be ſepara- 
Man, perſevering in the Faith which 
Heart by the Grace of God :. Although 


of the ſhadow of- Death, 1 will not fear ; : 
for 'Thou art with me, O Lord! What * 
was the cauſe of this Aſſurance? was : 
1t not:Faith? Armed wherewith, we | 


ought no more to fear Death, .than we - 


- king; or Poverty, when we have plen- ! 
ty and abundance of all good Things. 


the Fears of Death. £R 


conclude, that ive fear it, it is fooliſh-* 
and without occaſion? And furely it } 


Faith, ir were ſufficient preſently to * 


For fri, the proper Nature of Fazth 
is to imitate” and quicken our Heart, 
ſo ſoon as it is received in us. The 
Tut (faith the Prophet) ſball live by? 
Faith, Now .even ſo.as the Body, 
while the Soul 1s:1n it, liveth, and dy- 


ted from it ; no more doth the faithful * 
hath been inſpired and put into his 


(faith-David)- I ſhould walk in the mid# 


do Sickneſs, when: we are 1n perfeCt ' 
Health, Well-diſpoſed, and'in good Li- | 
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Secondly, By Faitff we have Remiſ- 
fion, and an Abolition of all the Faults 
| which we have done; Why do we then 
fear Death? There is no Death where 
- thereis no Sin; By Six Death came into 
' the World, ſaith St. Paul : And elſe- 
where, The Reward of Sin is Death : 
Sin cauſeth God to be angry with us, 
| and thenin his Anger he condemaneth us 
| to Death. Now all Seeds doth bring 
| forth according to the.” Sort and Qua- 
| lity:; the Wheat bring a forth Wheat, 
and the Rye, Rye; a:.d we muſt nor 

hope for any Fruit, if there be not Seed 
J Saro-bend : 

' - 'This being true, and witneſſed in a 
- thouſand places of the Scripturs, that 
 mnto a Chriſtian all his Sins and Debts 
| Are —_ , by the Grace and Mercy 
' of God, that they are forgotten, that 


hi. } 


| puted, and that they are remitted and 
| pardoned, that they arecaſt as far from 
' Us, as the Eaft from the Weſt; provi- 
- ded that there beno more Seed there- 
|. ef, we need not look for any Fruit ; that 
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| they are covered, that they are not im- . 
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is to {ay, if there be no more Sin, there i 
15 no more Anger of God, nor of Death, | 
and by conſequent that alſo there ought * 


..to be no more Fear. 


Thirdly, By Faith we have the Word | 
and Promiſes of God, whereupon it is * 
grounded : Among others this, Who- . 


ſo Believeth ſhall not Die, but ts paſſed | 


from Death to Life. Now this Promiſe * 
can no more fail, than He that gave it : 
us: Itis Eter::31; and all that God faith, * 
is as ſure and permanent as Heaven and 
Earth : For this cauſe when we look in- _ 


 tothem, we ought in them to conſider : 


the Vertue and Power of this Word, by 
the which they were once created, and 
ever ſince preſerved and maintained in 
that Eſtate wherein we now ſee them ; | 
and to infer thereupon, that being of ; 
the ſame Power and Efficacy in all o= - 
ther Things, nothing 15 impoſſible nor | 
uncertain of all that which God doth 
fay and promiſe unto us. And there- 
fore as St. James ſaith, Receiving His 
holy Word by Faith in our Flearts, and 


. the Promiſes which He hath made to ws, | 
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/ T0 give us eternal Life, we ought to aſſure 
/ / our ſelves of it, and take away all Fear aud 
Apprehenſion of Death, What was the 
cauſe of the Ruin of us and our Fore-fa- 
thers? Was it not becaule they did de- 
cline from the Word of God, to follow 
their own Fancies and the Councel of 
Satan ? If then on the contrary we-will 
cleave to it, without leaning any jot ei- 
ther to the right Hand or to the left, 
we ſhall live by it, and wat, Hear- 
ken unto Me, faith God, {ipeaktng by [- 
faixh) and: your Soul fh!l live, And 


oo 


a knowledze' of Salvation. And St. Pe- 
- fer, ſpeaking to Jeſus Chriſt, Thy Words 
' are Words of Eternal Life, Ti God, 
the Prophets, and Apoſtles doaflure vs, 
"that the Word of God received by a 
true Faith in our Hearts, doth there 
quicken, keeping and retaining it ; 
what occaſion have we then to fear 
Death ? 


ſis Chriſt, and have him dwelling dn 
- us, whothaving Life in him{elf, as his 
x. | 3 


” =. 


Zachary in his' Song, Hr bath given us 


:- Moreover, by Faith we dwell in Je- 
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| 'Father, doth quicken us, and all thoſe 
+ unto whom he doth communicate him- * 
{ felf: wherefore then being his Mem- 
bers, Fleſh of His Fleſh, and Bone of 
\ His Bones; in brief, being one with 
'\ him, ſhall we fear Death ? Hath not 
 . He Power over 1t, and not only for 
'- Himſelf, but alſo for us.? He ({aith St, 
Cyprian x) who hath once overcome Death. 
for. us, will always overcome it ins 26, Hath, 
not.he beat down, diſpoſleſſed, chaſed ** 
and ſpoi!-' Satan, the Prince and Lord 
of Death * ' + thynot he accompliſhed 
| the Law; an! bY*this perfe& Obedi- 4 
| ence, wh: ge hath born to God his © 
1 Father, , appeaſed; his Anger, ſatisfied 
& his V+ : and aboliſhed the Malcdidtion 
{ - of the Law, which is nothing elſe but.” 
[ - Death? Did not hed dis.to make it digs 
| . when he roſt-again'? H@&ch not he bro- 
| .ken' and diſſipated. a The Torments, 
' «plucked 2 the- Gates of Hell, and 
| triumphed overgher : and: all her Pawers "4 
- Say ndr henceforthy.: faith St. Paul, Who 
We go up inta Heiven, or who ſhall de- 
; _ into the. 2k for to aring Ly 
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wnto 5? For Jeſus Chriit is dead, and 
riſen again from the Dead, for to deliver 


| 10 


#: from Death ; and riſen again to reſtore = 


4s to Life : He is our Paſtor ; and for 
' #his reaſon we ought not to fear, that any 
Creature ſhould ſnatch us by Violence out 
of his Hands, or can hinder him from g:- 
wing us Eternal Life, He is our Advo- 
cate, we ought not then to fear to be over- 
thrown tn Fadgment ; nor that by Sen- 
rence we ſhould be condemned to Death ; 
He ts our Mediator, we need not to fear 

the Wrath of God; He is our Light, we 
need not fear DarkneſS; He is our Sha- 
dow and our Clouds, we ought not then to 
fear the hear of the Fire Eternal, yo more 


the Sun in the Wildernefi, being hidden 
ander the Pillar, Let us then for theſe 
Reaſons forſake and cafÞbehind us all Fear 
of Death ; which having had no Power 
nor Advantage over the Head, ſhall have 
0 Power over his Members. 


| 
; 
thay did the Children of Iſrael the heat of 1 


Again, By Faith we have with Jeſus . ' 


_Chrift God his Father, « and are allied 
and joyned together with him, - he 
| | aith 
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SE Can go. - 


faith by his Prophet, I will marry thee | 


weth me will keep my Word, and I and my * 


have the great Jehovah, of whom all 
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if thou wilt promiſe me thy Faith : And * 
Tefirs Chriſt in St. Johns, He that lo- © 


Father will come and dwell in hins : For 
this Reaſon we areallo called his Tem- | 
ples; becauſe we are conſecrated and 
dedicated unto him by his Holy Spirit, * 
that he ſhould dwe!] in us. Now, ſee- 
ing God is with us, we have the Origt- 
nal, the Fountain, the Cauſe. the Be- 
ginning and the Author of Life; we 1 


Things depend, by whom all Things 
are, and move; in whom the Angels, 
Arch-angels, Principalities, the Hea- 
vens, and all the Elements conſiſt ; we 
have Him, from whom all Creatures, : 
viſible and inviſible, take their Life, | 
and their Being, by the Participations : 
which they have with him : We have 
Him who 1s the moſt PerfeR, and molt | 
Soveraign Work-man of all "Things, * 
who by his Breath doth quicken, and - 
make them to live; and by his Power 
infinite doth preſerve them : We have, } 

tO; 
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| WAX pw doth confirm in one of his 

 -Pfalms, fag. Thoſe ſpall perifh, O 

| "Lord, who, Mart and go from thee ; 

} - which belffg. Wnſfdered, let us ſtrive 

| only to keep him with-us by Faith and 

| . Obedience; and beſides, let us take a- 

| , way all the Fear which we may have of 
Death. $/ 

Again, oy:Faith we have the Spirit , 

of God: Ton are not Carnal, ſaith St. 

| Paul (writing to the Romans) but are 

| - Spiritual, for who hath not the Spirit of 

| God 4 none of his. And elſe-where 

| ſpeaking to the Galathians, Have. you 
not the Spirit of God by Faith ? . Now 
this Spirit is the Spirit of Life; if God 

| - Withdraws it from his Creatures they 

- die, they periſh, and come ſuddenty to 

be. --] nought : 


hy 3 
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nought : On the contrary, WTR Sr oo 


{ plcaſeth to ſend and pour it upon them, 
$ he raiſeth and reſtoreth them in an in- 
# ftant; evenas we ſee a Hen broodin 

| of her Eggs, by a ſecret Vertue dot 

| diſcloſe and bring them to Lite, albeit 
] that before they were without ſence or 
1 feeling. Even ſo doth the Spirit of God, 


all Creatures by his Divine Power : He 
giveth Teſtimony, and doth aſſure us 


in our Hearts, that we are the Chil- 
dren of God, to the end, that from him 


as from our Father, by a certain and aft- 
ſured Hope we ſhould wait and look for 
Life :; He-is a Pledge unto us for fear 
leſt we ſhoulMoubt. Haviſhc:e- L 
fore ſuch Earneſt of Life, having Teſti 2 


4 mony-ftory him, who being the Spirit 

1 - of Truth cannot lie nor abuſe, havin 

7 - him himſelf who is the Preſerver of all - 
# Creatures, ſhall we fear Death ?.; Jt as 


much; as who ſhould fear the:Darkneſs 


' . at: Noon-day ; the Spirit of: him who 


hathraiſed again Jeſus Chriſfk, and who. 


; hath upheld him becauſe he ſhould not 


be overcome of Death, being i 
| | quicken , | 


I4 A Diſcearſe again#t 
quicken usalſo, faith St. Paul; and will | 
preſerve us from it ; let us then put away 
all Fear of it. 

Faith alſo cauſeth that God doth a- } 
dopt and repute us for his Children : * 
You are all Children of God by Faith, 'f 
faith St. Pau/; and St Johs, He hath j 
given Power to all thoſe that ſhall re- | 

_ceive him, and believe in his Name, to 4 
be made the Children of God; then be- |: 

ing Cluldren, weare the Heirs and Co- 
hes with Teſus Chrift ; 20d Jeare by 
the means of this Adoption certain once 
to come unto Life, unto the Reſt, and ' 
untatke Glory whereig we ſhall Reign | 
eter "with his Fat. Moreover, ; 

being Children of God, we are of his q 

Houſhold, and it is not in his Houſe 

where Death dwelleth, it is in Hell in 

the DeviPs Houſe ; in Heaven, and the 

Place where God abides, there 1s an 

unſpeakable Light, ſo great a Beatitude | 

and Happineſs, that-in the Contempla- Y 

tion thereof, David crying out, ſaid, O 

| how they are happy that ao inhabit and 

 awell-in _ 7*/o ! And elſewhere, b | 
this || 
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il] (his confts all ry Good, Lord that I may 
ay Kear unto thee. | 
Again, Being Children we are at Lis 
2- erty, free from Sin, free from Death, 
1 : "free from the Condemnation and Ri- 
h, {gour of the Law, freed from Service 
-h Jand Force of the Devil : What do we 
e- fear being then Children of God, and 
o Jeonſequently Brothers of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
2 [Is it poffible that he can ever deny or a- 
= { bandon his Fleſh and Blood, or ſutfer * 
- 3 them to die, having Power to fave 
7 | them? Therefore being the Children 
j 
1 
9 


1 of God our Father, he loveth us with a 
' Love unfeigned and fatherly. And if, 
| as faith St. Paul, during the time thar 
o\þ 1 WE Were his Enemies, he had ſuch a 
* 4 Care over us, that not ſparing his only 
' | begottenSon, he hath delivered him o+ 
/ ver to Death topreſerve us from it, and 

| 3 to reconcile us unto himſelf, now that 
 / weare his Friends and in his Favour, 
'4 will henot faveus? Whois that Man, 
* who conſidering theſe Reaſons, wil 

_ | not preſeatly aflure himſelf, and caſt a- 
way all Fear wluch he had of Death ? 


 Wherein we were, and to illuminate us 
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That which alſo ought to aſſure us a«| 
. £ainlt Death, and take away alb-Fearj 
which we have of it, 'and of the Hor-| 
rour and Anguiſh prepared for the Re-! 
probate and Damned, is our Calling ; F 
that God of his Grace hath vouchſaf- 
ed to withdraw us-out of the Darkneſs 
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by his Holy Spirit, teaching us by his © 
holy Word, wherein we ought to truſt, | 
and wherein lieth our Salvation ; and | 
fo what we ought to do to pleaſe and | 
' obey him, to the end, that walking in * 
' _ his Law, and ferving him in all Juſtice # 
and Holineſs, we might after we have 
a little ſuffered in this World, be faith- * 
fully glorified with.him in the end ; for 
that which God beginneth he will ac- « 
compliſh, and when he hath determi- . : 
ned to call anyone to him, and to ſave 
him, he never changeth his Councel, | 
neither doth'repent himſelf of the Good ; 
that he will do unto him. | He is un- { 
changeable, and ſo ſtedfaſt in his Pur- 
poſe andDetermination,that that which 
he once Wills and Ordains,« he doth 
The EXC» 
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f then we feel in our ſelves that God: 
ath given us the Grace to hear, tube- 
lieve, and to love his Word, and to fly 


- Ffrom- and reje& all that which is cons! 


f- trary to-it, and to have an AﬀeSion to: 
Io obſerve. that; which he' commandeth; 
ws, snda Dillike, if haply by Infirmity. 
zor otherwiſe, we. chance to_commut 
Jany thing againſt his Law : Let us not 
dotibt but we are regenerate, eleCted, 
d Sand predeſtinated.to Eternal Life, and 
in Fconſequently out of Danger of Death./ 
Let us then takeaway all Fear, and kt 
us ſay with St. Pant, What (ball ſeparate 
1- "1s from the Love and Charity of, God ? 
Jy of What ſball make us t0 think, that he hath 


Pain, Aflittion, Hunger, Perſecation} 
or Adverſity, nor Death, nor any Crea- 

ure whatſoever, ſhall make us to doubt 

#hat he doth not love us, in the Favour of 


T be Sacraments which I us Chrit - 
64 _ hath © 


rhe '#.---; cf Death. I6. 
execute without Tong turned from- it." 


got & Will 'o ſave us? It ſball not be 


Telus Chriit, and that having. choſeng, | 
| calted- and juſtified us in him, but. that E | | 
[fualh he ſhy alſo glorifie us by him, b a [3 


'T 


EC —_—_ —_—— pn 
Y ae a 4 abs q aca Goa 


—_— —_ 


6 es Co Re , ” 
+ __ Sov. ;; og ee LL ; 


-- SR bn 


= 


— 


16 A Diſconr* 497 F# 


Ad tt 


14 — ——_————__—_ C4 a. vtec. 


'' bath left us for the Confirmation of our | 
'' Faith, ought likewiſe to aſſure and ſireng- 
'' en 16 againit the Fear of Death. | 
bl Fir#t, Baptiſm by the which we are | 
buried and die with Chrift, that we * 
may riſe again with him; in the which 
we are waſhed from all our Sins, and | 
/, clothed with his Innocency, to the end, : 
' that preſenting ourſelves to the Father, | 
/ fo adorned and covered with the Robe \: 
of ourelder Brother, we may receive his . 
holy Bleſſing, and be ſaved from the | 
Deluge, wherein all the Infidels periſh, * 
as Noah was in his time by the Ark. 
Having then the Promiſes of God, as | 
we have ſaid before, and over and a- 
bove his Sign and Seal, by the which 
he has bound hirmſelf, to render-that / 
Life to us, which we have loſt by our - 
Sin; wherefore then do we fear Death, 
do we think that he will revoke, or ' 
that he will deny and diſavow his own, 
Sign and Seal? * * 
Secoxaly, The Lord's Supper, where | 
we take the Bread and the Wine, for to. 
be received into the Communion _=_ 
| Ar - 


a” 


FParticipatioh of the Body and Blood of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by Conſe- 
Equent into the Fruits of them ; that 1s, 


"Nice, in his SatisfaQtion and Redempti- 
ch on, in the Teſtament and new Alliance, 
nd and generally -in all the Promiſes of 
1d, *God, the which by his Death have 
er, been ratified. It remaineth now to 
be *conclnde our Purpoſe, and to infer up» 
his ;on the precedent Things, That if we 
the | fear Death, it it is for want of conſider- 
ſh, "ing them ; or if we do conſider them, 
rk. it is for want of believing them ; for 
as ithere is no Man fo timerous, being 

 a- firmly perfwaded of that which1s ſpo- 
ich ; ken, but will take away all Fear of 
hat | Death, and will ſay with David, T ſhall 
Jur | 20t die, but always live ta declare perpetu- 
th, : ally the works of the Lord, and praiſe him. 
or | And who: will not ſcorn at it with Sr. 

we | Paal, and inſult upon 1t, ſaying, 0 
| Death where is thy Victory? Where « thy 


ere Sting ? Where is thy Strength ? Where 
to 75 thy Terrour and Fear which Men had of 


nd thee ? Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour, per- 
| 
"ar - B 
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ito have part in his Obedience, in his Ju- 


_ celvins . 
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ceiving the time 'of his Death draw 
near, aid, that in ſhort time he ſhould 


paſ s from this World to his Father ; caj- 


ling Death a Paſſage : which ſhould Þ 
orcatly comfort us. We have almolt | 
all this Opinion rooted 1n us, and 1t 1s / 
that which doth ſo diſcourage us, That | 
it is a dangerous Paſſage, and-uncaſie : | 
Now for to take it from us, and to ſtir * 
up cur Hearts, he would needs paſs it Þ 
before us, and, as it were, ſound the 
Depth, to the end, that we ſeeing that ' 
he did not ſtick at it, thould take Cou- ' 
rage: As alſo we ſee before and after | 
h!m the Prophets, Avoſtles, Martyrs, 
and other holy Perſons have done it, 
who having palled it without any ap- 
prehenſion of Danger, and being eſca- 
ped fate and well, do now rejoyce with 
Ged, that they are gotten to the Land, 
ard to the Port where they did aſpire : 
Shall we then be ſuch Cowards ? ſhall 
we beſo Faint-hearted, and of ſuch ten- 


der and eftemenate Courage, as to fear 


:© 20 by a Place ſo frequent, anda Way 
ic 2rcat and beaten, that Men go it, as . 
{aid 
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aw : ; ! : 
lah faid ſome of the Ancients, Blindfold ? 
eal. | Likewiſe we fee that not one alone of - 


uid thoie that truſted in God, calling upon 
of # His Aid, that put themſelves to pals it, 
| didever miſcarry ; when the Children ' 
ar Of T/rael did fear at the Paſſage of the 
e- | Red Sea, Moſes did ſhew unto them, 
Fir & that if they would truit in Goa, they ſhould © 
is | ſee hisGloryand Power ; which they did 
16 þ fee, paſſing ſafely through the midft of 1 
ax + the Danger, where their Enemies did | 
_ periſh : ſo ſhall all the Faithful through 
p | the Straights of Death, provided that 
| they commend themlelves to God, and 
do only ſer their Truſt upoa him. They 
being in the Deſarts, altho* they were 
bitten by the Serpents, yet were they ? 
I preſerved from the Danger in looking 
upon him, that Me/es had cauſed to be } 
erected : So alſo, altho? the curſed and 
envious Serpent hath tainted us with his | 
Venome, yet {hall we not die, if, by 
Faith, we look upon Jeſus Chriſt Cru- | 
cified. Let Death come, ler it take us, | 
ler it bind us, yet ſhall we break the 1 
Bonds as eaſily as did Sampſoz thoſe of ; 
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the Philiſtines his Enemies ; let it ſwal- 
low and devour us as the Whale did 
Jozas, yet ſhall it fain to diſgorge and 
caſt us up again, if in the midſt of the | 
Depth we doremember God, and call  * 
upon him. Ler it bury usas it-once did 
Jeſus Chriſt, yet ſhall we riſe again as he 
did, and it ſhall be impoſſible for this 
Tyrant toretainus under his Power. 
| After having ſhewed how we ſhould 
1 Armaourſelves againſt the Apprehenſi- 
2 cns of Eternal Death ; let us allo ſhew 
| that we ought not only to Fear the 
Temporal, but alſo Deſire it; and 
'/ when it pleaſerh God to ſend it unto us, 
-” To thank him for it, to rejoyce at it, to 
embrace it, and to {ing for Joy ; whe- 
ther it be that we behold the Miſery, 
the Miſhaps and Evilsof this Life, from 
which it doth deliver us, or elſe the 
Toy and Contentment of Eternal Lite, 
whereto it doth bring us. 
| As for the Poverties, Miſeries, Incer- 
| ritudes, Accidents, and Mutabilities of 
\ this Lite, not only the Scriprure,\but al- 
vo ſo diverſe wile and great Philoſbphers 
DIY TINY: doth 
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{ doth ſhew them unto us : and there is 


one amongſt them, who, declaring the 
Original of the Greek Phraſe fignity- 
ing Life, faith, £9 T2 ww Cy; Which 


is, that Life hath been ſo called of the 


Greeks, becauſe of the violence of the 
Afaults, Exceſs, Pains, and Out-rages 
which therein we ſuffer, which are 1n- 
numerable both m Body and Soul. 

Our Bodies are ſubje& to Cold, to 
Hear, to Hunger, to Thirſt, to Time, to 
Age, and to ſo many Diſeaſes, that there 
1s no Part but hath its particular Infir- 
mity : The Feet are ſubject unto the 
Gout ; the Pelly unto Gripings ; the 


the Sides to Pleurifies; the Stomatch to 


Rawneſs ; the Lungs to the Cough; 
the Head to a thouſand Diſeaſes : we 
need but a Spider or other little Worm 
to kill us; we need but a Hair:or a 
Crum to ſtrangle us: In ſum, the Fleſh 
with all its ſtrength, is nothing elſe but 
Grals ; it is to Day green and pleaſant, 
let but the Sith paſs, it will cut down a 
thouſand Blades at once, which in an 
Hour will be drie and withered. The ' 
B 3 Greeks | 
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Greeks do call the Body of Man in their 
Language, Soma and Demas, whereof 
the one is taken from a Phraſe which 
fgnifieth to Bind, and the other comes 
near to that which fignifieth Sepulchre, 
for to ſhew unto us in what Eſtate and 
Diſpoſition ſoever he be, he doth repre- 
ſent rather Death unto us than Life, 
and Servitude than Liberty. 

As for the Soul, it is firſt ſubject to 
all the Evils and Diſeaſes of the Body ; 
for it 1s unpoſlible if that be ill, but that 
tor the ConjunCtion and Amity which 
is between them,. it muſt endure and 
teel Pain: Moreover, ſhe hath her own 
Diſtempers, as Ignorance, Sin, Miſtruſt, 


Suſpicion, Jealouſie, Hatred,Envy,Love, 


Luſt, Ambition, Revenge, and Pafſions, 
the which, as Tormenters, do hale her 
the one one way, the other another, as 
if they would pull it to pieces. TI leave 
a million of Tmportunities which ſhe 
hath, and which Man taketh to attain 
to his Purpoſes, to live in Reſt and at 
Eaſe, to be in Honour, to maintain his 
Alliances and Friendſhips, to beware of 

his 
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| his Enemies, to encreaſe his Houſe, to 


maintain and keep it in its Greatneſs, 


! the which do torment us oft times in 
7 ſuch fort, that we can neither eat or 


{leep at eaſe. 

And we muſt not think that there 1s 
any Eſtate exempt from this Miſery ; 
begin at the higheſt Prince or Empe- 
rour that ever was in the World, and 
ſo diſcourſing deſcend to the poorett 
Beggar that ever' the Earth did bear, 
and you fhall not find one Content, nei- 
ther the Artificer nor the Merchant, nor 
the Advocate, nor the Gentleman, nor 
the Duke, nor the King ; enter into 
their Cloſets, there you ſhall often find 
them, as faid Mepander, laid upon their 
Beds with a mournful Voice, and piti- 
tul, crying, Alas, alas. Valeri ix, ſpeak- 


eth of a King, unto whom the Scepter 


and Diadem were ofered ; before he 
put it on his Head, he took 1t in his 
Hands, then having looked long upon 
it, he cried out : O Diademn, if one kuew 


. the Miſertes and Incumbrances which thou 


aoe;t bring, there is no Man that fipatng 
B 4. thee. 
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"ap; ſhewing by that Exclamation, that 
the Life of RP is leſs happy than that 
of private Perſons. Tiberius Ceſar, un- 
der whom Chrift was crucified, and 


who commanded that he ſhould be ; 


worſhipped as a God alſo, as Tertulliar 
records it, after the Death of Auguſte 
his Predeceſſour, who by Will had lefr 
him Heir, as well of his Goods as of the 
Empire ; which being offered him by 
the Senate, according to Cuſtom,doubt- 
ed a great while whether he might ac- 
cept of it, by reaſon of the Fear that he 
had of the Weight of this Charge, and 
of the Pain that he was to ſuffer in the 
undergoing of it. Diocleſian after he had 
held the Empire ſome twenty Years, 
left it of his own Accord, and choſe, for 


the reſt of his"T ime, to live a peaceable 


and domeſtical Lite ; wherein after the 


ovreat Agitations and Storms of 'Trouble 
which he had during the time gf_His 
Government, he found the reſt to: 
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{ſweet and pleaſing, and his Ming. 
contented and freed, that manyutwhes 
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thee _ the Groand, would once take thee | 
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amonglt his Familiars he did witneſs, 


that the Time had never ſeemed ſo 
ood to him, nor his Sun-ſhine Days 
0 pleaſant ; ſhewing by theſe Words 


7 how he did abhor the Imperial Life, 
| although that few Emperors before or 
after him had had ſuch Honours in Vi- 


 Rories, and other Proſperities as he 


- += Ji 


- fortunes upon Men of * 


' had, 


Theſe Examples do ſufficiently ſhew, 
that the Lives of Kings is not ſo happy, 
as ſome Men ſometimes eſteem them, 
more by Errour than by Reaſon ; and 
they are far from being at Quier and 
without Trouble : For by how much 
a Tree 1s planted and ſeated 1in a higher 
Place, by ſo much the more is it ſub- 
ject to the Wind; ſo alſo are the great 
Men more than the commgn, .to divers 


Fortunes and Accidents ; theT kunder- 


bolts and the Tempeſt fall ordinarily 
in high Places, ſo do the gyeatef 


nown. [ot 
And if in this World thi Eſtates, 


Wwhich-we eſteem molt of, ; _— I 
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to fo many Miſhaps, what may we 
think of others, which we our ſelves, 
by reaſon of the Diſcommodities which 
are joyned unto them, do fly from and 
eſteem unhappy ? So we ſee that there 
is not any Eſtate, that of it ſelf doth 
make a Body happy or contented; and 
as in Eſtates, beſides the common 
Miſeries, every one hath his own parti- 
cular; ſoallo have all the Ages of Man 
Evils which are proper unto them. 

In his Child-hood he is full of Infir- 
nuties, without Vertue, without Un- 
derſtanding, without the uſe of Reaſon 
and Speech, and without Wit ; and he 
muſt be fifteen Years old before he is 
capable to know only what Eſtate 1s 


fitteſt for him ; wherein often-times he 


deceives himſelf, chuimg that where- 
uato he 1s leaſt fit, 

Is he come into his Youth ? he 15s 
raſh, adventurous, fooliſh, paſſionate, 
voluptuous, prodigal, quarrelſom, a 
Drunkard,a Gameſter ; whereby it hap- 
peneth oft, that in this Age he falleth 


into great Inconveniences and Danger, 
| L0 
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|” to be Impriſoned, tobe Hanged, to loſe 


his Goods, and even to bring his Pa- 
rents with Sorrow to the Grave. 
When this great Heat by little and 
little begins-to cool and diminiſh, and 
that he waxeth a perfect Man ; then 
he mult labour Night and Day for to 
entertain his Houſe, nouriſh his Chil- 
dren, and provide for them for time to 
come : ' He is beſieged now with Deſire 
and Covetouſneſs, then with Fear, leſt 
his Children ſhould remain unprovi- 
ded for, leſt they ſhould behave them- 
ſelves ill, and leſt they ſhould do ſome 
Diſhonour to their Houle. = 
The Age of Vertue and Perfection 
declining, behold in our fight old Age _ 
comes creeping on, in the which Man * 
is ſickly, unweildly, cold and forſaken ; 
and as among the Seaſons of- the Year, 
the laſt is Winter, and the moſt trou- 
bleſome ; ſo among[t all the Ages of 
Man, is the old Age. -* 
That which I have ſaid, 1s not the 
hundredth Part of all the Evils where- 
unto the ſick Man is ſubject ; and.ne- 
verthele# 2 
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vertheleſs that little which we have 
ſpoken of it, is ſufficient to ſhew that 
in all Eſtates and in all Apes, it is Mi- 
ſerable; and as ſaid Mezander, Life and 
Miſery are two Twins, for they are born 


and grow, they are noariſhed and live al- C 
ways together. W hich Natureteacheth us | 


in two Things: Fir#, In that the little 
Children coming into the World, they 
alwayscry, as prelaging the Evil which 
they are to endure if they live long. 
Secondly, In that coming forth of their 


Mothers Belly,-vhey are all bathed in 


Blood, and are more like unto a dead 
Man, whoſe Throat had beed lately 
cut by Murtherers, than to any thing 


'- elſe. Twoancient Philoſophers conſi- 


dering theſe things, ſaid the one, That 


God did lowe thoſe which he takes out of 


this World in theix Child-hood, The 0- 
ther, That it were good never to be born, 


|  6r elſe to ate preſently. Surely it 1s a 


wonderful thing, and which {heweth 
well that we have want of Underſtand- 
ing, that although Life were never ſo 


| ugly anddisfigured, and that ip all her 


Parts 
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Parts there were neither Grace nor 


Beauty that could commend it, we ne- 
vertheleſs ſhould be ſo in love with it, 


# that we always delire to keep it, and 


{ never to change. But we are much a- 


buſed, for it is more uncertain than it is 
miſerable : For to ſhew us the Uncer- 
tainty of it,the Ancients called it 4 Sha- 
dow, and a Dream ; which are the two 
Things in the World, the moſt vain, 


| and leaſt fixed. Pythagor as being once 


ew 


demanded what Humane Life was, 
ſpake never a Word ; for his cuſtom 
was to Anſwer and Inſtruct more by 
Signs than by Words; but went into a 
Chamber, and came forth again pre- 
ſently ; ſignifying, That the Lifeof Man | 
is but an Entrins in, and Going our, And, 3 
Jeſus Chriſt exhorteth us to Watch, 1 
and grounds himſelf upon nothing elſe, - 
but upon the Inconſtancy and Uncer- * 
tainty of this Life : Watch, ſaith He, 
for you know not at what Hour the Lord 
will come, And who 1s that Man, in 
how. good Diſpoſition and Lppagy | 
ſoever he be, that can promiſe oY | 
OnN- | 
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Continuance 1n it but a Day ? Thoſe 
eighteen Men in Jeruſalem doubted of 
nothing, when in an inſtant they were 
deſtroyed by the Ruins of the Tower 
of Sy/oe, In the time of the Flood, 
they did Build, and made Marriages, | 
and Banquets ; when ſuddenly, cone - 
trary to the Expectation and Opint- 
on of all the World, the Rain fell in 
clear Weather ; which Rain did 0- 
verflow the whole Earth. The rich 
Man, whereof mention 15 made 1n the 
Tweltth of Lake, though he was very 
{ſecure ; who having ſo much Wealth 
that he knew not where to hord it, 
made acconnt to give himſelf to Plea- 
ture, and to lve after that Time at his 
Eaſe ; when while he was ſtanding up- 
on theſe Terms, behold the Serjeant of 
God comes and Arreſts him to ap- 
pear the ſame Day, to give up an Ac- 
count, unto Him, of all the precious 
> hings and Goods which he had left, 
and which he had gathered with ſuch 
_ Labour. 
But it 15 Labour loſt to go about to 
prove 
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prove a thing ſo manifeſt, and which 
we experiment and ſee daily : For in 


this World there is nothing more ordi- 
nary, nor more frequent, than that 


which Ov ſaith, That the Life of Man, 


and all Humane Things are hanged, aud 
do hold bat by a little Thread. 

Let us behold then, ſeeing on the 
one {ide the great Evils whereof it is 
full, and on the other fide the Incon- 
ſtancy of the Good which it hath; if we 
have great Occaſion to delire God, that: 
he would prolong it unto us; or to.com- 
plain or diſcontent our ſelves at Death, 
when it taketh it away fromus? We 
have underſtood the Evils from the 
which Death doth deliver us;. let us 
now come to conlider the Good which 
it bringeth unto us, from thence we 
{hall vet better know, that we ought 
not only not to fear, ſhun, and avoid it, }; 
but alſo defire it with all Aﬀection ; for « 
one of the Goods only which we-enjoy 
by Death's means, is greater than all 
thoſe which we can have in the World, _ 
living in it for ever, 
By | 
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By it firſt we reſt, as ſaith St. John 
in his Apocalyps. And after that we 
have endured, and are almoſt conſum- 
ed with innumerable Troubles and La= 


bours, dying, our Spirit goeth into Hea- | © 


ven,and our Body into the Earth,as into | 
a Bed, there for toreſt and refreſh it ſelf. 
The poor Artificers are {o glad when E- 
vening draws near, and that it is almoſt 
Night, that they may be paid for their 
Labour,and go home to reſt themſelves, 
or when after they have laboured the ſix 
Days in the Week, that Sauzaay comes, 
when they hope to reſt and refreſh 
themſelves, and recover the Force and 
Vigour, as well of their Bodies as of 
their Minds ; we ought not to be leſs 
joyful when the Time of our Dearth 
draweth near, which we ought to wait 
for, and deſire as of Holy-day ; in the 
which we hope to reſt, and by the Plea- 
fure which therein we take, preſently 
forget all the Sorrows and 'Troubles 
which we have had in this World. 
The End of all that we do, and of that 


| Which we propoſe, Is it not our Reſt ? 


Why 
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Why do we gather Goods with a thou- 


| ſand Troubles and as many Dangers ? 


Why do we Study ? Why do we Fight?- 
Why do we Labour ? Why do we all 
other Things ? Is it not by that means 


| to come to Eaſe and to Reſt, which we 


pretend and ſeek as a Soveraign Good-?- 
W hat 1s the principal Reward which: 


| God doth promiſe to his People, and to- 


all thoſe that ſerve him faithfully ; Is it 
not a perpetual Reſt, whereinto he him< 


{ ſelf is entred ſince the Creation of the 
| World ? When we do Pray unto Him 
| that Fi Kzngdom come ; Is it not to 
{ the end that we ſhould be in Peace and 
| Reſt? Finally, What we do hope for at 


his Hands, Is it not That? Then the 


| Reſt which God hath promiſed us, 


which we demand of him, which we 
wait for, and which we do purpole as 
the End and Concluſion of all that we 
do and undertake, is given us by no o= _ |} 
ther Means, but by Death. Some ſeek _ 
for it in their Goods, which they love, |} 
ſuppoſing there to find it ; others in Stu- 
dy,others in Yoluptuouſneſs and won 
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ay 
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Iy Pleaſures: Bur all this is but an A- 
buſe; for it is found no where but in 
Death, which we ought more to loveſ 
for this Reaſon,than the Wordling doth 
his Pleaſure, the Covetous Man his VP 
Treaſure, the Scholar his Books, or the 
Ambitious his Honours; by reaſon that 
12 one Hour it putteth into our Hands, 
and gives us the enjoying of Goods, } 
which they cannot find by great La- 
bour all their Life-time, in the afore- Þ 
laid 'Things. Furthermore, Death cauſ- |; 
eth that by it we are content, ſatisfied, 
and very happy : Happy are thoſe which | | 


aepart in the Faith of our Lord, ſaith St. 
Fohy, Then is this Bleſſedneſs the ſo- 
__ Good whereunto we aſpire,anc | 
which we cannot find in this World, \ 
where we are never content. If we » | 
have Goods, we deſire Knowledge; if 
we have Knowledge, we deſire Hon- 
ours; if we have Honours, we deſire 
Health ; if we have Health, we delire 
to be Young : Briefly, we always want 
ſomething which we ſeek after, and 


when we cannot get it, that is a cauſe 
of 
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1 A. Grudging and Diſcontentment : But 
t in Þen ſhall we be fully ſatisfied, as faith 
ove Pavid, When by Death we are come to 
oth Ie Kingdom of God, and his Glory hath 
his {peared unto-ms, 
he In itareall Things ; it 1s the ſove- 
at Jaign Good which doth comprehend 
1; Bil others; therefore when we ſhall 
!s, Save it, our Appetite and Deſire ſhall 
2. Feit in it ; we ſhall reſt there withour 
-. Foing any further, without demand-- 
C ng or ſeeking for any Thing elſe. Then: 
1, {hall be accompliſhed That which Jeſus 
, {Chriſt hath promiſed to all his Paith- 
ful, who, believing in him with an en-- 
[tire Faith, and ſuch a one as God re- 
| quires in his Word,will raiſe up 1n their 
Hearts a Sping of Water of Lite,ſpring- 
ling to Life eternal, We ſhall no more. 
 { fear any Thing, being no more in Dan- 
{ ger; we ſhall defire nothing, having 
! all in our Poſſeſſion ; we ſhall hope for: 
4 nothing, for all Promiſes ſhall be ac- 
| compliſhed.; we ſhall no more ask any 
' Thing,for we ſhall have no more Need; 
| God ſhall beall inall. If we will be. 
Rich, 
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 Fulſtice, the Fountain of Water of Life, 
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Rich,we ſhall then have Him that doth 
1nrich all thoſe that call upon His Holy": 
Name ; if we will be Wiſe, we ſhallp* 
have the Heavenly Wiſdom ; if we willf"* 
be Mighty, we ſhall have the Almigh-F® 
ty ; if we defire Good, we ſhall have} 

the only excellent Good; if we will beF* 
Fair, we ſhall have the great Architeck,] 
and perfect Workman of all Things :| 


r 


- 


s 
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If we will be Healthful and live long, | 
we ſhall have the Eternal. 

All our Senſes ſhall be raviſhed with: | 
the Greatneſs of the Pleafures which | 
they {hall have and feel. 'Our Eyes ſees | 
ing the great, ſumptuous, and magni- | 
ficent Palace of our God ; ſeeing the | 
perte&t and ſoveraign Beauty of His | 
bright ſhining Face ; ſeeing the Sun of Y 


C 


the Tree of Life, the Paradiſe,that is to {| 
lay, the pleaſant Garden of our God, | 
Has fair and noble Company of Angels, 
of Apoſtles, Patriarchs, Martyrs, and 
of all the bleſſed Spirits. And if the on- 
ly Sight of Jeſus Chriſt transfigured in 
the Mountain, was of ſuch great Pow- 
| er, 


Y the Fears of Death. __ 2 9 
doth ws 


Toly&r, that St. Peter, (all other Things for- 
haſÞotten) in an inſtant, was thereby 
wilgranſported out of himſelf, and deſired 
gh.o to remain perpetually: What may 
2veſve think of the Joy and Pleaſure that 
' be ſhe receives, who ſeeth Jeſus Chriſt 
ck, plorified, and with him his Father, his 
rs : FHoly Spirit, and all the aforeſaid AL 


* 


g, {embly * Eye hath not ſeen, Ear hath not 
| Rheard, Heart hath never conceived the 
th $Good, the Pleaſure, the Ref, and the 
h IContentment, prepared for thoſe which 
>. || God hath elefed to Salwuation. 
. | Our Ears fhall likewiſe be raviſhed, 
e | hearing the Diſcourſes and Sermons of 
- | the incomprehenſible Wiſdom of our 
F @God: Again, the good Muſick, the 
| | fiveet and pleaſant Accords of the An- 
/ gels and Saints reigning with Him , 
} which ſing without ceaſing, To the Ho- 
ly, Holy, Holy God of Hoſts, be Honour 
_ aud Glory, for ever and ever, Solomon 
| upon the Earth raviſhed the People, 
# and made them aſtoniſhed at the great 
{ Wiſdom and Knowledge that was in 
him. So did Jeſus Chrilt alſo when he 
| preach- 


” 
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preached. W hat can he then now dlfſ? 
in Heaven, where all the great Tea 
ſures of his Divine Eloquence are un 
folded and laid open 2 When Acſchinth 
had repeated to the Rhodians the 04: 

ration of Demoſthenes, for the whichſ 
he was baniſhed, ſeeing that they mar 
velled at it, W, hat would you have done 
(ſaid he) if 'yor had heard him pronoun 
:t? Wealfo that are fo raviſhed only 
with the reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
when we {hall hear Jeſus Chriſt pro- 
nounce them, and with open Mourh| 
diſcourſe continually with us; ſhall we | 
not. ſtand before him in the like Ex- * 
taſte as was St, Paul, being raviſhed 
into the third Heavens ? Shall we NOT 
have our Eyes ſettled with continual 
looking upon our Maſter, and our Ears 
always attentive to hearken unto him ? 
Plato gave God T hanksfor three things, 
For that he was a Man ; for that he 
was a Grecian ; for that he had been ſo 
happy as to hear Socrates: And ſhall 
not we give him Thanks for that we 
are Chriltians,for that we are heavenly, 


nd 
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and for that, by the means of Death, 
we hope eter nally to hear the Wiſdom 
"Wof God ? 
We have ſaid, what we ſhall ſee and 
{hear ; and now what ſhall we taſte ? 
We ſhall be ſet at the Table of our 
Lord, where we thall have abundance 
of all 'good Things. It ſhall be covered 
with Meats that he hath prepared, and 
reſerved a long while ſince, for that 
11/6 Banquet ; we ſhall there be fed with 
"5, | the Bread of Fas: ; we ſhall be made 
T0-f to drink in Brooks of Pleaſure; we 
1} ſhall be filled with all good Things; we 
! ſhall be always at Nuptials, and-in an 
-! inſtant we ſhall forget all the Delights 
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Heaven j as did the Companions of 
' Ulyſſes all other Meats, when they had 
caten Lotos ſo celebrated by Homer. Tt 
15 another manner of Manna than thar 
of the Children of 1/rae!, for they wax- 
FT ed weary of it, and were ſorry in the 
Deſart, that they had Ioſt the Quails 
and Fleſh-pots of Egypr. But we in 
© þ Heaven, atthe firſt taſte of the Meats, 


\} 
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of the Earth, having taſted thoſe of * | 


> | which _ 
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of this World. We have here caten 
of the Fruits of the Tree of Knowledge 


ann adi tw avs dhe _ 
—_ bo me Wor forte nbborwee ares 
he 


Odour that the whole Heavens ſhall be 


. tice, which Jeſus Chritt made for us on 
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which there ſhall be ſerved us, 1hall| 
loſe 'then all Appetite to the Pleaſures 


of Good and Evil,againſt the Command} 
of the Phyſician ; whereupon follows | 
ed the Sickneſs and Death of all. Burt | 
in the Kingdom of God, and of Para- 
diſe, we ſhall eat of the Fruit of the 
Tree of Life, which ſhall always keep 
ns young and freſh; and which 1s 
more, will make us incorruptible and 
1mmortal. This is that which we ſhall 
taſte; What then ſhall we ſmell” A | 
Hull of Perfumes, the Garments of the | 
Bride and the Bridegroom, pertiumed | 
with all odoriferous andfragrant things. g 
It ſhall be then that the Church ſhall | 
Triumph, and that the Vine, being 
bloſſom'd, ſhall give ſuch a pleaſant ' 


filled with it. 

There ſhall be no Stink, for there 
{ſhall be no Corruption ; we ſhall there | 
Mlainly ſmell the Sweetneſs of the Sacri- 


Earth, 
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Earth, ſo great and pleafant, that the 
Father for the Pleaſure which he took 
in it, was reconciled with the World, 


ral 


|f 

ra and his Anger towards us hath been 
1nd} appeaſed. What a pleaſant Sacrifice, 
ww. and precious Incenſe is alſo the Praiſes 


| of the Saints, who with one Accord do 
ra. | glorifie, God, and fſancttifie his holy 
he | Name? . Moreover, what an Odour 
gives that fair Flower ſprung from the _ 
is | Root and Sap of Jels, now that it is1n- 
ng | its Force and Strength? To conclude, 
al] | we cannot miſs'there to ſmell good Os > 
A | dours; for our Winter ſhall then be ' 
he | paſt, and we ſhall be in a perpetual 
-4 | Spring-time,- wherein all things ſhall 
= @ grow and' flouriſh for the Delectation 
11 } and Pleaſures of the Church. © For to 
| fatisfie our Deſire, and-conrtent all our 
at | AﬀeCtions, we ſhall touch no more, nei- 
> | ther ſhall we be touched of any Thing 
that may hurt us, We ſhall be gather- 
4 ed up by. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Sa- 
& ; yYiour,; who will come at the Entrance 
| | to receive us, ſaying, Come hither faith- 
ful Servant, thou ha#t ſerved me faith- 
C fully. 
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fully £4 the World, while thou ha#t been in 
the World ; enter now into the Joy and || 
Re#t of the Lord. He will kiſs and em- | 
brace us, and will keep us near to his 
Perſon, without ſuffering. us to depart 
or £0 far from it, ; 1:16 
Now it the greateft Good, and that | 
unto the which all others are referred, 
be this Felicity, which doth confiſt ina 
-poſſeſſion and enjoying of all-Good, to 
the contentment of our W1ll, and of all 
our Senſes, with what a Deſire ſhould 
we wait for Death, by the which we 
attain it? | 
Moreover, Death doth deliver us out 
of all Dangers: In this World Night 
and Day, within and without we are 
always in fear of Peril: Our Life is a 
cruel and bloody War, we have a great 
many Enemies that invade us continu- 
ally, and do aflay by a!] means ro De- 
ftroy us: The Devils watch for us, 
and-ceaſe not-compalſling about like de- 
vouring Lions, and as raveningW olves, 
to {ce whether they cannot ſurprize us, 
and carry us-away 3 the World ſome- 
times 


' ty and muddy Ways, without being 
bl | C 2 : _ 


A 
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times by Enticings, and Allurements ; 
ſometimes by Threats and Violence,en- 
deavours to try and turn us out of the 
right Way : Our Fleſh on the other ſide, 
doth flatter us, and the better to under- 
mine us, with great Cunning doth pro- 
pound and lay before us, Things where- 


* 1n we have moſt Delight ; it weepeth 


alſo ſometimes, to {tir us up to pity it, 
all to the intent to win us, and caufeus 
in all Points to yield unto it, and that 
it may maſter us. Cn 
Now if we conſider our Infirmity, 
our Stupidity and Negligence, the lit- 
tleWarineſs and Watchfulneſs that is in 
us, we may judge in what Danger we 
live: It is impoſſible that we ſhould live 
in this World among ſo many that are 
infeQed,and that with fo great aConta- 
gion, without falling often into Sick- 
nels. Ts it poſtible that we ſhould {6 
often grapple with ſuch ſtrong and 
mighty Enemies, without being ſome- 
times {ſtaggered and overthrown ? Isit 
poſſible that we ſhould go in ſuch dir- 
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defiled ? Welſee it in good Saints of old 
Time, who could not govern them- 
ſelves ſo well, but the Serpent, who al- 
ways dogs us at the Heels, hath reach- 
edthem with his Venom ; but that they 
havefallen in divers Faults, fomein In- 
credulity, orhers 1n Idolatry, others 4n 
Adultery, others in Exceſs and Drun- 
kennels, others in Murthers ; there 1s 
none of them but hath his Fall, yea 
ſometimes {o great and heavy, that they 
had been altogether bruiſed, 1t God 
had not upheld them with his Hand. 
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 Ought not we then follow the Example | 


of St. Paul, and as he did cry, Who 
ſhall deliver us from theſe Dangers 
wherein we live, while our Soul is in 
this miſerable and mortal Body ! Let 
us confeſs that it is our Gain, and Profit 
for to, Die, that by Death we may be 
fully delivered fromall mortal Things. 

Again, Death puts us in full Poſlet- 
fion of all the Promiſes of God, and of 
thoſe good Things which Jeſus Chriſt 
hath / parchaſed for us, and that we 
hope.ſor him. He in Dying hath freed 
hs | us, 
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us, and purchaſed our Liberty, and ne- 
| verthefels we ſee our ſelves ſtill in great 
Servitude. | 
We are Kings, Lords, Judges, Heirs 
of God, Co-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt the 
Prince of Heaven and Earth; yet it 
ſeems not fo, while we live 1a, this 
World ; for here we are beaten and 
uſed like Servants, like Children under 
Age, we have as yet no uſe nor mana- 
ging of our Goods: Kings and great 
Lords tho? we be, we are often in fuch 
Neceſlity, that we have neither Bread 
to Eat, nor Water to drink, nor Wool 
to cover us. Moreover, Jeſus Chriſt 
bath purchaſed for us the Grace of God; 
a perfect Juſtice, Lite eternal, an m- 
mortal Incorruption, Glory and Ver- 
tue to. our Bodies, and to our Soubs'an 
aſſured Peace and Quietneſs, » Joy'and 
a Contentment ; but this Good hath-nor 
yet been deliver ed-unto us,. for often- 
times we experiment the Wrath and 


Judgment of God ; we feel' the Con- 


cupilcences and vicious Defires of our 
Fleſh. | 
4 9 In 


[I 


46 A Diſcoarſe againit | 

In our Bodies there 1s Corruption, y 
Mortality and Weakneſs ; and*in our * 
Spirit, Troubles, Anguiſh, and as it 
were a ſtudious andinteſtine War be- 
tween our good and bad Defires, which 
fight the one againſt the ocher ; and be- 
cauſe theſe Evils are more grievous, ſo 
are the aboveſaid Goods more great, 
and more to be defired. It then, altho? 
they be already purchaſed for us, antl 
chat they be ours, we nevertheleſs can- 
not come to the Poſſeſſion of them but 
by Death, are not we for this reaſon 
much bound unto it? Ought not wt to 
| love and deſire it-? 'T he Children, of 
TIjrael being arrived at the River of Jor- 
aan, ſeeing on the other {ide thereof the 
fruitful Land which God had promiſed 
them, and that being paſſed , they 
ſhould begin to enjoy it, and toreſt, had 
they; not great Cauſe to Rejoyce, and to 
ras the River with great Alacrity ? 
And why not we, when we ſhall come 
near unto Death, that 1s to ſay to the 
Paſſage, beyond the which. is our Coun- 
try, our Houſe, our City, _——— 
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| afid Kinsfolks, bur Reſt, our Joy, and 


our Pleaſure? 'The Child who during 


} the Time of his Minority hath always 


lived inFear and baſe Servitude;doth he 
not rejoyee when he ſeeth the Day com- 


| ing wherein he doth hope to have Li- 


berty,- and quietly to-enjoy his Goods ? 


; | So ought every. faithfal Man, ſeeing 


the Day of his Death draw near, tm 
the which. he ſhall be put in Poſſeſ-. 
ſion of al} the Goods which God hath . 
given him, and the Gift wholly re- 
figned. | 

When a Man that hath undertaken 
ſome long'and tedious Jonrney, having 
travelled many ou and being wea- 
ried on the Way, ſeeth the Gateof the 
Town whither he goes, doth he not 
Rejoyce, and as it were leap for Joy ? 
Doth he nor give God Thanks, gong 
iato the Town, that it hath pl:aſed him 
to conduct and bring hirs ſafely tht 
ther 2 Now ever ſince we were born, 
we have always been in this World as 
Strangers, we have done nothing elfe. 
but Travel in this low Place, as ina 
"34.4 C4 great 
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'Waters,which had broken and torn all, 


— 
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_ Deſart, we have here/wearied our * 


elves ; .then ſecingiDeath, near. unto | 
us, that. 15 to ſay, the' Gate: where- | 
by. we muſt enter into the; Kindom of | 
our God; .and the Stairs; whereby we ! 


- muſt, aſcend unto. his, Holy Mountain, * 
have we not Occaſion to conſolate our | 


ſelves, and to leap for Joy, conſidering | 


. that we arealmoſt arrived at the Place, | 
where we hope-to reft, perpetually ?.;1f | 


poor Adam. being. driven out «of, the | 
earthly Paradiſe, -after he had taſted of | 
the Miſeries whereinto he precipitates | 
himſelf by his-Sin, had been called thi- | 
ther again, and ſet in his firſt Eſtate, 
what. Occaſion, ſhould {he have had to | 
Rejoyce ? Andwe allo, who. after fo 
many and divers Afflictions, are called 
out-by God, by the means of Death, 
into.no earthly but heavenly Paradiſe, 
nat Adar?s, but God's, where there 1s 
no- Sin, where there is no Serpent, w here 


there is no Forbidding, in ſhort, where 


there 15,no Fear nor Shame. W hen No- 
4b after the Flood, and falling of the 


bee 
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; began to ſee the firm Land; he did'Re- 

} Joyce, and for Joy ſacrificed to God 

/ a Fhankſpiving; altho” it was aceurf- 
ed, and brought forth Thorns ad Tus 
{tlesas before. What more prenvOc C= 
caſion ſhall we Have, when after th che 
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wehavein this World, we ſhall begin 
to ſee and ſalute the Land of the Living; 
the bleſſed Land, the Land that was 
promiſed to the Good, the Landflows 
ing with Milk and Honey, , ane all 
ſweet and ſavory Things? When Jo- 
/eph, after he had a long time been Pri: 
loner in great Calamity, ſiddenly;with- 
out thinking thereon; was raiſed-to ſuch 
Digaity, that he was next rhe King'in 
Eyypt, making Laws and Ordinar66s, 
for to diſpoſe the State'of the Kindom, 
had nothe Matter of Conſolation/?'!s" 
We have no leſs, but nwch imore, 
when after our Prifons, Captivities, 
Servitudes, Baniſhment, and 1ſ6'rnatiy 
other AfMiQtions which” we" ſuffers i 
this World, we by-Death are ina Mick F 
ment lifted up' from the Dunghil into 
A Hea- 
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Heaven, there to reign with Jeſus 
Chriſt, and tobe Partakers of his Glo- 
ry,. of tis Honour, of his Faith; of his 
Reſt, and of his Table. F 

Was i not a great Joy to the Jews, 
who- had .. been Captives . threeſcore 
Years in Baby/on, amongſt the Idola- 
ters in great Miſery, deprived. of the 
uſe and benefit of ſpiritual Things, ſuch 
as to. aſſemble together to praiſe God, 
and-to hear his Word, and to do other 
things appertaining to the. Office of a 
Chriftian ; weeping ſometimes when 
they, were by themſelves, and hanging 
up; their Harps and Inſtruments, thro? 
Grief that they could not: ſerve:God ac- 
carding to- their Deſires, nor ſing his 
Praiſes. among; the Strangers ;. was it 
not; a-great Joy-then in theſe Circum- 
ſftanges. to: have the King's Letters to 
retura into-their Country, build their 
Temple-;,and there, according to their 
ancient Manner, in all Laberty Serve, 
Praiſgand-W orſhip, their. God? And ts 


| itleſtoius,. whemafter a long and te- 
| diqus Captivity that we: have endured 
x. d - in 
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in this World, converſing with Idola- 


ters, Unbelievers, Blaſphemers, De- 
ſpiſers of God, and of his Word, we 
are delivered and have our Paſſport to 
£0 into this celeſtial Jeruſalem, and in- 
to the holy 'Fetmple of our God, there 
for' to praiſe him perpetually, and in 
beholding his Goodneſs, to glorifie and 
ſanQifie his holy Word ? 


vants of God, and [then ſhall: be ac- 
compliſhed That which hath been-pro- - 


miſed'/them; You that do weep in this 


World are happy, for you ſhall laugh: 
there ſhall be no more Grief, nor Com- 
VEL plaining 
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| plaining, nor "Tears ; for-God, at our 
coming into his Kingdom, will w1pe 


them away from our Eyes ;\we ſhall be 
comforted, and we ſhall reſt i in Abra- 
hams Boſom, as did Lazarws; ;there 


ſhall beno orher Queſtion;; but of fing- 


ing and ſaying everyone to our Souls, 
Praiſe' thou the Lord, O my Soul! 
and all that is within me Praiſe his Holy 


Name. 


So to theHarp _y_ other Inſtruments, 
Go to, awake that you may now be ſet 
up againin the eſtate to ſerve God, and 
praiſe him for hs Goodneſs ; ſay to all 
BE, Church, 
grve "Thanks unto the Lord, and 
"it ” his. Name : Q ! let your Songs be 
of him =; praiſe him, and let your Talk- 
ing be of all his wondroas Works. 

Say toall Creatures, Bleſs the Lord 
in all his Works, praiſe and exalt his 
Name. Bleſs God ye Angels; of -Hea- 
ven, . Sun, Moon, Fire, | Air Water, 
Eatth, 'Trees, and Beaſts. A Maid that 
hath long time been Retrothed, deſires 
that the Day of her Marriage were 
| come, 


! 
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come,andwhien itis comeſhe rejoyceth, 
ſeeing. that ſhe ſhall ſoon be brought 


\ to her Husband's Houſe to dwell per= 


etually with him ; We. ought allo to 
nfort: our ſelves, when the [Time 


' draws near that our Lord;,muſt:come ; 


and we ought to attend him. waking as 
did-the five wiſe Virgins, that fo-ſoor 
as he ſhall be come, we may go into the 
Wedding with him, and that the Gate 
be not ſhut againſt-us, as it-was againſt 
the five foohi{b, becauſe they were fal- 
ten aſleep: | 55:21 29H '\ 

Another Reaſon why Death is to be 
wiſhed for,. is that it cauſeth us'to ſee 
our;'Friend and Saviour ' Jeſus Chriſt, 
of whom we have as yet ſeen but the 
Picture. The, Prophets and Apoſiles 
have deſcribed him-unto us fo Fair, of 
ſuch a comely Stature, fo' Courteous, 
ſo Vertuous, ſo Loyal, ſo Eloquent, fd 
Lovely, ſo Noble, ſo Rich, ſo. Loving 
of - Us, ., thatfor our Salvation he-didia- 
bandon-his: own Lite , which ought 


more to-move us thanany other Thing; 


Where is. that Perſon , who having 
S ET heard _ 


\ 4 2V 
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heard of ſo' many Perfections- to be-in 
his.:'Priend! would: not burn, and be 
altogether tranſported with Deſire and 
AﬀeCtion to ſee him ? If our King, ot 
fore Prince of Renown comes into our 
Country, we'defite roſe himy: becauſe 
of the Report which-we have heard-of | 
his Vertue' and” Valour, If Hereales, | 
' Alexander the Great, Ceſar Cato, of 
| whom wefo' mugh commend the anci- 
ent Pictures; were'now 1nthis World, 
we would, thro? Curioſity, go a huns 
dred Miles to ſee them ; with what an 
Aﬀection chen ſhould we aſpire to that 
Day, in the which we ſhall Face to Face 
fee and behold that ſo mighty Prince, 
who-with aninvincible Force hath bro= 4 
kenthe head of aHl ourEnemies;who like 
unto a valiant Joſþuz,in deſpite of them, 
hath brought us through the Dangers, 
and conducted us into the Land which 
God promiſed us? What a Pleaſure 1hall 
© be't0 us to ſee himglorious, andiin tri- 
umphant Array, and round about him 
the goodly "Trophies of hisgreat Vito- 
ries fet up? It is ſaid, thatwhen Alexan- 

: | aer 


| der had overcome Darius, King of the 
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Perſians, entring into the: Place, where 


| he made his Reſidence, heſits down 


in his Fhrone, and. that preſeatly a. * 


y Greek Gentleman. of his Company be- 


ganto weep for Joy, in ſpeaking theſe: 
Wards: O nappy Day in the which-we 
ſee our King victorious againſt the Bar- 
barians, and their Pride.trodden under 
Foot ! O that all Gzegg& had now the 
Sight and the Pleaſaxgiof this SpeQa- 
cle. Think what Joy'it will be alſo. 
to every faithful Man,. to ſee Jeſus 
Chriſt in his. Royal Seat, holding un- 
der his-Feet all his Enemies and ours, 
but eſpecially the'Serpent, whoſe Head 
ts already. broken,, and now he doth-no» 
thing elſe but wag his Tail, waiting 
his final:End; wiuch ſhall be at the Day 

of Judgment, Many Kings and Prins 
ces did with great AtﬀeCtion. deſire to 
ſee him, when-he. was on Earth inthe 
Formof a-Servant; And Si##e0z,becaule 
he faw him fo, did ſo rejoyce,, andiwas 


| {© ſatisfied; that he feared-no more to 


die; Ought.notwe more tqdelire to ſee 
| him 
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him in Heaven ina Kingly Robe, with 
Company , - Greatneſs, Majeſty and} 
Pomp, and in the State ofa Lord * The 
Queen of Sheba, who being induced by 
the Rumour which was Tpread over all] 
the Earth ofi the great'Court of King | 
Solomon, came running thither, from 
the fartheſt part of the South to ſee him, 
and to hear-his Wiſdom ; and after ſhe 
had diligently-#gaſfidered his great and | 
marvellous Witlom ; the Order, the | 
Splendor, and State of hts Houſe, ſtood | 
all aſtoniſhed,- and with-great Admi- | 
ration, ſaid, O how happy are the Ser- || 
_ wants of thy Hoaſe, who may/ſee thy Face || 
every Day, and hear thy Divine Speeches ! | 
Let us ſay alſo, O thrice, and four times ) 
happy arethe Faithful, who dying go di | 
rectly to Heaven, #0 behold the Face of | 
Teſirs Chriit, whois Greater than Solo- | 
mon: For the only Contemplation of F 
it, makes Man contentin every Point ; | 
in taking from us the Memory and þ 
Feeling: of all other Pleaſures, cauſerh 
that we cannor, nor will not turn our | 
Eyes 'and/Fhoughts from 1t.' [Now | 
il Death || 


On RT 
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R Death doth not only cauſe-usito ſee Te- 
| ſus-Chriſt, 'but maketh us with him to 


behold. the Angels; the Patrjarhs,- the 
Prophets, + the: Apoſtles, the: Martyrs, 


1y whicht have been fingular in*Graces 
and Vertues. And vit any] Man»that 
hath a-Heart towards God, deſires to 


ſee the: Church well ordered in this - 
World, :and preferreth it.to all that can 
be given him. ; albeit, rhe Order'ts ne- 


ver-1d. great; yetthere \wilhber many 
\Fhings:more to bedefired'; with what 


Vehemence .and Heat then ſhould he 


wiſh to ſee.itin Heaven, without Spot, 
-or:Wrinkte, thining l:ke the Sun, cloth- 


edin.Robes as white-as SnowyFfertorth - 
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'Fhe laſt Reaſon, for the Which' we 
ought to deſire Death, is, that by it our 
Spirit being parted from: the -Body', 


which dothclog it, is more at liberty, 
and more capabie to look into the. My- 


ſteries of God. We live alin this World 
with a natural Deſire ta know ; there- 
fore it is:that for our Contentment, we 
ſeek always. to hear and fee fome'No- |} 
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velties ; now 1s it not poſſible that here 
beneath we ſhould come to any great 
Knowledge, 'chiefly of the Truth, as 
well becauſe that of it ſelf it is obſcure 
and hard to \know $ as alſo, for the 
Cares, Peturbatiohs, Afictions, Paf- 
ſions, &c. wherewith our Mind is in- 
tangled and hindred, whilft it is in our 
Bodies, winch are unto it as Duſt in a 
Man's Eye, which doth hinder it froth 
1 diſcerning any thing underftandingly.. 
| , 'Fhisis the Reaſon wherefore God'ſaith 
 wnto Moſes,T hat whilft we live we cannot 
fee tt clearly: For the which alſo St.. | 
Paul laith, Thar we know bat in part-; 
and St.. John, That we may ſee the Myſte-- | 
ries of our God, but as it were in a Glaff,. 
or throuzh a Window ; bat when our Soul 
fſball be parted from this Body, and the 
Latl taker away which blindeth her Eyes, 
then ſhall. it behold and ſee God Face to 
gee, then ſball it have the perfeft Kpow- 
leagt of him anti of Jeſus Chrift his Soz, 
andiin it Eternal Life. We ſhall behold 
that which now we worſhip for we ſhall 
exper into the Sanitaary of our Lord, and 


& there 


bo 
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theyre ſhall look on him without ceaſing, the 
Propitiation azd the Cherubins : Nothing 
neither of the Law nor the Goſpel ſhall be 
any more unknown or hid. from us. God 
w1ll {hew ynto us, as unto his Friends 
and Fanuliars, all the Riches - of his 
Houſe ;, he will talk friendly with us, 
' and will impart all unto us. An an- 
Fcient Man, turning. from Merchan# 
hy diſe, and being entred into the 

{where Demeirs 1x, and Phalere ix, 
M read, - when he had heard him a lits- 
| tle while, begins to complain, and faid, 
RO unhappy Man that T am, have the Goods 
| of this World been the Cauſe that F 
| have been ſo long deprived of ſuch good 
| Things as theſe ? Let us allofay, O Mis 
ſerable Life, wilt thou lait much longer ? 
Wilt thou not ſhortly let us go whither we 
aſpire? which is. the Schodl of our God. 
Mat we loſe ſo many Days ? Happy Death 
wilt thou not haſten to bring us. thither ? 

We ſee by theſe Reaſons what occafi-. 
on we have to: fear, flie from, and com- . 
plain of Death, which isa Reſt and Sleep- 
moſt- dehghttul above all. other 31 for 
; D there 
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there is no Noiſe nor Dreams to trouble {| ; 


or interrupt it : it is a wholſom Medi- 
cine, which being ſwallowed, doth heal 
us of all Diſeaſes, and taketh all Pain 
from us ; Which Socrates-confidering, 


after he had drunk the Poiſon by the F : 


Commandment of the Athenians, who 
had unjuſtly condemned ham to die, 
when the Venom'was diſperſed in his 
Members, and his Friend Crz7o, a little 


before he gave up the Ghoſt, had asked { 


him; if he would 'command him no- 
thing ; No, ſaid he, but that thou offer 
Sacrifice to' Eiculapl 18, the God of Phy- 


fick, to give him Thanks; for I never 


took a Medicine of ſuch great force, nor 
which wrought better, Tt 1s a great ſhame 
that theſe Pagans 1n-their Ignorance 


and Infidelity {ſeem to be better Inſ{tru- 
fed and more Vertuous than we are ; 


| for we fear Death, and flie from it, as 
an evil Thing, and they hold and e- 


feem it as an incomparable Good, E- 4 


paminondas, at the Hour of his Death, 
perceiving his Friends about his Bed 
weeping, comforted them, ſaying, Re- 
291: " "Þ _29e&- 


; 
{ 
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Joyce O my Friends, for your Friend Epa- 
minondas 7s going to begin to live, Is 
Death then an Evil, which hath no- 
thing elſe of that which we eſteem 
Death, but the Name and Reputation, 


for indeed it is a Life ?-- Alſo is this Life 
a Good,which hath-but'the Name of it, 
for in EfteCt it is a'very.Death-? Both 
the one and the other, as faith St. Fohx 
Chryſoſtom, 15 masked, and have both 
Falſe Faces.” Life, which is ſo evil-fa- 
voured hath the fair, which maketh it 
to be feared and hated. When it pre- 
Tents it ſelf unto us ſo mask'd, at the 
firſt it ſeems fearful ; but if we put up. 
the Mask we ſhall find it underneath fo 
. Fair and Beautiful, that ,preſently we 
ſhall: be inflamed with the Love of it. 
| Let us then take away. this vain Fear 
| of Death ; let us believe that which is 


ET 
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true, that it is the greateſt Good that 
can happen unto us. That which ag- 
; ciently Apollo anſwered to Pindar, be- 

ing queſtioned, what thing he did E- 
ſteem the moſt Healthful and Profhta- 
ble to Man, To 4dze, anfwered he. *Tt: 
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is ſaid of Cleobis and' Biron, that God. 
would recompence them for their Pie- 
ty, and Obedience, and Reſpe& which 
"they had born towards their Mother : |} 
if now having given them leave to de- Q. 
1 mand what they would, they referred þj: 
/ - themſelves to his Judgment, as know- 
ing beſt what 1s moſt profitable and ne» | 
ceſſary for us than ourſelves :. What Þ} 
came of it? The ſame Day they died. Þþ; 
W hereby did appear that there is no- 
thing -profitable unto Man, than 
Death, 'by the which we are led into a | 
place of Pleaſure, where we begin to || 
live. | In the old Time the Sepulchres |, 
were built in Gardens, which was done |; 
not only for to bring into our Minds our 
End, in taking off our Pleaſures and Des | 
lights, and by that means to moderate 
them, but alſo for to! inſtruct us, that 
Death is a Guide tro Pleaſure and 
Paradife, and 1s as a Paſſage for to 
enter into a pleaſant Orehard ;. tt 1s 
the reaſon for the which at Athers, 
when they buried the dead Bodies, they 
turned their Faces towards the Eaſt, 


and 


% 
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; L 


a0d:y0t toward the Welſt , to ſhew that 


the Fears of Death. Gs 


Why.do-we put our Bodies -in Sepul- 
Cchres as in -Cheſts, if it be not to: ſhew 


{ that they are not loft, but laid up ag pre- 
$ cious Veſlels of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
thatin time they ſhall be taken foreh; 


and:ſhall be-put into Light, for the De 
coration-of. the 'Houſe of their Lord. 
Theſe things conſidered, let us take 


away all Fear and Apprehenſion of 


Death, let us rejoyce and:'fing'as de 


[the Swans when they are near their 
EDeath; 'let us fay with David, Lord T 
Shave been glad when it Hath been ſaid unto. 


me, Go to, let us go into the Houſe of our 


Lord. 


It-remains now, before we end this 


wreſentTreatiſe,to ſhew how we ſhould 


behave our ſelves at the Death of our 


FFriends, and how to mitigate the Sor- 


rows, Which we conceive for them, 
which to do, -we muſt conſider that 
vhich followerh : | 

Firft, The unavoidable Neceſfhty of 
11! Men, the which cannot be —_ 
E 


PR 
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| his Sickneſs, when there,was yet ſome 


| are gone, tenewing it by.the.remem- | 


[a 
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and unprofitable, he:lefthis Mournins 


ee eggs 


ed neither: by \C6unſelnor/any* other 
means.'' David" having' regard i\there- 
unto, did -comfort thimfelf::after the 
Death of his little Child, for whom he 
had wept and prayed. ſo much during 


Hope to. impetrate of God, by humble 
Prayers, that he would reſtoredhim to 
Health'; -but when he ſaw thar'it was 
too late, that. all/Tears were: now vain 


and beganitdrejoyces: Jeſus Chriſt fairh 
that every Day hath AMittionsenough | 


of itſelf to trouble us,. without heaping 


| 


on thoſe of -othefs, either of thoſe that | 


brance of them ;* or of thoſe which-are 
to coine, anticipating by Fear and:Con- 


fetture.. I his'1s an TInftruction: moſt; 


neceſſary, and which we ought to take, 


for'the Reſt and Tranquility.of our 


| Minds, 


-:Secondly, We muſt conſider when 
our Friends dye, that it:15 the Will of 
God which. doth, nor--ordainerh, : no- 
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as ſaith St. Paul, to thoſe that are lo- 
ved of God, all things ſucceed and turn 
to their Profit : If we do not believe, 
that we are Unbelievers ; if we be- 
lieve it, we ought not to grieve for any 
thing that befals us ; for all is profita- 
ble to us. Now there 1s no great rea- 
ſon that we ſhould hide us from our Pro- 
fit : The ſoveraign Wiſdom of God is 
the Cauſe that there is nothing better 
done than that which he doth ; and his 
Goodneſs that there is nothing better : 
if there be nothing better, nor better 
done than that which he ordaineth and 

diſpoſeth ; and he diſpoſeth of us, and of 
our Afﬀairs, and generally of all that 
which happeneth unto us, why do we 
ſorrow, why do we deſire any thing 
elſe ? For we cannot have any thing 
that is better ; why do we complain! 

for all is well and cannot be better 
gone. - .. | 

We muſt, thirdly, think, that to-Die 
is a thing general and common to all : 
We pals and fly away as doth the Wa- . 
ter of a Brook ; and it is an ACt and Sta- 
D tute 
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tute of our God, that we muft Dye all : 
if then that happen unto us which is 
common to all, is it not a great Folly 
and Pride in us, to defire to be exempt 
from the common Condition, and to wiſh 
for a particular ? What are we the worſe 
that our Friends are dead ? ſo do thoſe of 
our Neighbours die. Mezander, writing | 
to a Friend of his to comfort him, alledg- 
ed this Reaſon unto him: Thos ſhouldF? have, 

faith he, ju## Occaſion to grieve if thy Fortune 
and deſtiny were worſe than other Mens; but if \ 
:r be alike, why doFt thou complain ? Thereare | 
more, that it we would diligently confider 
and make an entire Compariſon between us 
and others, we ſhould find there are an in- 
finite many worſe fortuned than we are. 
And that is true which Anaxagoras ſaid; as | 
reporteth Yalerizs, That if it were poſſible to | 
afſemble all the Atiſeries of the World on a beap, 
and afterwards to part them by equal Portions, 
there :s not he but would rather chuſe his own, 
than his part of the whole Heap, Seeing that 
we are not alone lofing our Friends, and 
that if we will look into it, we ſhall find 
that there are enough more il] at Eeaſe 
than we: Let us content our ſelves, that 
ſo it pleaſeth God, and let us not deſire 
Immortal Friends, where we ſce thole of 
others to be but Mortal, 
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Again, let vs think that it is a natural 
thing to die, as it is for Winter to be. cold 
and Summer hot. Our Bodies (faith St. 
Paul) are mortal ; then let us not marvel 
if in Winter there be Rain, Froſt and Snow, 
for the Seaſon brings it : Let us not mar- 
vel that the Night follows the Day, and that 
Man at Night after his labour goeth to ſleep, 
for all that is natural. Alſo ought not we 
for the the ſame reaſon to be aſtoniſh'd 
when a Man dyeth ? No more, faith St. 
Bafil, then when he is born and cometh in- 
to the World, for the one and the other 
is ordinary : And want of conſidering it, 
is cauſe oftentimes that at the death of our 
Friend we are ſo amazed, as if it were a 
thing prodigious and not ' accuſtomed. 
When News was brought to Anaxagoras 
that his Son was dead, it moved him not af 
all, only he ſaid, That it was not a new and 
unuſual thing that a mortal Man ſhould die, 
and that when he begot him, he did not 
beget him immortal. What made him fo 
conſtant, but that before-hand he had fore- 
ſeen and often conſidered that it ought {o to 
come to pals, being a natural thing ? 

Moreover, we muſt conſider, that Death 
is a Tribute which we owe and are bound 
to pay unto Nature. Thou art Duft and 


Earth, and. to Earth thou ſhalt return ' 4 
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ſaith God, ſpeaking to Man after he had 
finned : Then, when one of our Friends 
dieth, why are we diſcontented ? Becauſe 
he hath quitted. himſelf and payed what he 
ought? If he had payed his King the 
Tribute and ordinary Tax, we would ap- 
prave of that as. moſt right, -and an Obedi- 
ence and Duty towards his Prince ; and if 
he bath done as much to Nature, what rea- 
ſon is there to grieve at it ! 

Again, that init-God heareth us, for we 
ask of God that his Kingdom come, 
and that his Will be done; what do we jeſt 
with God, asking him that which we would 
not have, and fear to obtain? and do vex 
our ſelves, and murmur, 4nſtead of giving 
him thanks when he bath granted our Re- 
queſts? We ſhew well that we think little 
on the Prayers which we make: for if we 
thought upon them, either we would not 
pray ſo, or elſe in praying, ſo. if God 


_ our Requeſt, we would not be ſorry 


or it. : 
Again, that when our Friends die we 


loſe them not ; for our Lord, whoſe they 
are, both before and after Death, is not the 
God of the Dead but of the Living. Cirz, 
ſpeaking to his Friends hefore his Death, to 
comfort them, ſaid, Do not think when 1 


ſhall be dead that I am loſt, or ſhall come 
| | to 
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to nothing. When we ſow a Land, the 
grains of Corn are not loſt, they rot there- 
in, but it is the better to fructifie.; ſo are 
our Bodies in the Earth, for to revive one 
Day, and to rife again in Incorruption, 
Immortality, and Vertue. When alfo a: 
Man goeth along and tedious Journey, do 
we think him loſt ? When any one of our 
Friends 1s at the Court with his Prince, 
who will not ſuffer him to depart out of 
his Company, raiſed to Honour, and pro- 
vided of great Offices, are we ſorry for it © 
Why then are we ſorry for. a- Friend, 
whom we know aſſuredly to be in the' 
Houſe of God, in Honour and Credit, and 
ſo well at eaſe, that he would not change 
for all the Felicity of this World ? Again, 
that it is a very unhoneſt and unſeemly 
thing 1n a faithfnl Man to grieve ſo immo- 
derately and as if he were deſperate: A 
Chriſtian ought to have a Strength and 
Courage, which ſhould be invincible a= 
2ainſt all Adverſities, and even againſt the 
Gates of Hell ; He ſhould be like a Build- 
ing grounded upon a firm Rock, that may 
hold firm againſt all the Storms, Waves, 
and Winds, and all the Inconveniences 
wherewith he may be aflailed ; he muſt not 
be ſoft, and yield preſently to Adverſity, 


melting in Tears, and therein drowning 
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in time paſt had a Law, by the which it was 
ordained, that whoſoever would weep for 
the Death of his Friend, ſhould put on 
Womens Cloaths, to fhew that it 1s more 
anſwering to a cowardly and effeminate 
Heat, than to manly Courage. 
happens in Mens Bodies, that when they 
are tender and delicate, they cannot en- 
dure the cold in Winter, nor yet the heat 
in Summer; ſo may we judge of- ſuch 
Courages, that if they cannot bear Ad- 
veriity without Impatience, no more can 
they Proſperity without Infolency. ' 

We mult finally conſider, that by the 
Tears and Complaints which we uſe at the 
Death of our Friends, we do not remedy 
our ſelves, no more than doth the lick 
Man his Diſeaſe by his Sighs, but rather 
doth encreaſe his Miſery. And we may 
ſay that even as by common Experience, 
and the Reports of Phylicians, we ſee in 
cholerick Folks, that the more they an- 
ger themſelyes their Rage and Choler doth 
augment : Alfo in the mouraful and hea- 
vy People, that continuing in their Tears 
and Lamentations, their Sorrow doth grow 
and ſtrengthen. So ſaid an ancient Phi- 
loſopher to Arcizce, to comfort her, 1f, 
ſaid he, thous lovet Tears, they will love thee 
| YUCte 


(as David ſaid) his Bed. The Lacedemonians 


And as it 
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reciprocally, and, as Friends, will always fre- 
quent and accompany thee, What then doth 
this great Mourning profit us, if not to 
make us more miſerable? Ay, but will 
ſome ſay, in excuſing themſelves, it 5 a na- 

tural thing to Weep at ſuch an Accident, I a=. 
cree to it, neither will I condemn a mode- 


rate Sorrow. As a certain Man ſaw an 
ancient Philoſopher weeping for the Death 


; of his Son, and did reprove his Inconſtan- 


' cy; he anſwered him very well, ſaying, 


' Good Friend, ſuffer me to be a Man. 


Tre Sidi ide 


We 
muſt not be like Barbarians or Savage- 
Beaſts, without Humanity, without Aﬀe- 
Aion, without Pity or Feeling. 7 w:fh, faith 
Pinder, not to be Sick; but if I am, I would 
not be without Feeling ;, for it is an evil Sign, 
when in our Sickneſs we are dull and feel nothing, 
Then when in our Mourning we ſhall keep 
the Mean, and ſhall avoid the two Ex- 
treams, which St. Baſil doth condemn as 
vicious, which 1s, that we be not Stoicks ; 
that is to ſay, without AﬀeRion; nor ſoft 
on the other ſide, to ſuffer our ſelves to be 
won and overcome with Sorrow. Ido ap- 
prove that if we ſhew our ſelves Men in 


| _ Weeping, let us alſo ſhew that we are Chri- 


ſtians furniſhed with Hope in Correcting 
and Moderating our Sorrows. Others ſay, 
I loved them ſo dearly, If thou lovedſt him ' 
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ſo dearly as thou ſayeſt, ſhew it, and re- 
joyce at his Happineſs and Reſt. I rather 
believe that which cauſeth in us this great 
Mourning, is the Love which we have of 
our ſelves, which is the cauſe that we grieve 


at the loſs of our Friends, not for the Re-| 


ſpe which we have to them, but to our} 
felves, being diſcontent to be "deprived of | 
the Pleaſure and Conſolations which they | 
gave us. Which Jeſns Chriſt ſaid unto his | 
Diſciples, ſeeing that they grieved that he } 


had told them, that in ſhort time he ſhould Þ 
be put to Death : It is. not for Love of me | 


that youare ſo heavy ; for if you loved me 
you would be glad, foraſmuch as it is my || 
Good or Happineſs to Die. Others ſay, 
He was ſo hone a Man, therefore 1s it that 
God took hinz, as be did Enoch, for fear let 
by the Malice and C Corruption of this Age, he 

ould change,. When the Fruit 1s ripe, mult 
it not be gathered, for fear leſt it ſhould 


Tot on the Tree? Others ſay, He died in | 


the Prime of his Age. By ſo much the hap- 


Pier is he; For, as faid Amacharſrs, That | 


Ship 7s bappie#t whcch arriveth fir $7 at the Port. 
Moreover, there is no certain Time deter- 
mined for all Men to die ; but, as we ſee 
in Fruit-time, fome are 'eathered {ooner 


than the others f{oisit amongſt Men. There | 


are ſome alſo that ay, He mu$t, Honour the 
Dead, 
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Dead, by Iourning for them; falling into 
the Superſtition of the Jews, who, hold- 
ing this Opinion, did hire certain Singers 
and Muſicians, to ſing Pitiful and Funeral 
Songs for the Death. of their Friends; 
| which Jeſus Chriſt did reprove in the 
{ Houſe of the Prince 'of Synagogue : and 
; not without cauſe, for it is not good in 
J Praiſe of a Body to mourn for it : Com- 
/ | plaints and Tears are rather ſigns of Miſe- 
J ry than any thing elſe, We do not now 
5 weep for the holy Martyrs, which yet we 
7 ſhould do, if in Tears there did conſiſt 
| any Honour; but we Honour them by a 
7 Remembrance of them, with Bleſſing and 
” 5 Thankſgiving, and by Pain and Study we 
{ endeavour to follow them. If likewiſe we 
have a- Friend whom we will Honour after 
, } hisDeath, it muſt not be with Tears and 
. $ Lamentations, but rather by an honoura- 
* 
Z 


* - ble Manſion which we are to make of him 
' } andof his Vertues, and by a defire which 
/ we have toimitate and follow his good and 
"| laudable Courſe of Life. 
| It is time to conclude this preſent Trea- 
tiſe, and to reſolve on the precedent Rea- 
ſons ; that we muſt neither fear nor fly 
Death, but rather love and deſire it more 
that Life, and prefer the Day of our } 
Death before the Day of our Birth ; for by } 
Ds "_ 
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our Birth we come to Pain and Afiiction; 

and dying, we go to God, and to perpe- 
tual Reſt. Let us then ſtrictly examine 
them, and judge of them, that we may 
take away the Fear of the one, and the ex- 
ceſlive Love of the other. God through 


his holy Spirit give us the Grace to do it ; 
ſo be it, 


—— 
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OF THE 
Reſurrection of the DEAD. 


| St as in all times there have _ 
been ſome who have mocked at the 

Reſurre&tion, and have utterly de- 
nied it : Mat. 12. As 17. 1 Cor. 15. tt is 
not without good Cauſe that the Apoſtle, 
St. Paul, doth ſo carefully teach us; that the 
Dead fhall Riſe again : for even as this 
Knowledge doth bring unto us a ſoveraign 


| Joy and Conſolation, and doth give us a 


Will and AfﬀeQtion to follow, unto the 
end, Jzsus Curisr our Head and Spouſe, to 
be Crowned with him, with that eternal 
Beatitude which God hath prepared for his 
Children, 2at. 25. ſo alſo thoſe that are * 
not aſſured of the Reſurre&tio#, which is {/ 
the Foundation of our Religion, are leſs af- | 
fe&ionate to follow the Lord, and to give - 


themſelves to Piety and Juſtice. And we : 


muſt not doubt but the Wicked, who aban- ; 
don themſelves to all Impiety againſt God, 
and who, without Remorſe of COTE | 

| o/ 
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do exerciſe all ſorts of Wickedneſs againſt 
their Neighbours, they do it ſo much the 


more freely, as to perſwade themſelves 
that if they eſcape the Fudgment and Pu- 


A clear Declaration 


niſhment of Men, they ſhall hear nothing 


of it after this Life. For ſeeing that to a- 
void only the Vengeance of the Magiſtrate 
In this World, they hide as much as they 
can their Iniquities, and give ſuch good Co- 
lours to their Miſdeeds as poſſibly they can, 
that they may not be convicted Wicked ; 


how much more do you think they would | 
be bridled from doing Evil, if they were 


perſwaded that although their Bodies Die, 
yet their Souls ſhall remain Immortal, and 
ſhall endure the Judgment of. God which it 
hath deſerved ; and. that one Day their 
Bodies ſhall riſe again, that both Body and 
Soul may be eternally tormented in Hell, 
Heb. 10. by the Judgement of God ſo hor- 
rible and fearful, Heb. 10. whereupon we 
may ſee how neceſſary it is to know that 
the Dead. ſhall Riſe again, this Doctrine 
being the principal Upholder of Chriſtian 
Religion ; of which, it a Man be not alto- 
gether perſwaded all is nothing. And it 
| is impoſlible to perſevere amongſt fo many 

Difficulties and Afflictions which are dai» 


ly preſent at the Serving of the Lord : 


For if the Hope of the Reſurrection were 
| | | not, 
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not, we ſhould be the moſt Miſerable of 
the Earth, Cor. 15, feeing that in this 
World the Faithful are ordinarily more 
afflicted than the Infidels ; but our Conſo- 
lation is the Promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
alth 2ngh the World ſhall rejoyce for a time, 
and that. we ſhall weep, John 16. Rom. 8. 
P/al. 37. and 73. the time will come that 


our Head will vifit ns, and rejoyce our 


Hearts with a Joy that ſhall neyer be taken 


from us. 
Now for to underſtand this Article of 


Faith, we muſt well conſider theſe three 


Points : 
Firſt, We muſt know whether the SouT 


's now dieth with the Body or no. 


Secondly, Whether the Body returns " j:” 
to the Earth, that it cannot riſe again. + 
Thirdly, If it doth riſe, who is it doth 
raiſe it, and in what Eſtate it ſhall be when 


riſen, 
Toe 9X O1NT. 


S for the Firſt Part: The Lord for 
to declare unto ns the Immortality: 
of Souls, compares Death to the Sleepof 


. Man, and ſaith that thoſe that are Dead, 


Sleep : aſſuring us, that even fo as when 


the Body doth Sleep, the Soul doth not 


Sleep, 


— — 
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Sleep, as appears by ſo many Dreams 

which Men have; that alſo, although the 
Body ſhall be put into the Sepulchre, as in 
a place of Sleep, nevertheleſs the immor- 
tal Soul ſhall be gathered and aſſembled in 
its place; from whence it ſhall come again | 
at the Day of Judgment to put on her Bo- 
dy, that therein ſhe may enjoy the happy 
Life , or ſuffer eternal Puniſhment , Roma. 
2. Mat. 25. Luke 8. The Apoltle ſpeaking 
of the Daughter of 7cairm ,. whom the 
Lord did raiſe again, faith, That the Spi- 
rit did return into her ; ſhewing that it was | 
not Dead like the Body, but only that ſhe 
was gone to the Place, from the which, by 
the Commandment of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhe 
came again to re-enter into her Body : as 
alſo that of Lazarus of Bethlem, John 11. 
For even ſo as the Body doth return to the 
Earth, from whence it was taken ; ſo the 
Spirit doth return to God, who gave it. 
The ſame Evangeliſt declares, that the 
Soul of Lazar lives in Heaven, and that 
of the evil rich Man in Hell, Z#ke, 16. 
And the Lord Dying, to ſhew that the 
Soul was not ſubject to Death as the Body, 
did recommend his Soul to his Father, Luke 
22. Aits 5, St. Steven the firſt Martyr, re- 
commended his to Chriſt, ' St. Paul deſired 
to be diſſolved, and to be with Jeſus, Phl.1, 
| knows 
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knowing that after his Soul ſhould be deli- 
vered out of the Priſon of his Body, it 
ſhould go to the Joy of the Children of 
God. Unto: the Thief it was ſaid, This 
Day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe, Luke 
23. John 5.6. which cannot be underſtood 
of the Body, but ſhews that the Faithful 
dying, makes the Paſſage from Death to 
Lite. 

The which ought only to be underſtood 
of the Soul, ſeeing that the Body muſt firſt 
be brought to Earth, and that it muſt put 
off all Corruption, for to riſe at the laſt 
Day. Incorruptible and in Glory , Matth. 
22. Thus Jeſus Chriſt againſt the Saddu- 
ces, who denied the Immortality of Souls, 
fhews, that foraſmuch as God calls himſelf 
the God of Abraham,of Iſaac, and of Facob, 
Exod. 3. infallibly the Souls departed do 
live : for he is not the God of thoſe that 
are dead in ſuch ſort, that they are no 
more, but he is the God of thoſe that are, 
and that live; and doth good to the Po- 
ſterity of thoſe that are, and not of thoſe 
that are not ; which cannot be underſtood 


but of their Souls, ſeeing their Bodies were 7 


returned to the Earth. Whereby weſee 
that they deceive themſelves greatly, that 
fay that their Souls die and vaniſh with the 
Body where they ſleep: alſo thoſe kove F 
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who think that they enter into other Bo- 
dies, fark 6. Luke 9. Even the Pagans, 
by natural Apprehenſions, have believed 
that the Souls were immortal; as we ſee 
that Emripides, in the Tragedy which he en- 
tituled Hecuba, doth declare it, when he 
brings 1n Polixena ſpeaking. to Heeuba, and 
dying, ſaying to her, Whar ſhall 7 ſay to 
Hector thy Huthand, who was dead ? She an- 
{wered her, Telt him that I an the moSt 
wretched in the World. And in that which 
he entituled, The Supplicant, he ſays, The 
Spirit ſhall return to Heaven, Likewiſe Pho- 
lides ſays, That the Soul is immortal, and, 
living always, waxeth not old, Pythagoras, in 
his Golden Verſes, ſaid, If when thou ha$t 
left the Body thou come#t into Heaven, thou ſhalt 
- be as ae l:ving always. and being 20 MOVe 
mortal. Cicero likewiſe writes of it in his 
Book of Friendſhip, and in that which he 
writ of Age, in ſome ſort comforting him- 
ſelf in the Hope which he had of the Im- 
mortality of the Soul. We ſee then that 
it is a thing moſt aſſured, That the Soul 
is Immortal, as the Lord by his Word, 

which is the infallible Truth of Heaven, 

doth ſhew it us. And likewiſe, the Pa- 
gans, how ignorant ſoever they were of 
the true Religion, have well underſtodd it. 

. Wherefore thoſe that deny the Immorta- 
lity 
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lity of Souls, accuſe God of Lying, and 
make themſelves in a worſe Eſtate than the 
Pagans. | SS. 

This Knowledge 1s a great Conſolation 
to the Faithful in all their Afﬀictions, and 
doth take from them the Fears of Death, 
knowing that their Souls, being ſeparated 
from their Bodies, live in Heaven, 1 Johz 2, 
in which they are admoniſhed, not to ſettle 
themſelves upon the tranſitory things of 
this Life ; and not to load their Souls with 
the Burthen of Sin, to the end that dying 
they may be raiſed up towards God our 
Father, and Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, unto 


| whom we ought with a ſtedfaſt Faith to re- 


commend them. Now even as the Faith- 
ful do rejoyce at it, the Unfaithful, on the 
other ſide, knowing the Souls to be Im- 
mortal, are fo much the more fearful of 
Death ; ſeeing the eternal Pains and Tor- 
ments to be prepared for them at their go- 
ing forth of this World, James 1. 1 Per. 
I. 4- So that which ſerveth to the Elect 
for Joy and Inſtruction, is unto the Wick- 
ed nothing but Sorrow and Occaſion of 
Deſpair. 
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Ouching the Body, it is all apparant | 4» 

| that it is ſubje& to Die, as well be- | - 
cauſe that we know that thoſe that were in ] 
times paſt are dead, and that we ſee that | xx 
thoſe of our time die one after another; as | þ 
principally becauſe that the Lord declares | | 
l 

: 


to Adam, that by reaſon of his Sin, he with 
his Poſterity ſhall be ſubje& to return into 
the Earth, from whence he was taken, Ger, 
3. The Apoſtle ſays, Aom. 5. 6, That by | 
Man Sin came into the World, and by 

Sin Death, and ſo Death came unto all 
Men, by reaſon that all have Sinned, and 
the Reward of Sin is Death, whereof the 
Hour 1s uncertain unto us, Zzke 12, Al- 
though we are certain that it is the Jour- 
ney that every Man muſt go, by reaſon 
that unto them all it is ordained to Die 
once, Fo/. 12, 1 Kings 2, The Scripture is 
full of Teſtimonies upon this matter, al- 
though it be well enough known of all by ._ } 
every Day's Experience, Heb. 9. Fob 14. 
The Pagans themſelves without Inſtruction 
of the Word of God, have well under- 
itood. that unto Man it is a thing that can- 
| not be avoided; as Evrripides ſhews it 1n 
Ls the Tragedy of the Supplicants, ſayin, 
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} That every part of Man mu$t return from 
whence it came, the Spirit into Heaven, the 
| Body into the Earth,. which is the Mother and 


Nurſe thereof. Wherefore it is a thing known 
to all, that we muſt die : But now by how 
much it is eaſie to believe, that Neceſlity to 
Die 1s impoſed upon us, by fo much is it 
more difficult to believe that our Bodies 
being returned to Duſt, ſhall riſe again : 
And indeed the ſenſual Man cannot come * 
prehend any thing therein, neither hath 


_ any thought of it; as we ſee that the Pa- 


g4ns never thought of it, although that 
they have diſputed of the Immortality of 
Sonls. But the Man that 1s regenerate by 
the Spirit of God, doubts not but that the 
Lord can raiſe the Dead, ſeeing he will 
have 1t fo, and that nothing can hinder 
his Will, P/al. 115. For, as faith the Pro- 
phet, he doth what he will, Apoc. 4. We 
muſt then ſee how the Scripture doth aſſure 
us, that the Bodies as well of the Good as 
of the Wicked, ſhall riſe again, the firſt 
to be Crowned with Glory, the other with 


perpetual Infamy,, Dar. 12. For to teach us 


the Reſurrection, it compares Death to a 
Sleep, as hath been already ſaid, to the 
end we may be certain that as the Bodies, 
after they have laboured, ſhall reſt by 
fleep, that they being awaked may with 


fo **/ 


{ {3 


= 


th. 


. A clear Declaration 


Sono 


ſo much more Alacrity return to work; fo P —- 
when we ſhall have made an end of this | L: 
preſent Life, our Bodies ſhall be brought | tc 
to the Tomb, as in a Bed of Reſt, for to | E 
riſe again from thence at the latter Day, | ri 
and be put into their place. Fob, prophecy- | tl 
ing of the ReſurreQaion, the which he did © { 
firmly believe, ſays, 1- know that my Re- | 1 
acemer liveth, and that he will ſtand up at the | 
' latter Day upon the Earth; and although after | C 
: 

{ 


my Skin, this Body ſhall be devoured by Worms, 
yet with my Flejh ſnall T fee God, IT ſhall behold | F 
him, and my Eyes ſhall look upon him, and 
one other for me, although my Reins are Ccon- 
famed within me, Fob 14, & rg. David fore- 
tels the Reſurrection of Chriſt, by whom 
we ihall riſe again, the which was figured 
by this, that Jonzs was three Days and 
three Nights in the Whale's Belly, as Je- 
ſus Chriſt himſelf declares it, John 2. ar. 
1:2. The Prophet T/aiah in the 26 Chap. 
ſneaking of the Ele&, faith unto the Lord, 
with Faith, Thy Dead ſhall live, and rife 
again with my Body; Awake, and rejoyce 
the Inhabitants of the Duſt : for thy Dew 
is as the Dew of the Fields, and the Earth . 
| fhall caſt forth the Dead. The Lord wil- 
ling to aſſure his People 1/rael, that deli- 
vering them from the Captivity of ZBaby- 
_ lo, he would bring them back into = 
, Lan 
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Land which he had given them, he faid un- 
to them, in a Viſion, by the Prophet, 
Ezek. 37. that as certain as the Dead ſhall 
riſe, ſo certainly will he deliver them from 
the Captivity of the Babylonians, for to 
ſet them in Peace in their own Land. Da- 
ziel faith, that thoſe that fleep in the Duſt 
ſhall awake, ſome to eternal Life, and 
others to perpetual Shame and Infamy; 

and thoſe which have been wiſe, ſhall ſhine 


as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and 
thoſe which do perſwade Man to Righte- 


ouſneſs, fhall be as Stars for ever and ever, 
Dar. 12. Jeſus Chriſt ſhews the Sadduces, 


that the Dead ſhall riſe again, becauſe that 


God 1s their God, Aatth. 28. In St. 
Fohn, Chap. 6. he faith, that the Will of 
his Father who ſent him, is, that he ſhall 


> loſe nothing of all that he hath given him; 


but that he ſhall raiſe it up at the latter 
Day. The Apoſtle declares that Chriſt 1s 
riſen again for our Juſtification. Then he 
faith that even as we die in Adam, io we 
ſhall riſe again, and fhall be quickened i in 
Chriſt, Rom. 4. 5, 6. 1 Cor. 15. For ſee- 
ing that he who is the Life, when he was 
put into the Tomb, thereby made many to 
riſe again, by much more reaſon now, being 
riſen again and glorified will he raiſe us a- 
gain, Fobn 19. Pſal. 36. Matth. 27. In like 


man= 
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manner he declares, That he that believe 
Jeſus is dead, and riſen again (of which we 
have the ſureſt Teſtimonies) ought by the 
fame Parity of Reaſon to believe, that 
'God will bring from the Grave thoſe that 
fleep in Jeſus, who ſhall from thenceforth 
ever live with the Lord : Wherefore, ſays 
St. Paul, comfort one another with theſe 
Words, that 1s, let this be your Conſola- 

tion in the midft of all your Trials, Affli- 
_ Gtions, and Troubles upon Earth, that , 
they cannot laſt long, but muft end with 
your Life; when you ſhall deſcend into 
the Grave, where you fhall not long re- 
main, but the ſame Power that raiſed your 
Bleſſed Redeemer from thence, ſhall have 
the ſame Effe& on yon, and likewiſe raiſe 
you'from the Dead; and you ſhall be joyn- 
ed'with Chriſt your Head, and live with 
him in everlaſting Glory : this 1s the very 
Sum of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the 
higheſt Point of our Faith. 

All Humane Wiſdom, which is Folly be- 
fore God, Matth. 24. 25. cannot perſwade 


' themſelves, that the Bodies which are re- 4} 


turned into Duſt: can riſe again, 1 Cor. 15. 
Phil.7. nor thoſe which have been burned, 
whereof the Aſhes have beendiſperſed with 
the Winds, 2' Cor. 5. As 2. 4. nor thoſe 
which have been devoured by Birds and 
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by Beaſts, and digeſted, and reduced to. 
Dung, 1 Thef. 1. nor thoſe which have pe- 
riſhed in the Waters, which have been Food 
for Fiſhes, 1 Pet. 1. 1 Cor, tr. But the Lord 
F by that which he had done before, plainly 

| ſheweth, that hereafter it ſhall be very eaſie 


= for him to do what he will with our Bo- 


” dies; For, ſeeing he hath made all things - 
= of nothing, can he not make that to return 
K to Life, which hath already been ? Ger. 1. 
Pſalm 33. Gen, 1, And, as he made Man 
;. firft of the Earth, can he not as well make 
| him to riſe again from it? Ger. 1. In the 
> beginning the Earth was fo obedient unto 
* him, that when he commanded it to bring 
U forth the Bud of the Herbs that beareth 
|. Seed, and the fruQifying Tree, and. the 
living Creature, Beaſts, Worms, &«. it of 
it ſelf immediately brings forth that which 
' before had never been : How much more 
eaſily, by the Commandment of God, may 
{ it reſtore many which have already been, 
'- and ſhall be returned intoit ? John 11. We 
_ ſee that although that ELazarm of Berhania 
$ had already been three Days in the Earth, 


{WJ 3nd nevertheleſs when the Lord command 


ed him to come out of the Earth, preſent- 
ly it was done : He himſelf alſo roſe again 


Þ. from the Earth the third Day, for to aſ- 


[0 ſure us that he will Taiſe us again, Marth. 
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28, Apoc, 1, For as Death conld not over- 
come Jeſus Chriſt, but that he 1s riſen, ſo 
ſhall it not be able to hinder his Members 
from riſing again, becauſe that he hath as 
much Power over the Dead;as over the Li- 
ving, Rom.14. Gal.1.1 Theſſ.1.4. If God hath 
raiſed the Head, it followeth that he will 
alſo raiſe the Body, which we are, if we be- 
lieve, When we conſider that he did hin- 
der the ſo hot burning Furnace from doing 
any hurt to Shadrach, Meſach and Abednego, 
Eph. 4. Dan. 3. we fhall not find it an im- 
poſſible thing to God, to make them riſe a- 
gain which have been buried, that they 
may be reunited unto their Souls. And he 
that ſhut the Lion's Jaws, becauſe they 
ſhould do no harm to Daziel, Dan. 5. fhall 
be able to raiſe thoſe again which have been 


devoured. And he commanded the Fiſh to ! 
caſt up Fonah, Jon. 2. alfo can he eaſily cauſe ' 
that the Sea ſhall obey him, when he ſhall | 
In brief, { 
the Faithful cannot donbt of his ReſurreCQti- | 
on, knowing that neither Death, nor Life, 


command it to caſt up his Dead. 


nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, 

nor Things preſent, Kom. 8. nor Things to 

come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any 0- 

ther Creature, can ſeparate him from the 

Love which God beareth in him, in Jeſus 

Chriſt our Lord, Kev. 20. For alſo the Sea 
207% 


muſt 


| 
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©. muſt caſt up thoſe dead Bodies which are 

| in it, and Death and the Grave, thoſe 
. | whicharein them ; foraſmuch as the Lord 
; | hath the Keys of the Grave and of Death, 
having Power over them. 

Rev. 1, Moreover, God cannot be True, 
nor truly Wiſe, nor Almighty, nor Juſt, 
if he doth not raiſe the Dead, and by Can- 
ſequence. cnot be God : And ſo who de- 
| nieth the Reſurreion, denieth alſo that 
, | there is a God; for ſceing by his Word he 
- | promiſeth to raiſe up the Dead, if he do it 
- | not, he is not true. And, ſeeing that he 
y declares, that he will have it, if he doth 
e | it not, it follows, that it is for want of 
y Knowledge, and of Power, and ſo ſhall nei- 
In 
, 


ww 
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ther be truly Wiſe nor Almighty. Alſo 
he ſhall not be Juſt, if he doth not render 
; to every one that which he promiſeth him; 
e , for the Author to the Hebrews, ſaying that 
11 } God is, faith alſo that he is a Rewarder of 
f, | j thoſe that ſeek him, Zeb. 11. Matth. 10. 

i- | Mark $. Luke 9. Now i in this World, the 
e, | Children of God have nothing but Afti- 
'S, | tions every Day, being ſet out for a Show, 

tojas Men condemned to Death, and being 
o- | made a Spectacle to the World, to the An- 
he |gels and to Men, Cor. 4. Fohn 16. Asour 
us [Saviour alſo faith to his Diſciples, You 
ea {hall Weep and Lament, and the World 
uſt E | ſhall 
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ſhall Rejoyce, 2 Tim. 3. And the Apoſtle 
declares, That whoſoever will live holy 
in Chriſt, he ſhall endure AfiQion, As 
''$.20, 21, We ſee that the Apoſtles and 
thoſe which received their DoQrine, have 
almoſt always been in continual Aﬀit tions, 
Col. 1. Heb. 10. 11. In our time che Af- 
fictions of the Faithful have been notori- 
ous, that there is none ſo fimple - but may 
ſee them, arch, 6. Mark 14. - Cor. 10, 
11. 1 Thefſ. 1.3, On the coni-ary part, 
the Wicked, inſtead of receiving Puniſh- 
ment in this World, are ordinarily better 
_ at their Eaſe than the Faithfal, and do 
flouriſh like the Bay-tree, as ſaith the Pro- 
phet, P/alm 37.. Wherefore there muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be another Place where the Good 
fhall be recompenced with Joy, and the 


Wicked with Sorrow ; otherwiſe God '_ 
ſhould not be juft, and Chriſt ſhould have j 


died in vain. But ſome one will ſay, God 
doth accompliſh his Promiſes upon the Souls 
of the Juſt, and his Threatnings upon thoſe 
of the Unjuſt, and by that means God ſhall 
not ceaſe to be Juſt, although he ſhould not 


raiſe again the Bodies of Men. With this, 
we mult conſider, that if it be ſo, that aj 


free Retribution is done to the Soul, as 
(according to the Promiſe of God) it ought 
to be done to the Juſt, and - ; 

Jjuatiyl 
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,- juſtly inflifted upon the Soul of the Repro- 
| bate, to the end that the Juſtice of God 
| may be ſafe; ſo muſt it alſo of neceſſity be, 
| that the Bodies be recompenced , ſome 
| with Honour, others with Diſdain, to the 
\ {© end that God may remain Juſt for ever. 
" | For'eyen as the Soul of Man, renewed by 
the Holy Ghoſt, giveth it ſelf to ſerve God; 
ſo doth the Body, when it ceaſeth from 
j Evil-doing, and being even ready to be 
martyr'd for profeſling the Lord, ſerving 
to Juſtice and Holineſs, Rev. 12, For Ex- 
| ample, we have the Prophets, Rom. 6. Atts 7. 
St. Stephen, the Apoltles, and ſo many Mar- 
>- | tyrs, and true Servants of God, whoſe Bo- 
&= | dies have greatly given themſelves to ſerve 
d God, Rev. 6.8. Alſo in like manner as 
ne } the Spirit of the Wicked doth imploy it 
od ; ſelf but only to offend God, likewiſe they. 
Ve! employ their Bodies to ſerve to Filthineſs 
ol} and Iniquity, and to do all Evil, Rom, 6. 7. 
uls} Therefore juſ{t it 1s, that the Bodies of the 
ole} Saints which ſerved God, and of the Wick- 
all} ed which diſobeyed God, ſhould both be 
not] raiſed by him to receive accordingto what 
TIS) they have done for, or againſt him. Fur- 
it a] thermore, They who deny the Reſurre&i- 

» ©} on of the Body, do likewiſe make the In- 
18H} carnation and Bodily Paſſion of Jeus Chriſt 


IT 2 unprofitable : For if the Body do not riſe 
iſt] | l | E, | T4210 
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again,, what needed he to take Humane 
Nature upon him, and to ſuffer in it, to 
deliver. onr. Bodies from the Everlaſting 
Curſe ? Seeing, that if it were ſo, that the 
Bodies being dead, ſhonld To return to the 
Earth, that they ſhould have no more Be- 
ing, and fo could neither enjoy Happineſs, 
nor ſuffer Pains and Sorrows; had it not 
been enough that he had only ſuffered his - 
Soul, oy heavy to Death, for to deliver 
the Souls from Hell ? Mark 14. Whoſo- 
ever then denies the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
Bodies, through Ignorance, makes the Hu- 
manity of Chriſt unprofitable, and accu- 
ſeth God the Father of Cruelty, as if he 
had taken Pleaſure to ſee his well-beloved 
Son ſo cruelly entreated, without having 
(for his part) deſerved it, and without | 
'that it ſhould ſerve to the Elect : He ma- ' 
keth him alſo (for his part) in Blaſphe- |; 
ming, a Lyer with his Father, becauſe he 
fays, that he will raiſe him at the laſt Day. 
In-like manner doth he accuſe the Holy 
Ghoſt of Vanity, which by the Mouth of 
the Prophets hath prophecied and foretold 
the ReſurreQton of the Dead : Alſo he diſ- 
annvulleth Chriſtian Religion ; for if the 
Dead do not riſe again, Chrilt alſo is not 
Tifen, and ſo the Preaching of the Apoſtles 
ſhould be falſe, and we ſhould be abuſed 
yg ft , 'to 
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to believe their Doqrine, and thoſe which 
are dead in Chriſt ſhould be caſt away, 
Cor. 15. The Lord fitting himſelf to our 
Capacity, as the Mother to the Child, 
teacheth us the Ccaleſtial Things by the 
Compariſon of the Things Terreſtrial, to 
the end we comprehend that which other- 
wiſe is incomprehenſible unto us. And, 
touching the Matter which we have now 
in hand, the Prophet 7/a:ah declares unto 
us, 1/aiah 19. That even as in Winter the 
Graſs of the Field ſeems to be dead, and 
in the Spring, after it hath felt the Dew, 
it ſprings and waxeth green again; ſo like=- 
wiſe our Bodies, being dead, ſhall riſe a- 
gain, when at the latter Day they ſhall feel 
the Dew of the Grace of God, hearing the 
Voice of the Son of Man. The Apoſtle 
ſaith, atth. 24, That as the Seed muſt 
die before it be quickned, 1 Thefſ. Fohn 5. 


and then it riſeth, by vertue of the Sap 


which it hath had in the Earth, in greater 
Glory than it was ſown, 1 Cor. 15. So 
likewiſe all Men muſt die that they may 
riſe again, the Elect ingreater Glory than 
they were ſet upon the Earth, by the ver- 
tue of the eternal Spirit of Jeſus, in whom 
they died, Rom. 1. Thefſ. 4. the Reprobate 
in greater Diſhonour than they were be- 
fore, by the vertue of the immortal Spirit 
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of Satan, in whom they are departed. For 
ſeeing the Lord doth excellently unfold 
. his Power towards the inſenfible Creatures, 
we ought not to doubt, but he hath at the 
leaſt as much Will to ſhew his Power in ma- 


king them to riſe again for whom he died, 


to the end to crown 'them with Glory ; 
and his Enemies to be charggd with Shame 
and Infamy, ſeeing they have ſo much diſ- 
honoured him. When a Nut, or the Ker- 


nel of a Pear, or Apple is rotted in the | 
Ground, God cauſeth it to riſe again to a | 


great Tree, for to bear much more Fruit, 
being riſen again, than it did before ; and 
a Grain of Wheat, being put into the 
Ground, and dying brings forth much 
Fruit, Fohu 12. Do we think that the 
Lord hath not as great Power to raiſe up 
Men, as he hath to raiſe theſe things, fo 


ſmall, and as it were of no value? Shall it | 


not be eaſie for him to raiſe us again, as it 
hath been caſie to him to draw us forth of 
the Matrix of the Mother alive, where, 
before we were born, we were as it were 
in a Sepulchre ? If the Prophets and A- 
poſtles, in the Name of God, hare raiſed 
up the Dead, P/alm 18. ſhall 1t be 1impoſ- 
ſible to the Lord by his Power to raiſe 
them ? 2 Kings 4. Aftsg., Let us aſſure 
aur ſelyes, that nothing can ſeparate the 

| | Body 
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Body and Soul of the Faithful from the 
Love which God beareth them, neither 
hinder, but that he ſhall make the Wick- 
ed both in Body and Soul to be his Foot- 
ſtool. 

Now by reaſon that the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Fobn 6. That the Body which is ſown 1s 
not that which riſeth again, Heb. 10, 1 Cor. 
15, there are ſome that will infer there- 
npon, That at the Reſurrection our Souls 


; ſhall not return into thoſe Bodies which 


now we have, but into other Bodies which 
the Lord ſhall give us. He himſelf in that 


pars ſheweth us, that he ſpeaks not that, 


ut only to ſhrew us, that although our Bo- ' 
dies ſhall riſe in the ſame Subſtance which 
now they have, they ſhall notwithſtanding 
be changed in Quality and Glory, ſeeing 


that this Corruption muſt put 'on Incor- 
| rTuption, and that this Mortality ſhall be 


ſwallowed up of Life, and put on Immor- 
tality, 1 Cor. 15. declaring that they ſhall 
be theſe ſelf-ſame Bodies in Subſtance, but 
divers in Qualities. St. Pazl ſaith, Phil. 3. 
Chriſt will transform this vile Body, that 
it may be made like unto his glorious Bo- 
dy. according to the Power by which he 
IS able to make all things ſubje& unto him- 
ſelf, Matth, 27, Whereon followeth, That 
as Jeſus Chriſt roſe again in the ſame Body, 

| "OP WY which 
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which was crucified for us, being cleanſed 
and diſcharged of all Infirmity, Luke 24. 
Fohn 20. Alſo we ſhall riſe again in the ſame 
Bodies which now we have in this World, 
having in them, Cold, Heat, Hunger and 
Thirſt, Poverty, Sickneſs, Baniſhment, Im- 
priſonment, and ſuch like Adverſities, Heb. 
10, 11, being cleanſed and diſrobed of all 
that which by Sin did cauſe us any grief; 
for the Juſtice of God cannot conſiſt with- 
out remunerating the Bodies of thoſe that 


have fought for his Glory, in crowning his | 


Graces in them, and puniſhing thoſe which 
have laboured to offend him. Moreover, 
we ſee that thoſe which the-Prophets and 
_ Apoſtles, and Jeſus Chriſt himſelf have 

raiſed again, Matth. 27. it hath been in the 
ſelf-ſame Bodies in the which they had 11- 
ved before. Who doubts but thoſe that 
roſe again at the Death of our Lord, did 
riſe in the ſelf-ſame Bodies which they had 
before ; for otherwiſe how ſhould they 
have been known by thoſe to whom they 


did appear ? The Apaſtles puts us out of | 
doubt of it, ſaying, 1 Cor. 15. That if the | 


Spirit of him who raiſed Jeſus from the 
Dead, doth dwell in us, he that hath ral- 
ſed up Chriſt from the Dead, will alſo 
quicken our.mortal Bodies, becauſe his Spi- 


| ritdwelleth in us; hefaith, moreover, that 


the 
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the Body which is ſown in Corruption, 
ſhall riſe again in Incorruption , it is ſown 
in Diſhonour, it ſhall riſe again in Glory; 
it is ſown 1n Weakneſs, it ſhall riſe again 
in Power ; it is ſown a ſenſual Body, it 
| ſhall riſe a ſpir itual Body, Wherefore we 
ought to believe that the Bodies which now 
we have, ſhall be the ſelf-ſame which ſhall 
riſe again in the ſame Subſtance, but the 
earthly Qualities ſhall be changed into hea- 
venly ; which 1s no ſmall Conſolation, ſee- 
ing that we love our Bodies ſo much, al- 
though that in this World they be laden 
with ſo many Miſeries. 


The Thiyd P O1N T. 


I'AS concerning the Author of the Re- 
' ſurre&ion, the Scripture doth de- 
{ clare unto us, that God the Father in the 


a 


p 1 Js 
—— Ab. EN LOI RL 
ns, 


q beginning made Man by his Word, Gey. 1. 


| 2, Which 1s his Son, Fohr tr. and having 
made his Body, breathed into hima living 
Soul, by his Spirit; Ger. 2. P/al, 33. ſoin 

| the Reſurre&ion of the Dead, 2 Cor. 4. 


{ he ſhall raiſe us again by his Son in a quick- 


AINg Spirit. 

And when the Son of Juſtice ſhall come 
in Judgment for to Judge the Quick and the 
Dead, 444l. 4. the Sun ſhall wax Dark, _ 

ES Rey, F 


' Trumpets, Kev. 1. and all Eyes ſhall behold 
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Revel, 1. and the Moon not yield her Light, | 
1 Tm, 4. and the Brightneſs of the Stars 
ſhall be ſeen no more then if they were | 
fallen from Heaven ; and the Vertues 
which are in the Heavens, as the Stars, 
Aatth, 24. the Planets, and other ccoleſtial 
Creatures, with Heaven and Earth, ſhall 
be ſhaken, Luke 21. Revel. 6. then the | 
Sea and her Waves ſhall Roar after an un- | 
accuſtomed manner , 2 Pet. 3. and when | 
the Order of Nature ſhall be changed, j 
thoſe ſhall be Signs of the Coming of the 
Son of Man, Matth. 16. And when that | 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God ſhall come, | 
who took humane Nature upon him in the'F 
Virgin's Womb, Luke 1. As 1. he ſhall } 
come in the ſame Body, wherewith he did | 
converſe here below upon the Earth, be- | 
fore and after his Death, as he himſelf de- * 
clares, calling himſelf the Son of Man, ſent ? 
of God his Father, Matth, 24. Mark 13. 
(who gave him Power to do Judgment, in | 
ſo much as he is the Son of Man) Luke 24. 
Fobr: 5, ſet above the Clonds, at the right 
Hand of the Power of God, ark 16. 24. | 
I Theſſ. 4. accompanied with the Voices | 
of Arch-angels, and of Angels with God's 


him, Aatth. 24. for he will cauſe his Sign 
'to appear in Heaven, 1 Cor, 15. and his 
Ce Voice] 
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Voice to be heard, the which, at the laſt 
Trump, ſhall be heard of thoſe that have 
been put into the Sepulchres, to the end 
that firſt they may riſe again, 1.Thefſ. 4. 
and thoſe which ſhall be found living ſhall 
hear it alſo, ,to the end they may be tran- 
ſlated, which unto them ſhall be a kind of 
Death, being changed from mortal and 
corruptible, to immortal and incorruptible 
Bodies, 1 Cor, 15. and ſhall riſe again, and 
ſhall be changed in a Moment and Twinks 
ling of an Eye. | 
This Day ſhall not ſurprize the Ele& tha 
are in the Light, becauſe it ſhall be th 
Day which they have ſo long waited for, 
and wiſhed, with the other Creatures, - 
1 Theſſ. 5. 1 John 1. for to thoſe who have 
overcome Satan by the Blood of the Lamb, 
1 Cor, 1. and by the Word of their Teſti- 
mony, Rom. 8. and have not loved their 
Lives to Death, 1 Jobs 2, 4. it ſhall bring 
unto them an unſpeakable Joy, Kev. 12.21. 
making them lift up their Heads aloft, ſee- 
ing their perfect Deliverance come. For 
their Saviour ſhall {end his Angels with 
great Sound of Trumpets, to gather them 
_ together, /as. 35. how far in ſander ſoeyer 
- they be from the four Winds, Zach. 9. 
from the End of the Earth to the End of 
' Heaven, Zuke 22, Kom, 8. and then ror 
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ſhall be all together caught - within the 
Clouds to meet the Lord in the Air, 2 Theſſ. 
4. for to be joyned with their Head, as 
Members of his Body, and fhall be always 
with him who will ſeparate them from the 
Reprobates, as the Shepherd doth the 
Sheep from the Goats, Matth. 25. to put 
them "oth in Body and Soul in full Poſleſ- 
ſion of the everlaſting Heritage and Hap- 
pineſs by them ſo long hoped for. 


The State of the Eleft that are riſen 


agar, * 


"Hen their Bodies, which ſhall be riſen 
again In triumph, ſhall be changed, 
- Not in Subſtance but in Quality, being diſ- 
charged of the earthi:; Heavineſs, for to 
be made ſpiritual Bodic ., 1 Cor. 15. to the 
end to be fit for the beavenly Habitation ; 
where they have no need of Meats which 
do corrupt, Rev. 7. for ticy ſhall be no 


more hungry, nor thirſty, and they ſhall . 


die no more, but ſhall ule the heavenly 
Food, which is the Word of God, Luke 20. 
they ſhall alſo be delivered from the Bon- 


dage of Sin, for to ſerve evermore to Ju- | 
ſtice. For theſe are the two principal things / 


which hinder Man from beholding the Face 
of God, this heayy earthly Body, and = 
_ £0} 
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ctious Sin. And for the firſt, we ſee that 
the Lord faid: to Moſes, Exod. 33. who was 
deſirous to ſee him, Man ſhall not ſee me 
upon the Earth and live. As for the other, 
it was cauſe that the wicked Angels were 
caſt down from Heaven, and Man out of 
Paradiſe, Ger: 3. for there is nothing com- 
mon between God and a ſinful Man, Where- 
fore the Faithfnl ſhall have a ſpiritual Bo- 
dy, diſcharged and purified from all Sin. 
There ſhall alſo be no Defect in their Bo- 
dies, nor ImperfeQion, and all Deformity 
and Vice, which cometh of Sin, ſhall be 
done away; for the Lord will transform 
their vile and . contemptible Bodies, and 
make them conformable and like unto his 
glorious Body, Phil, 3. 1 John 3. More- 

over, they ſhall no more ſuffer any Tor- 
{ ments, Pains, Sickneſs, nor any other ad- 
\ verſe thing, becauſe there ſhall be no more 
Mourning, nor Weeping, nor labouring ; 
for the Lord will wipe away all Tears 


. | from their Eyes. And there ſhall happen 


no more Corruption to them by Death, 
Rev. 25. whereof there ſhall be no more 
remembrance, 7/as. 25. but being madeim- 
mortal, they ſhall be made incorruptible, 
Rev, 7. 21, and delivered from all Suffer= 


| 


nz. for to be in a happy State for ever. 
bes Ks | DAPPY | The 
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The Soul, which before. was a living | 
Soul, Gen. 2. ſhall be changed into a quick- 
ning Spirit, 1 Cor, 15. then it ſhall be de- 
livered from all Sorrows, Griefs, Annoy, 
Perturbations and Fear, which came thro? 
Sin, P/alm 61. and ſhall be ſet in Reſt, 
Joy, Conſolation, Happineſs, and perpe- 
tual Aſſurance, withont being any more 
perplexed nor defiled with troubleſom Af- 
feQtions. 

Then being put in ſo excellent Eſtate, 
both of Body and Soul, the Image of God | 
ſhall truly ſhine upon "them, having this 
Power to ſerve God, being perfeRtly Wiſe, 
Holy , Pure, Irreprehenſible, Innocent, 
without Spot, 1 Cor. 1. Good, Juſt, True, 
Immortal and Incorruptible, "being Reſ- 
plendant in Glory and Honour, before the | 
Throne of God, Col. 1. | F 

The which ſhall be the white Veſture, | 
wherewith St. John faith ,. Rev. 14. 21. 
They ſhall be cloathed, which is the pure 
and ſhining Velt- ments , Rev, 3. 4, 6, 7. 
which are the Juſtifications of the Gaints 
that ſhall hold the Palms In their Hands in 0 
fign of Viatory, Kev. 19. after that the 
Books being opened, they ſhall hear the 
Voice full of Meeknels, Rev. 7, Graceanl 
Mercy, receiving in the preſence of tle 
'Wicked,. who "nd. them the Ou!- wr 
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of the Earth, Rev. 10. the Sentence of e- 
ternal Bleſſing, being found written in 
the Book of Life, which is the Book of 

the Lamb, being cloathed with the Inno- 
cency of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 4. and ha- 
ving the Name of their Father written in 
their Forehead, Rev. 13. 21. they ſhall be 
with Chriſt the Spouſe, 2 Cor. 5. Crown- 
ed with the incorruptible Crown ,of Life, 
Gal, 3. and eternal Glory, Apoe. 14. be- 
ing pronounced the Sons and Heirs of 
God, and Co-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt, Rev, 
2. and Judges with him of the Apoſtate 
Angels, 2 Tim, 4. and of the Reprobate 
1 Pet. 5, for all Power and Judgment is ſo 
given to the Son, Rom. 8, Gal, 4. that he 
will participate in this Honour as his Afſi- 
ſtants, Wi/d. 3. they ſhall be put into poſ- 
ſeflion of the Kingdom of Heaven, atth. 
19. having Praiſe of God, Luke 22, which 
is ' the incorruptible Heritage, 1 Cor. 6. 
which cannot contaminate,. nor wither, 
and which is preſerved in Heaven for 
them, John 5. they ſhall ſhine therein as 


| the Firmament, Rev, 2, and as the Sun, 


Matth, 25. and as the Stars for ever, 1 
Cor. 4. Then they ſhall have their Right 
in the Tree of Life, Per. 1. and ſhall en- 
ter into the new Caleſtial Fera/alem, Dane \ 
12, in the which there be no Temple, ſhall 


 Matth, .4 
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Matth. 13. for the Lord Almighty 1s the 
Temple thereof, and the Lamb, W:/d. 3. 
They ſhall be in it everlaſting Kings and 
High Prieſts, Rev. 2. 21, 22. Offering Sa- 
crifices of Praiſe and Thankſgiving unto 
the Lord. Then being in the Houſe of 
God, Rev. 15. 7. which is the bleſſed 
Houſe which the Faithful have in Heaven, 
which is not made with Hands, 2 Cor. 5. 
they ſhall be filled with the Magnificence 
of the Lord, and ſhall Bud like the Olive 
Branch, and Bloſſom like the Palm, and 
like the Cedar which is in Zebanws, Pialm 
16. 17, 52, & 92. being immortal and 1in- 
corruptible, and ſhall not be importuned 
by Satan, to ſin and offend God, The 
Face of God which is the Fountain of 
Light, 1 Cor. 13. the River of Pleaſure, 
Pſalm 16. and Ocean of Goodneſs, Kev. 
22, they ſhall ſee, which ſhall give them 
ſuch a great and perfe& Joy. that all the 
Joys which may be compared to that, are 
but as a Sparkle compared to a great Fire, 
Aark 9. It will make them forget all Ter- 
reſtrial, Heb. 11. 12. what Pleaſure ſoe- 
ver they could take in them in the World, 
and they ſhall not remember any thing that 
may bring them Sorrow or Grief. They 
ſhall be led to the Mountain of $S:o0, and 
to the City of the Lying God , (which 
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hath no need of the Son nor Moon to ſhine 
In it, Rev. 21. 22. for the Light of God 
hath lightned it, and the Lamb is the Can- 
dle thereof) and of Thouſands of Angels, 
and of the Aſſembly of the Firſt-born, 
which are written in Heaven, 2 Cor. 11. 
and to God which is the Judge of all, Col. 
I, and to the ſanQified Souls of the Juſt, 
Eph. 1, and to Jeſus Chriſt their Head and 
their Spouſe, Meditator of the new Cove- 
nant, Rev. 19. and of the Blood ſhed, 
ſpeaking better things then that of Abel - 
then with all his Company, and the other 
Saints, with whom they ſhall be Fellow- 
citizens, being Domeſticks of God, they 
ſhall be called to the Nuptial-banquet of 
the Lamb, and ſhall Enjoy the Kingdom of 
God their Father, Rev. 1 9. the Felicity which 


q =” | 


poſtle ſaith, Luke 22, If we dye with him 
ns ©. WE; 


Jeſus Chriſt by his Death hath Conquered for 
them, Heb. 2. 5. 9, 10. In whom they have 
put their whole Truſt, Gal. 3. 4. as he him- 
{elf promiſeth, ſaying, Roms. 4. 5. Father, I 
will that thoſe which thou haſt given me, 
be with me, Ephe/. 1.5. and ſee my Glory 
which thon haſt given me, Row. 5. 9.10.and 
then I diſpoſe the Kingdom unto you, as 
the Father hath diſpoſed it unto me, Fohr 
12, 14, 17. to the end. that you may eat 
upon my Table in my Kingdom. The A- 
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we ſhall live with him; and if we ſoffer} 
with him weſhall reign with him, 2 Tim. ft 
2. and ſhall be glorified with him, Rom. 8.þ 
Of theſe Promiſes the Children of God| 
need not doubt ; for ſeeing that. the Lorda 
when he died, gave Paradiſe to the Thief,IS 
can he not more eafily give it to thoſe toſſt! 
whom he hath promiſed it, Zuke 23. whenſf! 
he ſhall come into ſuch great Glory andſt' 
Majeſty? And now being with him, andÞ 
ſeeing him as he is, they ſhall have a muchſt! 
greater Joy than had the Diſciples, ſeeingſ© 
him transfigured ; that ſhall be fo under- 
ftanding, Matth. 17. that they ſhall knowJe 
all the Saints that ever have been, ark 
9. Luke 9. and even thoſe with whom theyJc 
have converſed in this World joyfully, [Þ 
and according to God. For if it be ſo that] 
in the Transfiguration of our Lord, which 
was but a little Demonſtration, as well of? 
the Glory of the Body of Jeſus, as of thefc 
Eſtate and Condition in the which the 

Children of God ſhall be in Heaven, (forſ! 
their Meanneſs and -Infirmity could notÞ® 
have been able to ſee ths incomprehenfibleP< 
Majeſty of the Lord, without being de-Jl 


4 
< 


_ Rroyed;) the Apoſtles, althongh they hadÞ© 


never ſeen the Body of £725 and of Aofes, ſt 
nevertheleſs they knew them : how much}* 
ſooner ſhall the Ele& know - one another, [* 

| | when 
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Fer|when they ſhall be endued with this per- _ 
im [fe& Knowledge and Intelligence of the I- 
g.jmage of God, which ſhall be in them ? 
odJAnd if Adam in his firſt Eſtate, which was 
»rdja great deal leſs Glorious than that of the 
ef Sanctified by Chriſt, 1 Cor. 13. did know 
toſthe Beaſts which God brought before him, 
1enf1 Cor. 1. and did properly impoſe a Name 
ndfto each one, and even knew Eve to be Bone 
.ndfof his Bones, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, altho? 
1chithat the Lord took the Rib fro him with- 
ngfout his feeling it, ſhall not we in this admi- 
r- jrable Glory have more Wiſdom to know 
owieach other? Luke 16. Now this Know- 
;rþjledge ſhall be diſtobed of all carnal and 
eygcorrupt AﬀeStion, for the Elect ſhall not 
y, {be known for loving the one more than the 
atfother, or hating one Reprobate more than 
chjanother, or in calling to mind the Injuries 
ofjand Diſpleaſures which they may have' re- 
hefceived in this World. 

hel But they ſhall love directly, without re- 
orfſpet of Perſons, thoſe which God loveth, 
offiand ſhall hold in Abomination thoſe which 
lefſGod ſhall deteſt ; for then all Pateraity, 
e-| Brotherhood and Marriage ſhall be aboliſh- 
ad fed, and there ſhall be bat God alone Fa- 
es ther of all, whoſe Children we ſhall be, 
chland Brothers and Siſters one to another : 


r, [the Children of God ſhall be made Parta- 
en | KCTS 
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kers of the Divine Nature, ark 12. forſ 
God ſhall be glorified in his Saints, Epbe/. 4.18 
and ſhall be made admirable to thoſe thath 

have believed, 2 Cor.6. 1 Pet, 1, Where- 
fore, ſeeing God will communicate hisþ 
Glory, Vertue and Juſtice to his Ele&, im- 
parting himſelf unto them, let us know, 
that this Benefit contains the ſoveraign 
Good of Man, which all deſire, and which 
the Wiſdom of Man could never compre- 
hend. AMY indeed when by all the Simi-þ 

Iitndes which the Scripture doth teach us,; 
we ſhall have ſaid and learned much of the 
Excellency of the Children of God, it isþ+: 
almoſt nothing in compariſon of that which 
ſhall then appear ; ſurely then the Apoſtle 
with the Prophet hath good reaſon, 1 John 
3. having taſted in Spirit the ineſtimableþ 
Glory of the Ele& in the heavenly Life, Þ 
to ſay, The Things which Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, and which is not come 
into the Heart of Man, are thoſe which 
God hath prepared for them which loveth 
him, which are unſpeakable : and it ts not 
impoſſible for Man to tell them, 1 Cor. 2. 
For although Adam was created in a very 
noble State, 1/az. 64. yet ſo it 1s, that if 
the Ele& were to re-aſſume that Eſtate, 
2 Cor. 12, they ſhould be miſerable in re- || 
gard of the ſoveraign Excellency in the [ 
which they ſhall be ſet. For, 
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For, 1, He had an earthly and ſenſual 


Body. 'Gen, 2, the Elect ſhall have ſpiritual 
Þnd ccoleſtial Bodies, 1 Cor, 14. 


2. He had a living Soul, they ſhall have 
a quickning Spirit. 

3. He could fail and render himſelf ſub- 
e& to Death, they ſhall not be able to fail, 
aor fall in danger of Death, r Cor. 15, the 

hich then ſhall be aboliſhed. 

4. Satan had Power both to tempt him, 
ind to make him to fall; but he ſhall not 

ave Power of either to them. 

5. He was husbanding in an earthly Pa- 
adiſe, they ſhall be in Reſt and enjoy the 
eavenly Paradiſe. 

6. He had Command over the Birds of 
he Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea, the Beaſts - 


Þf the Earth, Ger, 2. they, being in greater 
Power ſhall condemn Satan and all the 


icked; and the holy Angels ſhall be their 
ompanions, atth. 22. and ſhall have 
Power in the Kingdom of their Father. 

7. Adam had ſuch great Wiſdom, that 
2 named every Beaſt according to their 
Property, 1 Cor. 9. they ſhall be endued 


with ſuch Wiſdom, and filled with ſuch a 


perfe& Knowledge, Roms. 2.3, 5. that they 
all be ignorant of nothing, 1. Per. 3, Sure- 

y then we ought to be much moved and 
irred up to Worſhip and Scrve God, 2 Cor, 
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t. who, without any Deſert of ours, Rom. 
15. Rom. 3. 4. Will,for the Love of his well- 
beloved Son, ſo admirably unfold his in- 
comprehenſible Goodneſs unto us, Matth. 


"Re. 


\ 


The State of the Reprobate. 


Ow this Day ſhall ſurprize the Wick- 
| V ed and Reprobates which are in 
Darkneſs, Roms. 2. 2. (whom the Lord hath 
borne and ſuffered with great Patience, toF 
the end to bring them to Repentance) asF 
the Thief by Night ſtealeth upon the Ma-P 
ſter of the Family while he ſleepeth ; andſ* 
they ſhall be found without Cloaths, andÞ* 
ſhall walk naked, Rev. 3. and their Shame} 
ſhall be ſeen, Rev. 16. For when they ſhallÞ 
ſay Peace and Security, 1 Cor. 4. then ſhall}F 
ſadden Deſtruction come upon them, like 
to a Woman in Travel, 1 Thefſ. 5. and} 
they ſhall not eſcape, but ſhall be marve-Jc 
| louſly afraid, by reaſon that it ſhall be a1 
"s Day of Darkneſs unto them, Amos 5. andÞ 
l not of Light, an obſcure and not a clearÞ! 
Day, and then they ſhall be condemned byÞ 
0 their own Coanſciences, like unto Cain, gi-f®' 
I? » ving Praiſe to God, ſeeing the Lord withÞ: 
|. his Saints come, which, are by Millions,ſE< 
for to give Judgment againſt thoſe _ 

ave 
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,, [have not had the Fear of God before their 
1- Eyes: and to the end to convince all the 
1-|Wicked of all the evy] Works which they 
(pave wickedly done, Sap. 4. 5. and of the 
rude Speeches which the Wicked have pre- 
ferred againſt him : Ger 4. then for to weigh 
down the Wine-preſs of the Anger and 
Vrath of Almighty God, Rom. 14. becauſe 

&. {they bhaveperſecutcd Jeſus Chriſt in his Mem- 
infÞers, Fade, Rom. 3. which are Bones of his 
\thiBones,and Fleſh of his Fleſh, Rev.19. Eph.s. 
too that they ſhall be in ſuch great Agonies 
asÞnd Aftfcions, feeling the terrible Judg- 
fa. jment of God to come upon them, Heb. 10. 
nd that they ſhall hide themſelves in Holes and 
\ndfpetween the Stones of the Mountains, Rom, 
meſ2- and ſhall ſay to the Mountains and 
1ajjStones, Fall upon ns, and hide us from the 
alt fFace of him who is ſet upon the Throne, 
ikelRev. 6. and from the Wrath of the Lamb, 
1ng{Fev. 9. for the great Day of his Wrath is 
ve-come, and who is it ſhall be able to ſubſiſt ? 
e al T hey ſhall ſeek for Death and not find it, 
andfand ſhail defire to die, but Death ſhall fly 
learfſfrom them ; they ſhall ſtrike themſelves 
| byþvith Deſpair, aad ſhall be as dead for Fear, 
g1-[2y reaſon of the Expectation which they 
vithÞbave of thoſe Things which ſhall ſuddenly 
ons,£2Me upon them, Zzke 21. they ſhall Ia- 
thatjmcat before the Lord, who ſhail have a 
bavel - _ Flame 
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Flame of Fire to do Vengeance and Judg- | 
ment, according to Truth and Juſtice, up-- 
. on thoſe which have not acknowledged 
God, and who have not obeyed the Goſpel 
of the Lord, Matth. 24. Rev. 1. and ſhall 
puniſh them 1 in Body and Soul with eternal 
Perdition in the Face of the Lord, 2 Thef.| 
r. and in the Glory of his Strength, Rom. 
he 
nt The Bodies of thoſe which are'dead be-| 
'' -. fore, ſhall come out of the Earth, Job 5. 
=. 1T be 4- and of thoſe which ſhall be found 
LF HUving ſhall bechanged, and put onImmor- 
tality, and ſhall be charged with oppro-| 
brious Imfamy before God and his Saints ; 
for he ſhall make clear the Things that are 
hid, and ſhall manifeſt the Counſels of 
Hearts. 
'# And then their immortal Soul ſhall be 
Li * - Joaden with Fear, with Sorrow, with Ter- 
Fi - rors, with Grief, with Deſolation, and with 
"oF ſuch "Deſpair, Math, 24. Luke 21. that it 
$i is impoſlible for us to comprehend it, ark 
” £'3.;;NEV- iþ. 
' Then, being in ſuch Confuſion of Body 
and Sou], the Image of Satan, their Head, 
ſhall appear upon them ; that | 1s to lay, Ta, 
fidelity, Iniquity, Wickedneſs, Abomuna- 
tion, Filthineſs, Hatred, Cruelty, Tyran- 
ny, Perjury, Lying g, Envy, and all that 1s 
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| of Impiety and Unjuſtice , which is the 


black Robe of the Reprobate : and even 
ſo as the Elect have Chriſt for their Head, ' 
1 Cor. 11. 12. of whom they are the Body, 
unto whom they ſhall be made alike, Ephe. 
1. 5. So likewiſe the Reprobates have 
Belzebub for theirs, atth. 25. unto whom 
they ſhall be made conformable. 

For altho” that all the Devils are all apo- 
ſtate Angels, nevertheleſs the Scripture in 
ſundry Places attributes the Principality to 
one alone, to the end to gather all the 


| Wicked unto him, as Members in one Bo- 


dy, for to be put to perpetual Rnine. 
Then the Wrath and Indignation of 
God ſhall ſhew it ſelf clearly. upon all the 
Infidelity and Injuſtice of the Unbelievers, 
and Execrable, 2 Cor. 4. Epheſ. 2. which 
ſhall not be found written in the Book of 


| Life, /datth. 9.10, 12, 25. for which they 


ſhall receive Sentence of Condemnation, 
AAark g. and being ſeparated from Chriſt, 
Luke 11. 21. ſhall be driven from before 
the Preſence of the Eord, as the Duſt be- 
fore the Wind, Rom. 1. 2. Rom. 2. and caſt 
like Dogs forth of the City of the Chil- 
dren of God, Rev. 21. & 17. Rom. 9g. and 
ſent with their Captain, Satan, and his An» 
gels, who did accuſe the Ele before God 
Night and Day, F/aln h I 7. Rev. - 
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& 22. in perpetual MalediQion, for to 
drink of the Wine of the Wrath of God, 
* Rev. 12. Matth. 25. filledinto the Cup of 
his Wrath, and ſhall be tormented with 
Fire and Brimſtone before the holy Angels, 
and before the Lamb, and the Smoke of | 
their Torments ſhall mount for ever, Rev. 
14-15, 16. and they ſhall haveno Reſt nei- 
ther Day nor Night. 

Now this Place of Torment for the 
Wicked 1s ſo horrible, 2 The. 1. that it is 
incomprehenſible unto us; and even as God 
is eternal, alſo this Ruine ſhall be eternal. 
The Scripture, for to declare it unto us, 
uſeth many Compariſons : Dawd faith , 
Pſalm 55. That the Wicked ſhall be caſt 
into the Pit of Ruine, and of the bottom- 
leſs Pit, Rev. 9g. The Prophet 1/aiah ſaith, 
1/ai. 30. That the Torture is already pre- 
pared for the Wicked, which God hath 
made deep and large ; the Building of it is 
Fire and much Wood, and the Breath of 
the Lord, like unto a Stream of Brimſtone, 
doth kindle it ; 1/a/. 65. Then he faith, 
v#hat the Worm of the Wicked ſhall not 
die, and therefore ſhall not be quenched, 
and they ſhall be hateful to all Fleſh. Da- 
ziel ſaith alſo, Dan. 12. That they ſhall be 
tn perpetual Shame and Contempt. A1ala- 
chy declares, al. 4. That the Day of he 

Lor 
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Lord ſhall come burning like an Oven, and 
all the Proud, and thoſe that do wickedly, 
ſhall be like Stubble, and the Day of the 
Lord ſhall burn them, and ſhall leave them 
neither Root nor Branch. St. John the Bap- 
tiſt ſaith, Matrth, 3. that the Chaff ſhall be 
put into the Fire, which ſhall never be 
quenched. Matth. 3. The Lord faith, that 
they ſhall be caſt into the Furnace of Fire, 
AMatth. 25. which 15 the everlaſting Fire. 
St. Luke ſheweth, Zuke 16, That the evil 
rich Man, whoſe Soul is in He}, 1s in ſuch 
great heat, that he greatly detires to have 
a Drop of Water. which he ſhall never be 


able to get ; how much more ſhall he be | 


tormented when he hath put on his Body ? 
The Apoſtle ſaith, Heb. 10. that they ſhall 
feel a Ferventneſs of Fire, which ſhall de- 
vour them. St. John declareth, Rev. 19, 
20, 21. That they ſhall be caſt into the 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, which is the 
ſecond Death. For altho' they ſhall live, 
yet by reaſon of theſe incredible Torments, 
they ought rather to be called dead than 
alive. Now altho” that by all theſe Simi- 
litudes it is demonſtrated unto us, that the 
Damned ſhall be grievouſly and everlaſt- 
ingly tormented, yet nevertheleſs, Man 
cannot think nor comprehend how great 
the everlaſting Sufferings ſhall be, no more 
"i Oo 
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than he can comprehend the Joy of the 
Children of God , Aatth, 9, 1 Cor. 2. 
W herefore with good-cauſe the Author to 
the Hebrews ſaith, Heb. 10. That it is a 
terrible and fearful thing to fall into the 
Hands of the living God. For altho” that 
we ſhould ſee one continually gnawed with 
Worms, and burnt with Fire, that Tor- 
ment fhould notwithſtanding be as nothing, 
41n regard of that which is prepared for the 
Wicked-: For beſides that, their Bodies 
ſhall be horribly aſflicted, their Souls ſhall 
be in incredible Diſtreſſes and Sorrows. 
This ought well to ſtir us up to Watch 


and Pray, and to refrain from doing Evil, 


and to move us to ſerve God, Rev. 3. Matth, 
24. I Thef. 1. Pſalm 25. & 51. and to de- 
fire him with the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
Fer. 31. to change. revive and increaſe our 
Faith, that ſo, being made new Creatures, 
we may eſcape this Place of Torment, and 
be numbred amongit the Sons of God, Lam, 
5. Cant.1. Lnke17. John 3. Wiſd. 4&5. 


IIbich the Lord grant, for the Love of hes 
mel!-beloved Son our Saviour : to whom 
be all Honour and Glory for eter and ever. 


Amen. 
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| H E Lives of Chriftians ought to 
be occupied in confidering the 
Things that follow, and to put 


them in practice ; to wit, to have 
always In remembrance the-Benefits which: 
they have received at the Hands of God ; 
to give him Thanks for them without cea-. 


 fing, both with Heart and Mouth; to Love 


him, who 1s Goodneſs it ſelf ; to Fear and 
Worſhip him, ſeeing he is the Almighty, 
F 3 and -.: 
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and only Wiſe; to be ſtirred up by the 
Love which they bear to God alſo to Love 
their Neighbours. The Love of God draws 
vs from the Love of corruptible Things, 
lifts us up to Heaven, and inflames our 
Hearts to a Holineſs of Life. The Love 
of our Neighbour turns us from all Trou- 
bleſomneſs in Will or in Deed, and doth 
ſtir us up to Integrity and Well-doing. 


Et us often think what we are : The. 
principal Part of us is the Soul, the 
- which is endued with Underſtanding, with 
' Reaſon, and with Judgment; to know the 
Soveraign Good, which 1s God ; to love 
him, to adhere and unite our ſelves unto 
him, that we may have part of his Im- 
mortality and Happineſs. -Now we for- 
ſake and contemn this great Good, for to 
grovel upon the Earth, and to go down 
into the Pit of carnal Deſires, applying 
the Vigour of our Underſtanding and Judg- 
ment to Things that are not. worth the- 
Pains that we employ in them. We bury 
_ our ſelyes quick, of heavenly we become 
: cartnh- 
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earthly, and of Men created for eternal 
Life, we endayour, as much as in us li- 
eth, to ſet our ſelves'in the rank of brute 
Beaſts. God doth not forſake us never- 
theleſs, although that our Ingratitude hath 
well deſerved it, but calls us unto him by 
his Word, preſents unto us infinite Te- 

' ſtimonies of his Grace; continues it dal- 
ly ; he ſupports, exhorts, counſels, chids, ' 
and fartherly chaſtiſeth us ; neverthelts, - 
we continue blind , deaf, and negligent, 
deſpiſing his Goodneſs, or uſe it not. as 
we mould, or Indeed abuſing it ; nay, 
which is worſe, we love vain and tranſi- 
tory things better, and have our Minds 
too much fixed and ſetled upon them. God 
ſtretcheth forth his Hand to conduct us, 

| we draw back ours, and fly when he cal- 2 
leth us If he put us into the Way of 7 
- Salvation, we grudge and repine for the 
World, we look behind ns, deferring and * 
remitting our Amendment til} to Mor- 
row. Let us awake then; let us not al- 7 
ways ſtick in the Mire ; let us ſtrengthen 7 
þ our ſelves in the Vertue of him that fup- ' 


ports and ſuccours us; let us a little un- 2 
dertake to deſpiſe corruptible things, and -; 
to delire thoſe that are "truly good and ©» 
everlaſting. When God calleth us, *let us ? 
MAT F 4 JAFarken; : 


F 
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hearken ; if he guides us, let us follow 
him, that we may come to his Houſe : Let 
us receive his good things, and himfelf 
too; for he gives himſelf unto us in the 
Perſon of his Son, He ſhews us the Means 
to get to Heaven, let us then defire of 
him to give us the Will and Courage, by 
Faith, Repentance, Charity and Hope, to 
aim thither; and that he would maintain - 
ais Grace ja vs until the end:; to ſigh in 
this mortal Life, and to wait (through the 
Affurance of his Mercy) for our Depar- 
ture out of this World, ana our iatt Day, 
which ſhall be the Beginning of our true 
Life. 


PE TITTY A 
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i I oreat are the Illuſions and Impo- 
ſtures of the Enemy of our Salva- 
tion? He ſheweth us afar off Things that 
are ridiculous and vain, and perſwades us 

that it is all Good and Happineſs ; he ſcares 
vs with Things that we ought not to fears 
and makes us to fly from thoſe Things... 
which we ought to imbrace. He calleth, 
inticeth and flattereth us, by the means of 
our Deſires; if that will not ſerve, - he 
roars and ſtorms, and endeavours to aſtes 
niſh us within and without, O eternal 
Light and Verity, O Lord and merciful 
Father, diſperſe thoſe Clouds of Ignorance 
and Error ; illuminate our Underſtanding, 
and do not ſuffer ns to come near to that, 
which thou haſt commanded us to fly from, 
and which is hurtful and pernicious unto 
us ; let us not deſire, but what 1s truly to 
be deſired, to wit, thy ſelf, who art the 
Spring-head of all Goodneſs of our Lives, 
and of eternal Happineſs. All Fleſh is Graft, 
and the Glory of Man is like the Flower of the 
Field; cauſe then that we may ſeek for our 
Firmneſs and Contentment in the Grace 
F 5 which 
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which thy Son hath brought us: let our 
Lives lie hid in him, ſo that at the Day of 
the Separation of our Souls from eur Bo- 
dies, we may find it holy in Heaven, wait- 
ing with aſſured Reſt and Joy, and happy 

 ReſurreQion of this Fleſh; in which all 
'. Corruption, Infirmity and Ignominy be- 
ing aboliſhed, and Death being ſwallowed 
up of Victory, we ſhall live eternally with 
thee, in an incomprehenſible Happineſs 
þ - at by the which thou ſhall þe glori- 
jo eu, 


Aaintain thy Children, O Lord, in this 
Faith and Hope, finiſhing thy Work in ws, 
until they be altogether with thee, for to 
exjoy the Inheritance, and the Glory which 
thine only Son hath by his Merit purchaſed 
for them, Amen. | 


PRAYERS. 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Creator and 

Redeemer. of Mankind, who 

haſt ſaid, I am the Way, the 

Truth, and the Liſe, I do be- 
ſeech thee by this unſpeakable Charity 
which thou haſt ſhewed, in yielding thy, 
ſelf to Death for us, that I may never 
ſtray-any jot from the, who art the Way ; 
nor that I doubt of thy Promiſes, ſeeing 1 
thou art the Truth,” and doſt accompliſh 4 
that which thou promiſeſt, Cauſe that I 3? 
may only take Pleaſure in thee, who art 
Eternal Life, beyond the which there 1s 
nothing to be deſired, neither in Heaven 
nor Earth. Thou haſt taught us the true 
and only Way to Salvation, becauſe we 
ſhould not abide erring like ſtray'd Sheep 
in the loſt Ways of this World ; ſhewing 
us clearly that which we ought to believe, 


to do, to hope, and wherein we ought to 
yield 


SY 
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vield and ſettle our ſelves. It is thou that 


haſt given us to underſtand, how Curſed 


weare in Adam; and that there is no way 
to eſcape from this Perditioninthe which we 
are plunged, but by Faith in thee. Thou 


art that true Light which doſt appear to- 


thoſe that walk in the Deſart of this Life, 


and who having drawn us out of the Dark- 


neſs of the Spiritual Egypr, haſt driven a- 


way the Darkneſs of our Underſtandings, 


and doſt enlighten us, to the end we may 


tend towards the promiſed Inheritance, 
which is the Life Everlaſting ; »into the - 
which the Unbelievers does not enter, but- 


thoſe that have afſuredly relied upon thy 
holy Promiſes. O what a Goodneſs is it 
that thou haſt vouchſafed to-deſcend from 
thy Father's Boſom, and from the Ever- 
laſting Throne to the Earth, to put on 
our poor Nature ; of Maſter to become 
Servant, to the end that by thy DoGrine 
thou mighteſt do away the Darkneſs of our 


Ignorance, to guide our Feet into the Way 


of Peace, and to make plain the Way of 
Salvation unto us ; which if we follow, 
we cannot ſtray nor wax weary, ſeeing 


that thy Grace-and -Power do accompany. 


us therein all the Days of our Lives. 


More- 
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Moreover, by thy Spirit thou: doft 
Strengthen -us in it, and double our Cou- 
rage. Thy Word 1s Bread, which nou- 
riſheth us therein ; thy Promiſe is the Staff 


- which upholds us. Thou thy ſelf by thy 


{ecret- and incomprehenſible Vertue doſt 


 bearand maintain us in it, 1n an admirable 


manner ; to the End, that both in Fair and 
Foul Weather, we may Walk with all 
Alacrity unto thee; And as in Preſerving 
us, thou hindereſt that we.do not fall into 
the Snares of Satan and the World ; alſo 
ſeeing thou art the Truth, thou takeſt a- 
way all Doubts, Scruples, and Miſtruſts, 
which may trouble and let us, or turn us 
during our Courſe ; thou cauſeſt us to be- 
hold the ſupernal Vocation, the Miſery 
and Vanity of the World, the Frailty of 
this preſent Life, the Gate of Death, and 
the moſt happy Life which is beyond that, 
And as thou art this true Life, even in 
this World thou doſt quicken by thy 
Truth, us that are poor, wretched, 2nd 
dead 1in Sin; thou doft augment that Life 
by the Miniſtry and Efficacy of thy holy 
Goſpel, and doſt confirm it by the uſe of 
the Sacrements which thou halt eitablilhed 
to confirm the Faith of thoſe that are thine, 
until that our Corruption, and what we 

have 
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have in Mortality in us, being aboliſhed by 
the Reſurre&ion, we ſhall he, and live 
everlaſtingly with thee, both in Body and 
Soul, when thou ſhalt be all in all. Life 
Everlaſting 1s to know the true God, and ' 
thee his Son, which wert ſent unto us. 
Now we ſee thee by Faith in a Glaſs, and 
in Obſcurity ; but one Day we ſhall behold 
thee Face to Face, and ſhall be transformed 
into thy Glory, and wholly reformed unto 
thy Image. I do beſeech thee, Merciful 
Saviour, to increaſe my Faith, that I may 
be ſo well grounded in the Do&trine of my 
Salvation, that nothing may turn me from 
it. Increaſe in my Heart the Reverence 
which I owe thee, that I may never turn 
from thy Obedience ; Strengthen me in 
fach ſort,that the Allurements nor Threat- 
 nings do neither intrap nor aſtoniſh me, 
but that conſtantly I may cleave unto thee 
(who art my Life) till Death. Cauſe that 
in Vertue of thy holy Promiſes, and of 
thy Spirit, I may increaſe more and more 
in thy Love; and leaving behind me the 
things of this World, I may tend to that 
which 1s firm and perfect. Increaſe thy 
Grace in me, that every Day I may die in 
my ſelf, for to be quickned and guided by 
thy Favour, fearing no other but thou God 

| Al. 
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Almighty, loving nothing but” thee, as 
there is nothing but thee to be Beloved ; 
boaſting my ſelf 1n nothing but 1n thy only 
Grace and Mercy, which is the Glory of 
all thy Servants; ſeeking no other Good 
but thee, nor deſiring any thing but thee, 
who art the full and entire Felicity of all 
the Faithful. Amer. 


Another. 


” Ord Jeſus, who art always merciful, 


who doſt not ſtick to be my Saviour, 
as well in. Adverſity as in Proſperity. 


Give me the Grace in all humble Obedi- 


ence to yield unto thy Will, when it ſhall 
pleaſe thee to mingle bitterneſs amongſt 
ſo many ſweet things which thou cauſeſt 
me to taſte in living under thy Protection. 


Thou art admirable and moſt good in the 


time of Affictions : In that by ſuch means 
thon doſt heal Spiritual Diſeaſes, and in 
viſiting of us in this. World, thou diſpoſeſt 
us to meditate of a better Life, having 
thy ſelf ſhewed us the Example thereof. 
True it is, that I find it yery hard to di- 
geit, but thou haſt been brought to a 
more {trange Condition, when for to draw 
me out of Hell, thou wenteſt down into 
it thy ſelf, and for to reconcile me to thy 
heavenly Father thou haſt undergone his 
Curſe, by reaſon of my Sins. I have fo 
often deſerved Hell and the fiery Torment, 
and thou deiiveredſt me, aſſuring me that 


I have part in the Merits of thy had I] 
| and 


1 
| 
, 
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| and thy Obedience, and that I am one of 
thy Co-heirs, for to reign one Day with 
thee in thy Kingdom ; and at this preſent 
in the midſt of ſo many Afﬀictions, to be 
nevertheleſs ſet in the Heavenly Places. 
Having part in ſo many good things, why 
ſhall I vex my ſelf for a little endurance, by 
the means whereof thou wilt awaken me, 
and make me better, and draw me ſo much 
the more to thee? But ſeeing thou know- 
j eſt me better than I know my ſelf, if it be 
Q thy Pleaſure to put me to any Tryal, give 

ine neceſſary Force and Patience to glorifie 

thee, converting all the Evil that may hap=- 

pen unto me, to my Good and Salvation, 
j And if in ſupporting my Weakneſs, thy. 
{ Goodneſsis pleaſed to advertiſe me by ſome 
; light Aﬀfi&ion, cauſe that this thy Well- 
willing may draw me more and more to, 
Love and Honour thee, to give thee Thanks 
for the Care which thou haſt of thy poor 
1 Servant, and by that means to diſpoſe me 
to ariſe for thee at my Death., that after 
J it I may find the Life which: thou haſt pur- 
chaſed for me by thy Death, and therein. 
*with thee to haye part in Joy and Reſt for 

ever. Amen. | | 
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A TRALTER 


Ord God Heavenly Father, when 1 
conſider in how many ſorts I have ſin- £&- 
ned before thy Face, and againſt thy high Y 
Majeſty,l have horrour in my ſelf,in think- 
ing that I have ſo often turned from thee. 
Propitions and favourable Father, I deteſt }Þ 
my Ingratitude; ſeeing in what Servitude | 
of Sin, I have been too often precipitate, 
zening as much as in me lay of the precious |} 
Liberty which thy Son had purchaſed for }J 
me. I condemn my Folly,lI altogether diſ- FJ 
like of my ſelf, I ſee nothing but Death 
and Miſhap hanging over my Head, and my 
Conſcience riſing for a Judge and Witneſs 
of my Iniquites. but when on the other 
fide I enter into a Contemplation of thy 
infinite Mercy the which ſurmounteth all 
thy Works, and in the which, if ſo I dare 
to ſpeak, thon ſurmounteſt thy ſelf, my 
Soul is comforted. And indeed, why 
ſhould I make my ſelf believe that I cannot 
find Grace before him that ſummons and * 
fo often, and gently calls the Sinner to Re- 
pentance, proteſting expreſly that he de- 
{ires not the Death of a Sinner, but or 
that 
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that he turn from his Wickedneſs and 

live. | 
Moreover thy only Son hath ſo well aſ- 

ſured us, that we ſhall find Favour 1n thy 

Sight, by the ſweet Words which himſelf 

had uttered, as that of the loſt Sheep, and 

F of the Prodigal Son, the Image of whom I 

| acknowledge my ſelf to be ; that I ſhould 

| be moſt unthankful, incredulous and wick- 

. | ed, to go back and be aſhamed of thy Pre- 

| ſence, although 1 am wretched ; ſeeing 

' thou doſt fo itretch forth thy Hand unto 
me, and draw me to thee with ſuch won= 

| derful Aﬀ/eftion. I have very vilely forſa-- 

| kenthee; O merciful Father, I have unhap- ' 

| | pily let flip thy Graces; and adhering to 

| Deſires of my Fleſh, and ſtraying from thy 

Obedience, I have wrapped my ſelf in the 

baſe Servitude of Sin; 1 am fallen into ex- 

P tream Miſery, I know not whither to re- 

L tire, unleſs it be towards thee whom I have 

T abandoned. Let thy Mercy receive this 

$ poor Supplicant, whom thou haſt ſupport- 

g cd during his Errors. I am unworthy to 

lift up mine Eyes unto thee, or to call thee 

Father ; But I pray thee bow down thine 

JEyes to me, ſeeing thou wilt have it fo, 

being without that, in the Power of thine 

1 Enemies. The Sight of thy Face will revive 

| me, 
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me, and bring me again to thee. Seeing I 
have ſome Diſpleaſure in my ſelf, 1 know 
thou lookeſt upon me, that thou haſt given 
me Eyes to ſee the Danger wherein I was : 
thou haſt ſought and fonnd me in Death, 
and 1n the World, and haſt through thy 
Mercy given me a Deſire to enter into thy 
Houſe. 1darenot deſire that thou ſhouldſt 
kiſs and embrace me, nor that thou ſhouldſt 
weep for Joy that thou haſt fonud thy poor 
Servant and Slave: I do not demand the 


precious Ornaments wherewith thou doſt A 


kononr thy great Servants and moſt affe- 
Qionate Children, It is enough for me to 
be among the leaſt of thy Houſe, amidſt 
the greateſt Sinners, that have obtained Par- 
don of thee, and that have ſome Shelter in - 
thy Palace, where thereare {o many Dwel- 
lings: That even in thy Houfe I may be as 
little as thou ſhalt pleaſe, provided that: ' 
thou wilt preſerve me thine for eyer. 

O Merciful Father, 1 beſeech thee that 
for the Love of thy well-beloved Son my 
only Saviour, thou wouldfſt give me thy ho- 
ly Spirit, which may purifie my Heart, and | 
ſtrengthen me in ſuch ſort, that I may al-' 
ways dwell in thy Houſe, there to ſerve. 
thee in Holineſs and Juſtice all the Days - 
of. my Life. Amer. 

| Anne 
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Another. 


XK 7 Hat do we in this World but heap 
Sins upon Sins? So that the Mor- 
gow is always worſe than the Day before, 

and we do not ceafe drawing thy Indigna- 
i0n upon us ; But being out of this World 

n thy Heritage, we ſhall be altogether aſ- 

ured of our perte& and eternal Felicity, 
She Miſeries of the Body ſhall be aboliſh- 
d, the Vices and Filthineſs of the Soul ſhall 
de done away. O Heavenly Father, in- 
reaſe our Faith in us, for fear leſt we ſhould 
loubt of Things ſo certain ; Imprint thy 
race and thy Love in our Hearts, which 
ay lift us up to thee, and ſtrengthen us 
n thy Fear. And becauſe thou haſt lodg- 
4 us in this World, there for to remain as 
ong as it ſhall pleaſe thee, without declar- 
ng unto us the Day of our Departure, the 

hich thou alone knoweſt ; I do beſeech 

hee to take me out of 1t when thou in thy 

Mercy pleaſeſt ; and then to do me that 
700d that I may acknowledge the ſame, 
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re. hat in the mean while I may fit my ſelf 
/S - Mthereunto, as thou haſt appointed by thy 

holy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our bleſ- 
0» - ed Saviour and Redeemer. Amer, 
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His Body is the Priſon of the Sou], yea, 
a dark Priſon, narrow and fearful : 
we are as it were baniſhed Men in thif! 
World, our Lves are but Woe and Miſery 
on the contrary, Lord, it is in thy Heaven 
ly Kingdom, that we find onr Liberty,ÞÞ! 
our Country,and our perfe& Contentment,Þ# 
Awake our Souls by thy Word, to the Re-Þ! 
membrance and Apprehenfion of ſach aj! 
Good ; imprint in our Hearts the Love andſ{t 
the Deſire of everlaſting good Things, and 
only to be Wiſhed for ; give unto ourfh 
Conſciences ſome taſte of that Joy, where-Þþ© 
with the happy Souls which are in Heaven 
are hlled, that I may hold as Dung and 
Filth, all that which the Worldlings find 
{o fair, and covet ſo mnch, which ſo obſti-| 
nately they Retain, and do Adore with 
. ſuch Fervency. Cauſe that finding Taſte, 
but in thy Verity and Grace, I may wait 
for (calling upon thee) the Day of my per- 
fea Deliverance, thro? Jeſus Chriſt thy} 
Son, to whom, with thee and the Holy Spi-' 
rit be Glory everlaſting. Amer. 
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Another, 


al E? Lord Jeſus, the only Salvation of the 
1: Living, Life everlaſting of the Dead, 
i ſubmit my ſelf to thy holy Will, whe- 
y ÞÞer it be thy Pleaſure yet to ſuffer my 
-nJoul to be ſome ſpace within this Body, 
ty, to ſerve thee, or that it pleaſe thee to 
ntfake it out of Priſon, being aſſared that 
\e.hat thou keepeſt cannot Periſh. I am 
\ aJontent with all my Heart, that my Body 
nd{{tarn into the Earth, from whence it was 
\ndÞken; believing the laſt Reſurreion, 
zur hich ſhall make it Immortal, Incorrupti- 
rec, and fall of Glory. I do beſeech thee - 
en fortiftie my Soul againſt all Temptation, 
\ndÞviron me with the Buckler of thy Mercy, 
ind | beat back the Darts of Satan. As for 
ſtj-Fk, | am Weakneſs it ſelf, but I rely up- 
rithÞ thy Strength and Goodneſs. I cannot 
ſte. [edge any gooi I hing before thee where- 
vaith to boaſt; on the contrary, alas, my 
\er- Ps, 1n/inite In number, accuſe and tor- 
thy Pf me but thy Merit aſſures me, that I 
Spi-" |-be Saved; for | hold for certain, that 

n wert Born for ine, that thou wert 
mpted, that thou haſt Obeyed to God 


Ano thy 
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thy Father, that thon haſt Taught and 
brought Life everlaſting for me ; ſeeing 
thou haſt given thy ſelf to me with all theſc 
good Things, let not ſuch a Gift be unpro 
fitable ; let thy Blood wipe out the Filth 
of my Faults, thy Juſtice cover my In- 
iquities, thy Merits make me to find Grace 
before the Heavenly Throne. If my Evil 
do increaſe, augment thy Grace in me: 
ſo that Faith, Hope, and Charity may not 
Dye, but rather wax Strong in me : That 
the Apprehenſion of Death do not daun 
me, but that even after this Body ſhall bt 
as it were Dead, cauſe that the Eyes of m 
Soul may lift themſelvesup to Heaven, that 
the Heart may then cry fervently unto theell 
Lord, I commend my Soul into thy Hand 
fulfil thy Work, for thou haſt bought maſk 
I am thine by the Gift of thy Father, tf 
whom with thee and the Holy Ghoſt be « 
verlaſting Glory. Amex. 
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heels Moſt juſt and dreadful God, e- 
1nd d quitable in all thy Judgments, 
- me E& who ſuffereſt no Sin to paſs un« 
os puniſhed either in this Life, or 


be eÞ the Life to come : Let me have,' with 
ob, this Conſolation, That affliting me, 

Ou would'ſt not ſpare me here, to pu- 

iſh me hereafter : Here rather burn, here 

t, that hereafter thou mayeſt ſpare me. 

hat Union, O God, which thou didſt put 

Tiff 3? Creation betwixt my Soul and my 
body, | have not employed for to ſerve 

hee, therefore I will that henceforth it be 
ſolved. For too great AfﬀeCtion I had 
, Riches, and for my L, AS +) 
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them, 1 will deny my ſelf of all thingy 
under the Sun, and will have no more but 
a Sheet, Coffin, and an Hole to lye in, and 
wait for thy Coming. For the too great 
Love I carried to my Husband, Wife, Chil: 
dren, Parents, Friends, Companions, Con 
verſation and Company, I will now wil 
lingly abandon them all, and their Em 
bracements and kindly Uſage, I will alft 
have an end put to all my Senſes , thal 
henceforth I neither See, Hear, Touch 
Taſte nor Smell any thing, for not hayin! 
ruled them, nor ſhut them up by Mortif 
cation when the Devil was ſeeking entr 
into my Soul, From henceforth, Lord, 

will put filence to this wicked Tongue « 
mine, which hath been ſo great an Inſtr 
ment of Impiety, Swearing, Lying, Cur 
ſing, Defaming, Backbiting,DetraQting, an 
breaking forth ſo often in impure, diſhone| 
and injurious Speeches, againſt thee an 
my Neighbour. 

For the too great Mind I had to run, g 
andwalk in the Ways of the Wicked ; Fo 
the too frequent, impure Poſtures, Geſture 
and Motions of my Body, 1 will lye Dex 
in the Grave, and deſire that hencefort 
none do ſo much as name me, or ſpeak 1 
word of me, by reaſon I was too deſirous 
to be in every ones Mouth, and to be pray 

if 
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ſed and conſerved in their Memories ; and 


becauſe I did ſo much affe& Honour, Dig- 
did nity, and the Things of the Earth, and 
ſo much ſearch after delicate Fare, ſoft 
Bedding, and good Cloathing,” and did 
nouriſh and pamper this Fleſh of mine with 
too great Care; for Honour I will lye in 
AbjeQtion ; and for that I aſpired to have 


others bowing their Heads to me, and to * | 


be lifted above them, I will have them to 
trample oyer me.. For my Love to the 
Earth, I will return to it; for my Food, 
I will have the Worms to crawl in and 
out at my Mouth; for my Bed, I will 
have a Grave ; for my Garments, a 
Sheet ; and for the dainty Uſage of my 
Body, I will henceforth turn all my Beau- 
ty into Corruption. Recelve then, O juſt 
God, all theſe things in Puniſhment of my 
many Offences, for ſo this being thy juſt 
Will, it is alſo mine. Only, O God of 
Juſtice , let my Puniſhment be here 1n 
this Life, that 1 may find thee to be a God 
of Mercy in the Life to come : (for thou 
haſt dgclared by thy Secvant David, that 
thy MEfcies are aboveall thy Works,)Grant 
this,O Lord, for the Merits of thy only Son, 


\ my Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. Amer. 
G2 A. 
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Four Laſt T n iN 6s, 


FTE, 


I. Death, which is moſt certain; 

Il. Judgment, which is moſt ſtrict; 

ITI. Hell, which is moſt diſmal ; 

IV. Heaven, which 1s moſt delight- 
| _ 
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Inſtructions both to Youns,and if 

W OLD, to Prepare themſelves for = 

their Latter End ; and fome necel- bt » 

ſary Directions to Die well, 1n or- i 

der to ayoid Hell, and obtain Hea- fit | 
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 FourLaſt Things. 


1. Df Death. 


Pſalm 89: 4. What Man is he that liveth, 
and ſhall not ſee Death ? 


() Utofthe Duſt was Man formed, 
and unto the Duſt ſhall Man 
return : Tr is appointed for all - 
Men once to Die, Heb. 9, 27. Deathto * 
the Wicked, is the end of all Comfort, - 
and the beginning of all Miſery ; but 
Death to the Godly is a happy Dif> : 
charge, and Freedom from Sin and Sor- : 

G 4 FOW, © 
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row, and the only Inlet to Peace and 
Happineſs; the Saints Enjoyments ſhall 
be incomparable, when the Sinners 
Torments {hall be intolerable : Whena 
Sinner dies, he carries his bad with him, 
and leaves his good behind him ; but 
when a Believer dies, he leaves all his 
bad behind him, and carries his good 
with him : The Sinner goes from Good 
to Evil; the Believer from Evil to Good, 
When a Saint leaves the World, his 
Fleſh turns to Duſt, and his Spirit re- 
turns to Reſt ; when a Sinner leaves 
the World, his Body goes to Worms 
to be conſumed, and his Soul to Flames 
to be tormented. 


When you come into the World, 
you do but live to die again; when you 
o out of the World, you do but die to 
ve again. He thatlives well, cannot 
die ill; he that lives without Fear, 
ſhall certainly die without Hope ; he 
that hath no Grace 1n his Life, can have 
no true Peace in his Death. This King 
' of 
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of 'Terrors, Death levelleth the high- 
eſt Mountains with the loweſt Valles ; 
the Robes of Princes, and the Rags of 
Beggars, are both laid up alike in the 
Wardrobe of the Grave, which s a 
Bed to Reſt in, but not a Shop to Trade 
in ; therefore go to your Beds as you 
were going to your Graves, and 1ſo 
clole your Eyes in one World,. as you 
would open them in another.; and re- 
member that God can as eaſily turn you 
into Duſt, as he took you thence ;* to 
Day is your living Day, to Morrow 
may be your dying one : In ſhort, 
the Meditation of Death is the only 
Motive in. order for a Preparation 
thereunto. 


Therefore, Chriſtian Soul, whoſoe- / 
ver thou art, conſider the Shortneſs of 
of thy Life, and how uncertain Death 
is ; he may come this Hour before the 
next. 'Thou art not ſure when. thou 
coeſt to Bed at Night to take thy Ret, 
whether thou ſhalt ever awake again, 

my G 5 though 
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though never ſo Well ; and if fo be 
thou awake in the Morning, whether 
thou ſhalt live till Night. For Death 
is the great Meſſenger of Mortality ; | 
anthis coming-15 certain, but when, 15 
uncertain: "There 1s no reſiiting of his 
mighty Power, when he comes : he 
{weeps all before him, both Rich and 
Poor, Old and Young ; it's a'] one to 
him, for when their Glaſs is run, they 
muſt ſtay no longer here, but to change | 
this Life for a better or worſe, accord- 
ing as thou haſt ſpent thy. Time here, 
whether in doing Good or doing Evil. 
Therefore, dear Soul, put not oft thy 
Repentance until another Day, for | 
thou art not ſure to ſee an end of this ; 4 
Provide therefore that thy Bed may ra- 
ther find thee fitted for God, than fit | 
thee, and fo order thy Eſtate and thy 
Soul, in thy Health, that when Death 
comes, thou mayſt have nothing to do. 
but to Die. Let not thy Thoughts be 
how thou ſhalt live here, but how thou 
ſhalt live hereafter ; mind not the _ 
| | Flea- 
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Pleaſures of this World, which is but 
momentary ; but- rather pray to God 
for his Grace (without which you can 
do nothing) that you. may endure all 
Hardſhips and Crofles here with Pati- 
ence and Comfort ; and that you may | 
do all the Good that in you lies, to the 
Advancement of his Glory, and your ' 


Eternal Welfare. .; 


I 
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11. Of Judgment. 


Editate upon Judgment, which 

is moſt ſtrict ;: We mult all 
appear before the Judgment - ſeat of 
!;' Chriſt, they who have been grace- 
|| Jeſs in their Days, will be ſpeech- 
{| Jeſs in this Day ; they who would not 


ils come before his Mercy-feat, {ſhall be 
| forced to come before his Judgment- 
|| ſeat; thoſe that would not believe h! 
il Promiſes, ſhall tremble at his Threat- 
|| nings; and indeed it muſt be very A- 
|| mazing to ſee the Earth flaming, the 
li | Heavens melting, the Stars falling, the 

|: Graves opening, the Judgment baſten- 
i | ing, the Sun and Moon declining, and 
|| Chriſt and his Angels coming : He 
|| that comes to raiſe the Dead, comes a]- 
| 1o to judge the Dead. Oh this great 
\Day, to great Sinners, will be a terri- 
| ble Hip ghaſtly Day, when they ſhall 
||behold Chriſt coming in the Clouds, 
ha- 
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1ving the Perſon of a Man, but the 
Power of God, being crowned with 
Dignity, and guarded with Angels, 
ind enraged with Anger, and enabled 
vith Power to bring forth both High 
and Low, Rich and Poor to his Bar, 
vhere he will judge them, not by the 

/hiteneſs of their Countenance, but 
dy the Blackneſs. of their Conſciences ; 
and though he was guarded to the 
Croſs with a Band of Soldiers, yet here 
he is guarded with a glorious. Train of 
Angels. You that make no Account 
of his coming,. what Account will you 
make at his coming? Therefore, for 
the Lord's ſake, meditate upon Judg- 
ment, for 1t 1s the only Means to make 


you Judgment-proot. 


O Chriſtian, ſeriouſly conſider this, 
and repent of your Sins before t is.too 
late, and break thoſe Bands afſunder 
Y that leads to utter Deſtruction ;. for 
' there's no Repentance after Death, for 


after Death comes Judgment. 


O 
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O ye Drunkards, Swearers, Lyars, 
W horemongers,Covetous, and Oppreſ- 
ſors of the Poor, you that do deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace,and will not hearken | 
to the many loving Calls and Invitati- 
ons of Almighty God by his Spirit and 
Miniſtry, take Notice that this Day of 
God's Wrath will be a Day of Terrors 
to. you, which will make your Hearts 
{ink within you, your Countenance to 
change, your Joints to be Iooſed, when 
the Terrors of the Almighty at this 
Time ſhall ſeize upon you; therefore 
| Adfaith the Apoſtle, x Cor. 5. 11, Kypow- 
 tng the Terrors of the Lord, we perſwade 
| Aden, This Day will be a Day of ex- 
tream Sorrow and Anguiſh to the 
Wicked, Prov. 1. 20. When your Fear 
ſhall come as Deſolation, and your Deſtru= | 
ion as a Whirlwind, Zeph. 1. 15. | 
That Day is the Day of Wrath, a Day of 


ou EE. eas on SY 


Trouble and Diſtreſs, a Day of Waſtneſs | 
«ud Deſolations. Ty 


There- 
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Therefore, whoever you are, let 
your daily Practice be in Piety, doing 
200d to thoſe that ſtand in need of your 
help, as far as your Circumſtances will 
let you, being Charitable and Compaſ- 
ſionate, ever {triving againſt the Temp- 
tations of the Devil, {lighting the fool- 
i{h Pleaſures of this World, accounting 
them, as they are, nothing bur Vexa- 


| tion of Spirit, but he always minding 


thoſe that are Eternal ; for if you ex- 
pect to be any of thoſe Souls that dwell 
in thoſe Manſions of Bhſs and Happi- 
neſs, you mult fear God, and keep his 


. Commandment, for that ts the Whole 


Duty of Man. 
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111. The To2ments of Hell, 
and diſmal State of the 
Wicked, 


He third Thing necellary, 1s to 
meditate upori Hell, which is 
moſt Diſinal and Terrible: Oh dread- 
ful Place ! where the Devil is the Jay- 
tor, Hell the Prifon, Damnation the Pu- 
niſhmenr, Eternity the Time, Brim- 
ſtone the Fire, and Men and internal 
Spirits the Fuel : to endure this, will 
be intolerable; and to avoid i It, will be 
impoſſible. O Chriſtians, this preſent 
Day 1s the Day of God's Long-ſuſfer- 
ing, but that will be Man's eternally. 
Oh what Hells there is in Hell | the loſs 
of God, the loſs of Chriſt, the loſs of 
Saints, the loſs of Angels, the loſs of | 
all Good, and the gain of all, endleſs, 
eaſcleſs, "and remedileſs Torments : 
The Smoke of their Torments doth aſcend | 
for ever, Rev. 4. 12. and 20. 10, _ 
that 
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that you would think of this endleſs 
and bottomleſs Lake. 


Conſider, That if thou but once 
droppeſt into Hell, thou wilt be as far 
trom coming out at the end of a thou- 
land Years, as at thy firft entrance : 
So that if all Men that ever have or 


ſhall be created, were Brarehus-like, 


hundred-handed, and ſhould at once 
take Pens in their hundred Hands, and 
do nothing elſe for ten hundred thou- 
{and milions of Years, but ſum up in 
Figures as many hundred thouſand Mil- 
ions as they could; yet could they ne- 
ver reduce to a Total, or confine within | 
Number, this triiyllable Word [Erer- 

al,} or that Word. of four Syllables 


[ Everlaſting] 


Now let ſiich as forget God, but ſe- 
riouſly conſider this : It will not be an . 
Impriſonment during the King's Plea» 
ſure, but during the King of King's 


Pleaſure. It is not a Captivity of fe- |, 


venty | 
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venty Years, like that of the Children 
of Iſrael in Babylon, for that had an 
End ; nor like a Captivity of ffeventy 
Milions of Generations, for that alſo in 
time would be expired, but even for IPC 
Ever. The Wicked {hall live as long }& 


in Hell, as there ſhall be a juſt God in ot 
Heaven. s 


fl Here we meaſure Time by Days, | 
& Months, Years; but for Eternity there |C 
” 1500 Arithmetician can number it, no |a 
| Geometrician can meaſure it; For ſup- | / 
| poſe the World were turned into a |* 
|| Mountain of Sand, and that a little | 
| Wren ſhould come every thouſand | 
| Years, and carry away from that 
| Heap but one Grain of the Sand, what 
an infinite number of Years would be 
ipent and expired, before the whole 
Heap would be fetch'd away ? But ad- 
mit a Man ſhould ſtay in Torments ſo 
| long, and then have anend of his Woe, 
| 1t were fome Comfort to think that an 
end would come: But, alas! when he 

hath 
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times over, he ſhall be as far from an 
end of his Anguiſh, as ever he was the 
firſt Hourhe entred intoit. Now ſup- 
poſe thou ſhould{t le but one Night 
grievoully afflicted with a raging Fit 
of the Stone, Stranguary, 'Tooth-ach, 
Pangs of Travel, or the like ; though 
thou hadſt to help and eaſe thee, a ſoft 
Bed to he on, Friends about thee to 
Comfort thee, Phyſicians to Cure thee, 
all cordial and comfortable Things to 


- | Aſſwage the Pain ; yet how Tedious 


_ D_ 


and Painful would that one Night ſeem 
unto thee? How wouldſt thou toſs and - 
tumble, and turn from one ſide to ano- 


ther? Counting the Clock, eſteeming e= | 


jg very Minute a Month, and thy preſent 


Miſery unſupportable. W hat then will 
it be to lie in Flames of Fire? (to 
which our Fire is but Air 1n compart- 
ſon) Fire and Brimſtone kepr .in the 
higheſt Flame by the unquenchable 
Wrath of God, World without end ; 
where thou ſhalt have nothing _ 

: thee 


aw" 
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thee but Darkneſs and Horror, Wail- 
ing and Wringing of Hands, deſpe- 
rate Yellings and Gnaſhing of Teeth: | 
Thy old Companions in Vanity and 
Sin, to Ban and Curie thee ; the De- | 
viPs inſulting over thee with Cruelty 
and Sorrow ; the never-dying Worm 
of Conſcience to teed upon thy Soul 
and Fleſh for ever and ever. Oeverlaſt- 
ing Eternity ! an ever-dying Lite, and 
an ever-living Death. 


Oh then, bethink thy ſelf of this || 

Word Eternal and Everlaſtingly, and 

- ponider upon 1t ; yea, do but indeed 
believe it, and it will be enongh to 
break thine Heart, and make it to Re- 

lent and Repent, and thereby prevent 

the Wrathtocome; it will put thee to 
! Demur, Whathavel done? What am 
TI about? Whither will-this Courſe 
| tend? How will it end? What will 
'>. become of me, if I go on in Chamber- 
ing and Wantonneſs, Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs, Strife and Envying , 
| SwWear- 


"the Foar Lat Things, 15 
Swearing, Prophaneneſs and the like? 
| JO then break off thy Sins without De- 


- 5 lay, and let there be a Healing of thine 
Errors, 


The Schools affirm, that the beſt 
orture in Hell, exceeds the greateft 
hat can -be deviſed ; for 1hould we 
J burn off one Hand, then another, after 

that, each Arm, and fo all che Parts of 
he Body, it would be deemed intole- 
able, and no Man would endure it for 
 þll the Profits and Pleaſures this World 
an afford ; and yet it is nothing to the 
purning of the Body and Soul in Hell : 
Should we endure ten thouſand Years 
orments in Hell, it were grievous, 
but nothing to Eternity : Should we 
luffer one Pain, it were miſerable e- 
nough ; but if ever we come there our 
Pains ſhall be for number and kinds, 
nfinitely various, as our Pleaſures have 
deen here: Every Senſe and Member, - 
zach Power and Faculty both of Soul 
ind Body ſhall have their ſeveral Ob- 
| jects 
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jects of Wretchedneſs, and that wit 

out Intermiſhon, or End, or Eaſe, « 
Patience to endure it, Lake 12. 5. and 
16. 23. Matth, 3.12, and 5. 22, ani 
22. 23. O that Men would ſtrip Sin 
its Diſguiſes, and waſh off its flattering ; 
Colours, and look into its odious Na 
ture, and to the conſequential Evils d 
it in the next World! O that thy 
would conſider they hang by ſlende 
Strings, (a little Breath that expires , 
very Minute) over the bottomleſs Pr 

and that within alittle while nothin 


will remain of the Pleaſures of Sin, but 


the undying Worm, and theever-livin; 
Flames. | 


There 15 a way to keep a Man out 
Hell, but no way to get a Man out « 
Hell: Tho? the Wheat and the Chat 
grow together, they mult not lie toge 
ther; ſo in Hell there ſhall not be 
Saint among thoſe that are terrified 


nor in Heaven a Sinner among tho 
that are glorified. 
| T 


th 


IS 


\ The Sea of bitter Damnation ſhall 


I not be ſweetned with the leaſt Drop of 


Compaſſion. Oh Chriſtians, will you 
pity a Body that 1s going tothe Block, 
and will you not pity a Soul that is go- 
ing to a bottomleſs Pit ? 


What a ſad Viſitation is that, where 
the black Horſe of Death goeth before, 
and the red Horle of Wrath followeth 


after: Oh, how intolerable muſt it 


needs be, where one Death comes up- 
on the Neck of another | . 


A Man's Condition in this Lite may 
be Honourable, and yet his State, as to 
another Life, may be Damnable : ?is 


better to go with poor Lazarus to Hea- 


ven, than to go with rich Dzves to 
Hell: "Therefore let us ſtrive to go to 
Heaven by Contemplation, that we 
may avoid going to Hell by Condem- 
nation. 


Con- 
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Conſider fyrther, and add Extremi- 
ty to Eternity, and then think of Hell, 
(as it truly is) Hell indeed ; for if the 
Ague of a Year, or the Cholick of a 
Month, or the Rack of a Day, or the 
Burning of an Hour, or the Minutes 


Twitch of a Tooth, be Ounſufferable 


here, what is Milions of Thouſands of 


Years, nay, Eternity of unſpeakable 


Townents in Hell ; and inſtead of be- 
ing abated, contiqually aggravated by 
Infernal Fiends, whole Society alone 
would be hideoully trightful and ama- 
zing? 


Now, what Heart would not bleed 
to ſee: Men run headlong into theſe 
Tortures that are thus endleſs and 1n- 
tolerable ? Oh that it were allowed to 
the reſolute and deſperate Ruffians of 
theſe our Days, that Swear and Curſe, 
Drink and Blaſpheme, Rob and Kill, 
to hawet a Sight of this Hell, how 
would it charm Heir. Mouths, mode- 
rate 
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rate their Spirits, and aſtoniſh their 
Hearts; nay, if they could have but 
the leaſt Glimpſe thereof, they would 
rather chuſe to be pined to Death ten 
thouſand times over, than wilfully com- 
m_ one Sin that would fend them thi- 
ther. 
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IV. Of Heaven, 


He Fourth neceſſary Thing, is, to 
meditate on Heaven, which 1s 


mof 
Bleſſed, inherit the Kzngdom prepared for 
you. Oh, who can reveal the Glories 
of Heaven, or what Tongue can ex- 
preſs the everlaſting Pleaſures that's 
there? There's no Care, nor Sorrow, 
nor Toil, nor Labour, no: Vexation to 
diſturb your Quiet : "There's all Peace, 
never-cealing Peace: There's all the 
divine Squls, as Angels, Saints, Pro- 
phets, Martyrs, Seraphims and Che- 
rubims, and all the Ccaleſtial Choir, 
breath forth in their harmonious Voices, 
eternal Hallelujahs, and Songs of Prat- 
{es to the Algtorious, Almighty, and 
Everlaſting God, bleſſed for evermore: 
There every righteous Soul thatdeparts 
hence, goes and receives a white Robe, 
and an everlaſting Crown of Glory F 
an 


joyful, Matth. 25. 30. Come ye 
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and dwells in that Land of Peace, and © | 


drinks of the Rivers of Pleaſures ; and 
not for Time, but for Eternity ; anEter- 
nity, I ſay, that will never have an end, 
there they behold theBeauty ofthe bleſ: 
{ed God,ſeated upon a Throne of Divine 


| Majeſty, with his dearly beloved Son, 


( our bleſſed Saviour ) on his right 
Hand, and admire the Gloriout- 
neſs thereof; there they themſelves 
out-ſhine the Sun in Brightneſs; there 
they continually ' hear Sounds'of har- 
monious Muſick ; poſſeſſing continual 
Joy and endleſs Comfort. There: 1s 
Mirth without Sadneſs, Light without 
Darkneſs, Pleaſure withourt:Pain; -Life ' 
without Death, Reſt without Labour; 
Plenty without Poverty”, . and Gain 
without Loſs: Who would: not 
but work for this Glory with' the 
greateſt Diligence, and wait forit with 
the greateſt Patience ? Oh what Glo7 
ries are there in Glory ! Crowns. of Glo- 
ry, Veſſels of Glory, a Weight of Glo» 


| ry, a Kingdom of Glory. Here Chrift 


H 2 puts 
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22 The Humble Suit 

puts his Grace upon his Spouſe, bur 
there he puts his Glory upon her: In 

this Life the Believers have ſome good 

Things, bur there the beſt are reſerved 

for them. Heaven 1s not only a Poſ- 

ſeſſion promiſed, but a Poſleflion pur- 

chaſed : When our Contemplations 

are in Heaven, then we enjoy a Hea- 
ven upon Earth. Do we delight in 

good Company ? What Pleaſure then 

thall weenjoy in the Company of Saints 

and Angels, in whom there 3s nothing 

but Joy, Comfort and Delight? Do 

we defire Riches, Honour., Beauty, 
Pleaſure,long Life, or whateverelſe can 

be. named tobe deletable? No Place 

ſo Glorious by Creation, nor ſo Beau- 

tiful-with DeleQation, fo Rich in Poſ- 

ſ:fhon, ſo Comfortable for Habitation, 

nor ſo durable for laſting. There are 

noiEſtates but Inheritances, no Inhert- 

ragces but Kingdoms, no Houſes but 

Palaces, no Noiſe but Muſick, no 

Robes:but Scepters, no Garments but 
Robes, no Seats but Thrones, no Co- 

Vcrings 
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8. 17. Tit. 3.7. Heb. 9.15. Mat. 25. 
$I, 34. 217:im.4.6. Gal. 4. 7. 1 Per. 
d | 3.9, 10. Mark ro. 23, 24, 25.. Rev; 
0. 


IS There we ſhall ſee the bleſſed Face 
a- | of God, who 1s the Glory of all Sights, 
nf and the Sight of all Glory ; yea, our 
n | ſelves ſhall out-:hine the Sun in bright- 
ts | neſs, Matth. 13. 34. 


o In ſhort,. our Joy will there be full, 
', | and none ſhall be able to take it from 
nf us, orleſſen it; Solomes in all his Glo» 
e | ry and Royalty to this, was but as a 
I- } Spark of Light in a Chimney to the 
= | Sun in the Firmament : 4b/alom's Beau- 
, | ty to that is but Deformity : Sampſor's 
e | Strength to that 1s but Infirmity : Me- 
- | theuſalem's Age to theirs, is bur Mino+ 
ty rity ; yea, how little, how nothing are 
Of the poor and temporary Enjoyments of 
t | this Life in compariſon to thoſe we {hall 
- | enjoy. in the next, x Cor. 2.9, Nay, 

H-3 Para- 
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A Diſcourſe of * 


Paradiſe, or the Garden of Edex, was. 
but a Wilderneſs compared with this ! 
and if the Gates be of Pearl, and the 
Streets of Gold, what then are the yn- 
ner Rooms, the Preſence-chamber of 
the Great Monarch of Heaven and 
Earth ? what then may we think of 
the Maker and Builder thereof, who 
there will be all in all unto us, as Meat 
to Taſte, Beauty to our Eyes, Perfiimes 
to our Smell, Muſick to our Ears ; and 
what ſhall I ſay more, ut as the P/a/- 
miſt faith, Glorious Things are ſpoken of 
thee thou City of our God, Plal. 87.8. | 
Rev. 3. 2,7. and 21. 10, to the end: | 
That which makes Heaven ſo full of | 
Joy 1s, it 15 above all Fear, and that | 
which makes Hell ſo full of Horror is, 
that it is below all Hope. The Veſſels 
of Grace ſhall ſwim in the Ocean of | 
Glory. Here all the Earth is nothing | 
for one Man, but there one Heaven 1s | 
enough for all Men. 


There= 


the Four La#t Things, lk 5, 


Therefore, ' Sirs, Live ſo that the 
Word which hath brought Salvation | 
to. your Souls, may bring: your Souls to- | 
Salvation. We mult firſt ſhine in Grace, 
before we can ſhine in Glory. 


Be willing to want what God 1s not 
willing to give. Man is fuch a Debtor 
to God, that he can never pay lis Due 
to God : weare {> far from paying the 
utmoſt Farthing, that at the moſt we 
have not a Farthing to pay ; there is no 
Man but hath received more Good 
than he'deſerveth, and none more E- 
vil, and therefore thould be contented, 
though he enjoy but little Good, and 
not diſcontented though he ſuffer much 
Evil, x Tim. 6.8. A Chr iſtian is to ſub- 


mit to the Will of God's diſpoſing, as - 


well as to the Will of God's command- 
ing. A gracious Heart ſhould be ne- 
ver out of Heart ; it God be not wil- 
ling to give thee Riches, O then be wil- 
ling to want Riches: If God be nor 
4 wal». 
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26 . ADiſuuſeef 
willing to give thee Health, O then be 
thou willing to want it. 


O Chriſtian, fubmit thy. Will co. God's 
Will; that Soul ſhall have his Will of 
God, who deſires. nothing but .Gad*s 
Will: Do you but take care of that 


|! which belongs to God, and God will 


take care of-all that belongs to you. 


Now let us conſider a. little, what 
ſignifies theſe filly fooliſh Pleaſures here 
to thoſe that are in Heaven ; theſe 
Pleaſures which are but mamentary, to 
thoſe that are Eternal : What: if we 
ſuffer a little Sorrow here, for thirty or 


forty Years, whichis bur a {mall while 


to enjoy an Eternity in Happineſs here- 
after ; 15 it not better than ro partake of 
the- Pleaſures. of this World, and: to 
have our fill of our beaſtly Delights, 
and to be damn'd in Hell for it for ever 
after ? 


Oh 


—  — 
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Oh conſider alſo how much of your 


precious Time 1s waſted and ſpent, 


and how little of your great Wark is 
done ;. hath not your Reſt ſtolen away 
half your Time, and: your Luſt the 9- 
ther? Your Work is great, and your 
Time 1s ſhort ; you have a God to 
honour, a Chriſt to believe in, a Soul 
to ſave, a Race to run, a Crown to 
win, a Hell to eſcape, and a Heaven to- 
make ſure of ; you have many Temp- 
tations to withſtand, and many AﬀMi- 
ctions to bear, many Mercies to 1m- 
prove, and many Duties: to perform ; 
Therefore, O Chriſtian,. Redeem the. 


"Time, becauſe the Days are Evil, E- 


pheſ. 5. 15. O that every ſtep your 
Souls take, might be towards Heaven 
and that you would make ſure of Go 
to Day, becauſe to Morrow you are 
not ſure of your ſelves : therefore for 
the Lord's ſake, Improve your Time, 
and for. your SouPs ſake Redeem your 
Time. The Lawyer will not loſe his 
H 5 Term, 
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28 A Diſcoarſe of 5 


Term, the Water-man will not lofe his 
Tide, the Trades-man will not loſe his 
Exchange-time, the Husband-man will 
not 'loſe his Seaſon, and will you loſe 
your:Seaſon? if you loſe your Seaſon, 
you loſe your precious Soul. There is 
but one Heaven, and if you miſs of 
that, you will certainly take up your 
Lodging in Hell. 


— 


I muſt ſum up all with theſe Exhor-. 
tations :_ Let me beſeech you who are 
young Men and young Women, to 
Remember your Creator in the Days 
of your Youth; that is, to ſerve God, to 


{| love God, to honour God, and'to o-. 1 


bey God in your youthful Days ; for 
the Flower of Lite is of Chriſt's ſet-. 
ting, therefore let it not be of the De- 
viPs plucking, Oh, young People, if 
you be now ſick of the Will-20t, in old 
Age you will die (perhaps) of the Cax- 
z0t ; if God's to Day will be too ſoon 
for thy Repentance, thy to Morrow 
will be too late for his Acceptance : 


Let 


' Let nothing be done in this World 


- Nor nothing undone'which may be ne- 
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the Four La#t Thines. 29] 


which cannot be an{wer'd in another; 


neflary in another. He that departs 
this World in Faith ſhall be ſaved; but 
he that departs from the Faith ſhall be 
damned : Therefore I ſay to you all, 
both Old and Young, with St. Paz, x 
Cor. 15.58. Be ftedfait, numovable, al- 
ways abounding in the Works of the Lord, 
for as much as you know that your Labour 
is not in vain in the Lord. | 
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DIE WELL 
Y Brethren, what doth 


IM the Lord require oof. 


ou, but to do Juli 
| to love T a6. and walk Hum- 


Y bly with God, and to break. off, 
with your Sins, and to take no. 
11 Pleaſure or Delight in them, { 
+ but hate and abhor them for 
| the future, and utterly caſt: + 
, | them behind your Backs, and 
to preſs forwards to the Mark 


of 
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fof the Prize of the high Calling 
in. Chriſt. Jeſus our Lord : for 
the L1me is-haftening and com- 
ing. on, wherein it ſhall .be {aid, 
He that is unju3t let him he unjuSt 
ftill, and: he that ts filthy let him 
e filthy ſtill, and he that i.righ- 
teous let him be righteo's ſtill, &c. 
The Infinite, Holy and Heart- 
ſearching God watcheth, ſeeth, 
and takes a ſtrict Account of all 
your Actions, andithey will find 
you out, and if not.truly repent- 

| ed:of and pardoned, they. will lie 
down with youn theGrave,and 
1 follow you in. another World, 
: and meet you at God's dreadful 
* Bar, and be open to the view of 
the whole World. Sin 1s a.bad 
Bed-fellow, and a worſe Grave- } 
fellow. _ There- 
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make ſure of Eternal Happi- 


EPIC 


-[B; 

Therefore whatſoever it {il 
now your Duty to do. both tg: 
God and Man, now ſet about» 
and do it with-all your Might] 
Ecclegaſticus 9. 10. Now before 
the Decree comes forth, and th 


fierce Anger-of the Lord: come up- 


1. Be very careful and dili- 
gent in thoſe Means that are 
appointed for your Salvation, 
2 Pet. 1. 10. Make your Calling 
and Election fare, &c. It is our | 
preſent Work and- Bufineſs to. 


neſs and Blefledneſs ; for there | 
is no landing at the Shore of 
Felicity, without failing in the 


Bark 
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Directitns to Die well. | 33 


Bark of F idelity ; 3. till you make 
ſure of Salvation, you will ne- 


ver be free from Temptations. 


Strive to enter in. at the ftreight 


; Gate, Luke I}, 


2. Therefore Pray without cea ſ- 
ng, 1 The. 4. 14. Pray contt- 


nually though you. be not al- 


ways at Prayer; our daily 
Wants call for daily Prayers ; 


every Morning. put up. your 


Prayers to the Moſt High God, 


|] Maker of Heaven and Earth : 
Let it be your firſt Work and 


your laft Work. You that would 
be Chriſtians indeed, and not' 


| in outward Shew and Profcifion 


only, lock up your Hearts with |} 
Prayer, and give God the Key, 


and 


— 


—— — 
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and he wall preſerve you, — 
then you may ſleep without any] 
fear of Danger. O, you will. 


never: want a Praying-Time,| 


if you do not want a Praying; 
Frame. O the Strength and 
Vertue of Divine: Prayar ! It 
will fetch Fire from Heaven, 
yea.an Angel from Heaven, to 
fetch a Peter out.of Priſon. They 
that pray heartily, and in Faith, 
may be fully aſſured they. ſhall 
ſpeed happily.. 


3: Take all Opportunities, 
and embrace them, for the hear- 
-ing of the good Word of God-; 


for Faith comes by hearing of the * 


Word preached, 
h 


L 


nd| 


 DireGlions to Die well, 35 © 


4. Live in Love and Charity 


towards all Men, your great- 
ft Enemies, as. well as your beſt 


Friends, 1 7ohn 4. 18. My.Chil- 
dren, tet us not love in Word, net- 
ther in Tongue, but in Love and 
in Truth. Let your Love be 
real and true, and not ſelfiſh, 
Gal. 5. 14. Love thy. Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf: And he that 
is wanting in this great Work, 
doth not rightly and truly love 
himſelf ; this Love 1s called an 
Old. Commandment, and. a 
New Commandment ; 1t 15. as 
Old-as the Law of Moſes, and *' 
as New as the glorious Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ihe | 
Natural and Moral Man, may 

ove 
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WAR by him. 


4 Be Je humble Chriſtians, 
' Matth. 29, ' A Believer 15 
s ike 1 Veſſel at Sei, the more it 
fills the more itfinks ; none fo 
Hhumble'on Earth; as thoſe that 
live higheſbifr Heaven. Where| 
Humility 1s the Corner-ſtone, 
there Piety. 1s the Top-ftone ; 
the Cloth: of Humility ſhould 
F ' always be worn upon the Back 
3 of Chriſtianity, If you were 

{| but to go to the Graves of thoſe 
that are gone before you, you 
there would ſee their Bones ſcat- 
tered, 


=— - vt Go _ 
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rufered, their Eyes waſted, their 
ne Fleſh conſumed, their Mouths 
11eorrupted, that it is like were 
thilofty' Ones : Where be now 
their ruddy Lips, their lovely 
Cheeks, their fluent Tongues, 
their {| parkling Eyes? Are they 
is} not all gone and come to no- 
it] thing ? and ſo will you be e're 
(of long-: Therefore what cauſe 
tþ have we to be proud of thele 
el Things. ST 


: 6. If we have got into God's 

! | Favour, let us be ſure to labour 

| to keep i 11 his Favour whilſt we 

| live, and then certainly we (hall 
die in his Favour. 


Oh, 


-_ 
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C 

Oh, whoever you. be thiathm 
happen to read theſe few Lines, 
let me beg of you to make 
i | Religion your main Bufineſs ; 
# Hearing, Reading, Praying 
and Believing. 


what you can anſwer in ano- 
ther : For we ſhall all appear be- 
fore the Judgment- eat of C brit, 
&. 2GF.<.10,. 


a 
Do nothing in this World but || 
{ 


' To Die well is a. long Ars 
which thon haſt but a ſhort. 
time to learn; they. that have 
Tong furniſhed themſelves with 
7 all ſpiritual Means, find Work 
} enough ta: vanquiſh and over- 
wt. cone. 


— bd Fa. 
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 Fome all their ſpiritual Ene- 
lathmies: How then {ſhalt thou, 
es, (careleſs Sonl, 1f thou wilt not 
keſtake hold of this Opportunity, 
; be in hopes to effect it, when 
the Onſet of the Enemy ſhall 
be moſt ſtrong and prevalent, 
and thou, through Pains in the 
Body, and Perplexities, and Di- | 
= [ftractednels of Mind very weak, \ 
- [and no ways able to refift ; when 
, | Impediments ſhall be multipli- 
ed, and Helps diminiſhed, thy 
Diftraction great, thy Inclina- 
| [tion little, and Leiſure none ? 

[for at the Hour of Death there 

is ſo many and great Things 

will caufe thee to Die,, that 

| Ithou ſhalt have neither Mind, 

nor Time, nor Strength to Die | 
well. | There- | 


IP 


40 Directions to Dre well. 


Therefore, as thou defirefſſ; 
the everlaſting Welfare of th) 
precious and immortal Soul 
let what has been. defired © 
thee, in this ſmall Piece, be ; 

 ſ{trialy obſerved and done withF. 
_out Delay, that ſo you may : 
be everlaſtingly happy withÞ; 

God, and his holy Angels, in ſe 
the higheſt Heavens. - 
JL 65 | 
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Catalogue of Jome BOOKS lately Printed 
for Jofiah Blare, Bookſeller, at the Looking- 
glaſs oz London-bridge, 


z | A Tres's Arithmetick, a Treatiſe deſigned for 
11 the Ule and Benefit of Tradeſmen; where- 

- inthe Nature and Ule of Fractions, borh - 
ONulgar and Decimal, are Taughr by a New and 
he alice Merhod ; alſo, the Art of Meaſuring. 

J The Accompliſhed Lady's Rich Cloſer of Rarities ; - 
h4fr, rhe Ingen!ous Gemtlewoman's and Servant- 
ſaid's delighrful Companion : Containing many 
d Yxcellent Things for Accommodation of the Fe- 
t ale Sex ; as the Art of Srtilling, Preſerving, 
"TL onſerving, Cookery : Directions ro young Gen- 
1nflewomen, as to their Behaviour, and feemly De- 

dortmertt in Converſation. 

The Eſſex Champicn ; or, the Famous Hiſtory of 
ir Billy of BUlerrecay, and his Eſq; Ricardo, ſhew- 
ng the Renowned Archievements and Valiant Acts 
pf the Invincible Knight, Sir. Billy of Billerrecay, 

ith his Love to his:Lady Dwulcina ; as alfo the 

omical Exploits and Amorous Adventures of 

Ricardo his Eſquire ; their Tilts and Turnaments 

Honour of Ladies, their Battles with Giants 
and Monſters. Written by. I/lliam HWinſtanly 

ent. at Saffron Walden, in Eſſex. | 

The Famous Hiſtory of Amadrs of Greece, or, 

Che Renowned Knight of the Burning Sword. 

" The Engliſh Fortune-Teller, © 

The Hiſtory of Pari/mmus and Pari/meonos. 

The Compleat Engliſh Secretary : And neweft 
icademy of Complements: Containing the true Arr 


of 


oP” 
WF 5 


"Ip Er EI 
ee 


Sx EF a 4 


f KwAGGE wats act. 


», 
ears SE Cad 


A Catalogue of. Books. 


of Enditing Letters, fuitable ro the Capacity « 
Youth and Age, Relating to Familiar Convers 
fation between Friends and Acquaintance, Huf. 
bands and Wives, Children and Parents, Ma 
ſters and Apprentices, Brothers and Siſters, and 
Kindred in General ; alſo Lovye-letters, on all 
Occaſions ; -with others relating ro Tradeand 
Buſineſs of all Natures, being ſuited in an apt; 
eaſie and plain Stile, Likewgle Inſtructions tc 
Directing, Superſcribing anq# Subſcribing Ler- 
rers; all the Titles of Perſons 8f Quality, and all 
other Degrees. With Dialogues very witty and 
pleafapt, relating to Love, Familiar Diſcourſe, 
and other Marters for the improving the Elegan- 
cy of the Engliſh Speech, and Accompliſhment in 
Diſcourſe. To which is added. 1. The Arr 
Good Breeding and Behaviour ; rogether with In-! 
ſtructions for Carving Fiſh, Fleſh and Fowl, after 
the neweſt manner. 2. The EnglisÞ FBorrune-tel- 
ler, as to whart relares to good or bad Fortune 
in Maids, Widows, Widowers and Bachelors. 
3- Joytul Tidings ro the Female Sex. 4. A Trea- 
tiſe of Moles. 5. The Interpretation of Dreams, 
With a Collection of the Neweſt Play Songs. - 
SIX Sermons : VIZ. 1. Of the Unpardonable Sin! 
againſt rhe Holy Ghoſt : or, The Sin unto Dearh.' 
2. The Saints Dury and Exerciſe : In Two Parts. 
\ Being an Exhortation to., and Directions for 
& Prayer. 3. The Accepted "Time and -Day of Sal- 
[& vation. 4. The End of Time, and Beginning of 
= Ectcrnity.. 5. Foſhua's Reſolution to ſerve the Lord, 
£6." The Way ro Heaven made Plain, 7. The Furure 
= Sare of Man: or, A Treatiſe of the Reſurre-: 
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